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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE following Letters are 
undoubtedly genuine; and 
are now firft publifhed froni the 
Originals, by Mr. John Hodgetts, 
of Hagley, in Worcefterfliire, Exe- 
cutor to the late William Shen- 
STONE^ViEf^ire.0:*Jije Writer of 
them w4^':£^''::w€^'' known, that to 
fay an)! jdba^-.cpi^perning her on 
this occafion, would be as fuper- 
Huous as it would be to attempt 
to give a charader of the Letters. 
They muft fpeak for themfelves. 
Yet it may not be improper to 
infornj the Reader, that in the 
original Manufcript Volume of thefe 

Letters, 



( iv ) 

Letters, which had been bound 
together by Mi*. Shenftone, in the 
firft leaf he had written with his 
own hand, as follows : 

** Letters from the Right Ho- 
** nourable Lady Luxborough ; 
*' written with abundant Eafe, Po- 
*' litenefs, and Vivacity ; in which 
*' fhe was fcarce equalled by any 
« woman of hejiji^ip, .They com- 
** menced in:tlb*year}ij«jf^, and 
" were continuei)jti>:::tlic5l year of 
« her death (ifjjSj/'w^lftinie few 
<* intermiffions. 



•* Will. Shenstone." 



LADY 



1 



LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

LETTERS. 

. — .— — . ■ ' — I 

LETTER I. 

S I Ry Barrells, November 27th, 1739. 

WI T H O U T the affiftance of your pen, 
it will be impoffible for me to return 
Mr. Shenftone fufficient thanks for the honour 
he does me, and my humble habitation ; and for 
the agreeable entertainment his rerfes afford 
me : to you. Sir, I dwe the pleafure of hav* 
ing enjoyed that gentleman's converfation a 
few moments ; to you J owe the advantage 
of being reprefented to hirh in the mod: flat- 
tering }ighit i and to you I defire to owe the 
favour of fpeaking my gratitude for his gen- 
teel compliment, and my admiration of all he 

B writes: 
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writes : his ofFended Mufe will I fear repent her 
ready aid, if he beftows fuch fine thoughts and 
flowing lines oii fuch trifling and unworthy fub- 
jedls, as in his copy of verfes infcribed to a per- 
foA who has no other pretence to^merit, or to 
tafte, but that of diftinguifliing his. As you. 
Sir, have the art to defcribe the moft fimple 
things with the hiceft ekgance (as appears by 
your Paftoral) I muft once more intreat you to 
make known to your friend, the fincerity of my 
heart in the lappTobation it gives to his works ; 
to which it pays juft praifc, though my words 
covild no more exprefs it (without doing wrong 
to my fentiments) than they cduld utter the 
real efteem, and friendly regard^ with which I 
am. Sir, 

Y6Urdbliged humble ferVant, 

H. Knight* 
To the ReVd. Mr. Jago, jun, 
at Henley. 



LETTER IL 

SIR, Barrttls/ April 279 i74K 

MR. John Reynalds has this iriOnieat 
brought me your poem^ for which I 
would not defer returning thanks 5 as I think 
^^ myfdf 
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mf(dii gieadf obliged ix> ysou for (Sliding me 
what has already given me much pleafure, ztvA 
wiii do ib as .often as I read it t that made of 
y&ar retnembrasce^ and th^ honour you do me 
in counting my approbation as any tlung, gives 
a real fatisfa&ioo to. Sir, 

Your obliged humble fcnrant,, 
H» Knight. 
Tt> W4Hiam Shenftone, E(e^% 

at Mr. Wintle's, Perfumer, 

near Temple- Bar, London* 



LETTER ill. 

tlti, JBftrreUs, May 29th, xf^, 

"•^^JO THING but Ml uncommon hurry of 
JL^ biriinefe and company, ever fince the mo- 
oient I ^received your poem, could have prevented 
€ny returning shanks for the &vour you do me 
in ^hlinfkiog me worthy to judge of the beauties 
tfk : k was wkh ple^fure I read it, and I ad- 
mired it on mofrt accounts (han merely ihe nO' 
v^kf'tff the «fiibj«dt. 

The piping faaaus Jiaviiig his pipe in his 

bands when he came to me, I fuppofe Rack- 

fkim had fa^bamcd foar advice (whidh was 

Inght^ 4>€6ne ivt fiftklMd ciicifigyre; w,hich 1 

. , • B a think 
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think a genteel one, but too fmall to fet out 
of doors. 

- If you do me juftice, you will believe that I 
am glad of every opportunity of afluring you, 
that I am, Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. Knight. 



LETTER IV. 

DEAR SIR, Barrelh, J oly iSth, 1 747^ 

I AM glad of an opportunity to let you know, 
that if it fhould happen to be convenient to 
you, (as you was fo kind to give Lady Luxbo- 
rough an invitation to your Hermitage) that Iftt 
Ladylhip will do herfelf the pleafure to take, a 
profpeft of the Leafowes before the leaf falls ; 
and will take that opportunity on Tuefday next, 
Auguft the 4th, to breakfaft with you, and dine 
with you; and return at night with the two 
fcribes, who all join in compFiment^. 

Crosse Outing^ his noark H 
J, Reynalds. 

P. S- My fecretaries being fomewhat idle after 
dinner, have wrote ih fuch aft odd manner, thtt 

I think 



J 
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I think myfelf obliged to fubfcribe to the truth 
qf what they fay :-^and at the fame time I affurc 
you I am, • Sir, 

With great efteem. 

Your obliged humble fcrvant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH, 



LETTER V. 

SIR, BarrelU, Aaguft nth, 1747. 

IF my doing barely juftice, in commending 
the beauty of your fituation, and the ele- 
gance of your tafte, can make you vain, you 
muft not admit of any company, if you will be- 
come a rigid hermit; nor (hould I have ventured 
a vifit to the Leafowes, where the more one fees, 
the more one admires, and that admiration leads 
towards envy, which, as an hermitefs, I ought 
to ihun. 

I return thanks, not only for the agreeable 
reception you gave me, but alfo for your kind 
enquiry now. I got home fafe, but had one 
downfal, a little beyond Birmingham, which 
however did no hurt to Mr. Outing nor me-, 
nor was it any difhonour to my poftillion, as the 
night was very dark, and the moon down, or 
^t kaft clouded over: but we met with very 
B 3 unhof- 
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iinhofpitable treatment at Shirley-ftrcct, vrhtr^ 
they refufed fo receive us zt the S^racen*s Head, 
though it was but eleven o'clock, and we faw a 
good fire in the kitchen ; and a maid, who was 
fitting by it, took her candle and went to bed, 
whilft we were at the door intreating, knocking, 
and at laft threatening, but all in vain : the ftars 
took pity of us, and appeared juft as our hoflefs 
difappeared, and guided us in a friendly man- 
ner to Barrells, where we arrived at paft one 
o'clock, and the next day regaled ourfelve* ^kh 
the beft pine-apple I ever cat ; ilnce wjiieh time, 
I have talked of nothing but the beauty of 
VirgiPs grove, and the meannefs of my ownj 
wbkh ufed to give me fome pleafure, but h fo 
ihuch lefiehed m my efte^m,^ by comparing i^ 
with' yQ43FS', that I could almoft wMa I had iyo% 
feen the latter. The only amends you can make 
me for the pleafore you have deprived m^ of, i^ 
to giye me your company foon at Barrells ; wMdv 
vifl aliwys bt acceptable to, Sir, 

Toqr obligc4 humble fervant, 

I beg my beft compliments to Mifs pplmaA, 
^ ^4r, Qytipg d^fires \us^ to you, 
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LETTER VI. 

SI R> Bairells, February ad, I747-8. 

MR. Outing, who left this place on Satur- 
day lafl, defired the inclofed might be 
conveyed to you ; and 1 take the fame opportu- 
nity of conveying my excuf^s for thjs incivility 
you muft think me guilty of, in not rifmg the 
day you left B^rrells, to wilh you a good journey, 
apd to th^nk you fpr the f^ypvjr of your com- 
pany. The not doing fq, carried an appear- 
ance even of ingratitude, a$ ypur vifit had giyc^ 
iQe fo much pleafure ; nor c^ your own good na- 
ture h^ve been my advocate farther, than by low^ 
pring my crime, in calling it lazineis ; to which I 
^ould plead guilty, but that, in fa£b, my inten- 
tJAp was to get up when the (ervaat came in tp 
light my fire, but was prevented, by her telling 
me you was in bed, and, fiie believed, was not 
to go away that day : this good news indulged 
me; and I, with the tranquillity fatisfaftion 
gives, took another nap ; but waking, found it 
only an agreeable dceam ; for you was gone. 
Mr. Outing, the inftant I came down ftairs, 
pcefented me with a fang, which be faid he 
found upon your table ; an4 1 read it eagerly, 
B 4 foon 
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foon finding it to be your ftile. It is not nccef- 
fary to adc}, that J thought it extremely pretty* 
and very poetical ; but if it had been in profe, I 
f^ould have been tempted to afk who was that 
AsTERiA that could make hef hearths cheerful 
to you in the rigid feafon, when I, v/ho had fo 
lately been favoured with your company, was 
too fenfiblc 'twas not in my power to make 
mine fo, though nobody could with it morci 
but want of fun- and want of genius is ill fup- 
plied by a coal- fire, which was all I had to give \ 
and my ill health unluckily at that time added to 
my ftupidity, when I moft wiftied for fpirits to 
entertain my agreeable company : and now 
that I have entirely recovered my health, I have 
loft my company. Such are the chequered 
chances of this life ! fo that my hermitefs and I 
have entire poffeffion of my little wood, without 
cither feaf or hope of being interrupted in our 
contemplations. I contentedly fubfcribe to what 
(he has wrote upon her old tree j 

•• The world forgetting^ by the world forgot:** 

but would not include in that world the friends 
I efteem, and whofe converfation I admire : nsx 
can ever any of the difagrceable events in Life 
make meiwifli it to become unfociable whilft it 
lafts ; -but cities (no ipore than forcfts) do not 

aSbr4 
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afford fociety \ it is the converfation of a chofen 
few that fmooths the rugged road of life : fuch 
BS yours ftrefws it with flowers -y but as tbey foon 
fade, fo did you vanifh, and all the company 
that furrounded my beartk, which, though aban- 
doned, will afford me fuch converfation as the 
pen can fupply, whilfl: I have the pleafure of 
reading your thoughts ; which pleafure I hope 
you will not deny me, but rather fend me any 
thing they may happen to add to the coUeftion 
I have ; than whicli nothing can be mone 
rftcemed by. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H* LuXBOROUGH* 

jP. S, If I miftakc not, I heard you fay, you 
wanted a receipt to make fealing wax ; I tran- 
fcribc one that was given me, but fear you can- 
not read that, nor this letter, as I write in haftr* 
^— Lady Hertford writes me word, (he is charmed 
yrith your retreat : as (he has only had the de- 
fcription of it from me, ju(lge what Ihc'd be 
if (he faw it, at Icaft if Mr. Thompfon dc* 
fcribed it U) her, 



LETTER 
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t, B .T T E R VH. 

SIR, Barr^lh, Mapck ^:^d, I747-*. 

fTT^HE apprchenfion that the farmer who car- 
JL rtedi Inigo Jones's defign;!, and a letter in 
the book from me to you, may have delivered 
them 1K> a wroog perion ae Birmuighdm, is the 
cyeca6on of my troubling you with this, to let you 
Jcooiv that I did ^^ot fail to fend it the very firft 
market day after I received the favour of yours-, 
and he fays he delivered it to a man at the 
.poft-Jioufe, but the poft-miftrefs (who, they tell 
me, is not the mildeft nor moft obliging dame) 
afllired Parfon Holyoak, flie received no fuch 
thing -, and upon his afking her, if Ihe hap- 
pened to have, any letter fince, direfted for me, 
fte faid, NoF neither did Ihc know me, or 
would trouble herfeif about k. Which I men- 
tion, that in cafe j^u write, you will be pkafed 
to fend ycrur^s to M^er Franky Hdyoak, at 
Mr. BiaitOQ'is, whotefaie Toymaker, upon Snow- 
Hill, in Birmingham. This (if you dki not re- 
ceive the book) will ferve, I hope, to convince 
you. Sir, that I did my part, being incapable of 
neglc^ing to do what my friends defire, . 

I AC- 
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I acquainted you in mj laft that I was lamc^ 
but I am now much better^ and always 

Your obliged hun^blc fcnrant, 

H. L^XBOROVCH, 



LETTER Vm^ 

S I By Bvrclli^ Saficr Sondajt 1741; 

IT is rather to oblige the ambubtoqr old 
gentlewoman who delivers you your letter 
with fo much alacrity, than it is to oblige her 
keji ma^y that I write again {0 foon; for I am 
too ienfible n^f letters will but ill repay the plea-- 
fure I receive from bis^ ^ So that I oi^ht to make 
a longer paufe, and not interrupt my friends ia 
fetter c^mpavyy better tbougbts^ and heUer Sverfiimu 
as Swift ex|)(efle8 it. If that confideration was 
juft, which made him paufe a few weeks betwiaet 
his letters, i oug^t to pauib years, or rather 
never wrios at all ; that woold be more poKlc; 
but It would maloe me fancy m)[ielf ungrateful, 
and con&quemiy make me bate myfel£ It m 
therefore Je^-kve wiiich isrges me to tidbe this 
early opportvmity of retucmn^ thanks for your 

laft 
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laft letter, wrote on Lady-Day. However de- 
prefled your fpirits might be when you wrote it, 
it revived mine ^ for it is not in the power even of 
the north-eaft wind to deprefs your genius ; and to 
that we owe thoughts which muft pleafe, how- 
ever negligently they may be drcfled : — the 
ftifFen-bodied gown would not add charms, I 
believe, to a beautiful woman, no more than 
Voiture's laboured turns of expreffion add to his 
ftile : arid friendfliip undoubtedly (hews itfelf in 
the beft light, when leaft adorned by art. There- 
fore rhope you will never deprive me of the 
pleafure your letters give me, nor defer it, be- 
caufe your fpirits may not juft then allow you to 
fend them out in their beft apparel; it is fuffi- 
cient you ^can do fo ; and they'll always be as 
welcome to me in their common garb, which is 
yet richer than you feem to imagine. I follow 
the rule I give, and write what comes upper- 
moft i but it is in ms a fault, as I am. not pri-r 
vileged to do fo by any of the gifts of nature, 
except artlcfs fihcerity be one. 

I read your four fonnets with much pleafure ; 
and am obliged to you for the trouble of 
tranfcribing them : they are truly poetical^ yet 
have an eafc as well as delicacy in the turn of 
thought and expreffion, which muft, I believe, 
l>c agreeable to all, whether good judges by their 

(kill 
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(kill and learning, or only judges of good fenfe 
and nature. If Dodfley gives a fecond edidoa 
of his wcU-chofcn collcdlion, I hope you will 
not let your School-miftrefs be unaccompanied 
by all her parent's offspring. Now that the 
boifterous baneful month of March is over, and 
that the fun refumes his power, I hope, and Ihall 
cxped to fee the produdions of your imagina- 
tion, as much as I fliall expert to fee thofe of 
my parterre, my flirubbery, or grove ; and if 
joined to that fatisfaftion I have your company 
here, I (hall give double praifes to the returning 
fpring. Mr. Whiftler, or any friend of yours, 
will be perfedly welcome; but remember, 
that though I (hall be a great gainer by bis con* 
verfation, I (hall alfo be a lofer by his hearing 
niine^ and his feeing this poor hermitage; of 
both, which h? may perchance have formed an 
advantageous idea, by your partial account of 
them ; and that idea will in(tantly be deftroyed^ 
unlefs you have been as (ilent as Mr. Outing was 
about the Leafowes, before I had feen it : his 
caution was well judged, but wrong placed. 
But to (hew you that I do not prefer fame (e^« 
cially unmerited fame) to pleafure and improve* 
ment, I defire you to bring him, though at the 
expence of his being undeceived. I have read 
0V«r his Shuttlecock feveral times, and each 

time 
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^me.wii^ reddubkd pfeafope. 'Tis certain!!/ a 
besutiful poem : I^wn iiiyfelf a very iwUBerent 
judge, ^t if: pleafes me. >It is an imcommoa 
perfermaiyse, and what many older and morie 
femejd poete^^uldije pMMidof, wbatewrynv^wVir 
£ault6 there may be lin it -, but, I tiiink, the au-*^ 
thor's youth Jirny ratrher be :f emarked by the 
gmat :f^ir2t;aiTd rwxcky of his thoughts, than 
by anyjecrors ia hk ^dgment ; hut if aoy jCuch 
there h^ jxm arc iiis-fciendjiaftd-wiiU'haTC a very 
oafytafk in your craticiftn, if youtfcould obj^^ 
to a few yfofrds^ in ^sder to let it appear perle£t 
to the worlds if our prefent wgrrld is ek^am 
enough to be virorfhy of it. Its aftfae, md part 
of its charaftcr, had reached any ears before 3 
^w it,lhuc not from. you. i think Jii3 £cDiiliE8 
exceedmg aptj^andiusdigreffions juft: andlivefy': 
if foilight aibbjcft, ^^ early ^n 4ige, coiald 
bevrorked.upife^weU, ;he certainly Js agiabk of 
iraifingthe intrinfic Talue of.aDyiBOlB.we^ghty^ 
or .moffe lofty fiibjedhe undartdces. 

Your irmark upon Fitzofibanie'js Letters is 
CQofi: jufl:^ ifor /letters that^ore, ,or. emu ftomrfo 
be, iwrote for }tbt:fK^^ jQerer (pleaie like jochcBi. : 
yvtrdsBy^aoe^ lithidc:, mrw^ iitiigpadim^BgCi 
and :&QW, i [bc^Uene, jpoliteiearaiBgiand jud^ 
iDent ; and the ^^^w^dh^^nixc^tvmilok^ 
I fancy^.iii Sfi^^^ (but lamHiariettecs. r$qixkc.9k 
10 more 
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more familiar addrdfs. I find fe^ml more are 
promifed, if thefe fiTccced. I wilh fomc labwt- 
bus pen may hot be writing lii the namte <rf th#t 
isilithor, and'ovferwheltn iTs whh his fuppofed Icft- 
ters : thefe; hbwevtf, are genuine, as I fu^ipoft) 
though 1 nfevitr heatd of that gdAtlcntian \ mA 
am obliged to you for your explanation of the 
charaftcr of Mezcntius ; that, in particular, 
might prevent the teal names being publifhed : 
they would have made the book infinitely mote 
interefting ; but if that could not be, I don't 
know Whether feigned hm common modem 
names, might not halte pleftftd better, as tfacjr 
would h&ve ieetaed rttd. 

You are'wddoniie to Inigo Jones's defigns, as 

long ^s thify tin be of fervid to you ; and in 

return, I beg' tile faVodr^f'IfOtt to fend me the 

height'flhd thiekMfs of your'Wall drat has arches 

funk ih 4t, and the ^pth, breadth, and height 

of thbfe^ "arches •, aikiitet ^mekftow whether they 

are plailhJred ^dn-the iAfide,'aiid if any ornamat 

is on the 4op, ^r only a coping : it is to build 

-m fxi/nttier a Wt <Jf Willi (as you advifed) io 

'fflMen tnfe^om ^ €ottage that is contiguous 

'to'my g*deh,'in lieu of the gu'den-feat which 

^you^and Nli^ i^l^ thought dfd not infwer thekipes 

'I ftad -bf It; V-P do build that f*at, it flwOl Ac 

^terminate fomc walk or view. 

The 
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The (?himney in my ftudy was not exadly in 
the middle of the room 5 which has occafioned 
my moving it twelve inches, and confequently 
moving Pope's buft to be in the center. The 
lines wrote over it are put up again, (which, you 
know, are out of Virgil) but the ftucco at the 
back of it muft be new done, and the flat 
pieces of wainfcot that make the margins of it, 

,were never ornamented. Perhaps you would 
invent fome more elegant ornament, if you 
would beftow a thought upon it •, or the ftucco 
might be juft as before, only fome foliage or 
other carving, to drop down the fides. Mifs 
Merediths write word, that the prefent falhion at 
London, is all lead carving, which ladies do 
themfelves, by cutting India, or other thin lead 
with fciffors, and Ihaping it into flowers, knots, 
&c. and fixing it to a wire, which is afterwards 
nailed on in the form defigned ; and the carving 
is either gilt, or elfe painted the colour of the 

' ftucco or wainfcot, according as fuits the place^ 

I fend this to the Birmingham poft-office, (as 
you ordered) by a chance perfon. If you write 
an anfwer foon, pray dired it to Mr. Iron- 
monger, Mafter of the Caftlc-Inn, to be for- 

. w^ed to me, (for Franky Holyoak is' at 
home) and there is; na poft nor certain convey- 
ance ' 
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aiKc from Birmtngham to Henley where yofl 
will direft it to be left for me. 

Si r^ 

I have left myfelf no room, and the perlbn 

who carries this, leaves me no time, but juft to 

afllire you in the cover of my letter, that I am, 

(though not ceremonioufly, yet very finccrely) 

Sir, 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

p. S. I have writ a line to Mr. Ironmonger, 
to defire he'll fend your letter, if any comes, to 
the Henley Poft-houfe for me, by fomc fafe 
conveyance. 



LETTER IX. 

SIR, Barrells, April 28tb^ 1748, 

TWO of your letters lie before me; of 
which I am not a little proud : I am alfo 
well pleafcd with myfelf for having refrained 
from troubling you with an anfwer to the fir(t, 

c till 



n 
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till I had received the fecond ; which was not 
till laft night. You will allow this to be fome 
merit y at leaft, you would allow it, if you knew 
hdw great is my propenfity to write to you j it 
being always with the felfifli view of procuring 
in return fome compofitioh of yours. My felf- 
denial this time has been great, but it is well 
rewarded by the favour of your laft letter, and 
Mr. Whiftler's Flower^Piece j the moral of 
which is perfcdtly juft^ and the thought very 
genteel and elegant. In this, as well as in his 
other Poem which you fent me, I think one 
may obferve a great delicacy of imagination: 
the words altered with _a pencil feem to be 
much for the Jbetter, efpecially the firft line. As 
for his fentiment on enjoying things by reflec- 
tion, I am not yet a convert to it, but am rather 
of your mind, that ** an abfent pleafure is equi-- 
*' valent to a preferit pain.** For inftance, if I 
was fond of London and its amufements, or had 
a tafte for public pkces, I feel that it yrould 
give me pain to fee St. James's, Vauxhall, Ra- 
nclagh, &c. &c. reprefented in fo lively it m^n* 
ner as I fte them through an optical glafs which 
I have lately purchafcd, now that I am abfent 
from them : but as I never was fond of a crowd, 
I enjoy thofe places as much as I defire in this 
reflefted way, without wifliing myfclf at them ; 

and 
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tuld t can look on the buildings and gardens of 
Stowe in the fame manner, and with j^afure, 
becaufe I never was there* But were you to 
prcktit m€ with the Views of the LeafoweSj I 
own I ihould not put them into my (how-box 
without pain^ nor fee them well repreienced 
without regret ; as it would remind me of the 
agreeable day I fpent there» and my Ipft ficsui 
fur^. ' 

Your friend Mr» Graves's Lamentation is 
very pretty and pathetic, and feems to come 
from the heart t he muft, I thinks be veryfin- 
cerely and very ftrongly in love 5 and yet I can* 
Hot but think ihai very inconfiftent with his 
parting voluntarily from his Lucy, and with 
his fending her to London^ without any jea« 
loufy t and I confefs I alfo think it inconfiftent 
that a man^ who may be fuppofed to defpiie the 
opinion of the world, (fince he marries fo much 
below himfelf, and what the world would re« 
commend) fcould part from bcr he fo dearly 
loves, only to give her an education proper to 
pleafe that world which .he feems to ddpife ) 
for it' is plain, Ihe pleafes bim without that edu* 
cation. How does he know, but that by lofing 
her ^ rural innocent air, however flic may im- 
{>rove in her dancing-mafter's opinion, Ihe may 
lefien in his^ and her acquired charms may not 
C a plcaf« 
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pleafe him as her native charms did the town ? 
Perhaps I judge wrong, and yet I think it 
feems to be a natural way of judging. How- 
ever, as he is your friend, I wifh him happy, 
and hope Ihe will not have the fate you threaten 
your rofe-bud, and I threaten my bull-finch 
with; which laft (fince I have happened to 
mention it) I muft tell you, is a little foolilh 
impromptu I wrote in a letter to our friend 
Outing, whofe anfwer was, that notwithftanding 
the moral of my fong, he wdnt the night fac 
received it to the Oratorio of Judas Maccabaeus, 
where he was highly entertained ; and he fpeaks 
with fuch ecftafy of the mufic, as I confefs I 
cannot conceive any one can feel who undcr- 
ftands no more of mufic than myfelf ; . which I 
take to be his cafe. But I fuppofe he fets his 
judgment true to that of the multitude; for if 
his ear is not nice enough to difl:inguifli the 
harmony, it ferves to hear what the multitude 
fay of it. He would be offended, if he fliould 
know that I think his finging. much upon a 
par with my poetry -, and you ought to be of- 
fended that I fend you fuch foolifli lines : but 
he might have happened to mention them to 
you, and as they are not worth the trouble of 
afliing for, I prevent you, by fending them, and 
hope you will throw them in the fire when you 

have 
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have read them : for they are not worth Ihowing 
to any, but one who, like you, is capable of ex- 
cufing all faults in a friend, and who will not 
account it one in me, that I am no Poetefs'^ 
which, reproachful name I would avoid, even if 
I were capable of acquiring it ; for which rea- 
fon I hope you will throw the Epiftle the Bpf- 
tangy has fent you into the flames, ivith the 
Song, and forget I ever wrote in verfe my real 
opinion in profe of the Leafowes* beauties. 

I am impatient for your Eflay, efpecially as 
you tell me there is in it a refemblance 
of yourfelf. I hope you will give me rules 
for oeconomy ; nobody wants them more : but 
I fufpeft you will not give me fuch as I 
might learn between Temple-Bar and the 
Stones End. In ihort, I have no great opinion 
of your rudiments in this fciencc, though per- 
haps you may know the theory better than the 
pradtice of it : and you may be a good fpccu- 
lative oeconomift for what I know ; but I ne- 
ver met with a practical one in a foul where 
generofity and benevolence had a place, or to 
which a bright genius was joined. 

I lament with you the lols of Lady Lyttelton, 

though \ had not the honour of being perfonally 

acquainted with herj but her charafter was 

known, and all fociety mufl: mourn fo good a 

C 3 member 
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member of it, and all the poor fo good a bcne^ 
faftrefs. 

Your advice about my chimney pleafed me 
greatly ; but forced ceconomy forbids my fol- 
lowing it : befides that good carving is too 
fine for my humble roof. The room, confider, is 
only hung with fixpenny paper, and is fo low 
that I hkve but five inches between Pope's 
Head and the Motto over it : fo that I can 
neither have a compartment for that, nor an 
architrave, as is at Houghton. The Contrail 
between that place and Barrells is fo'great, that 
it is ludicrous to name them together : and yet 
I allow with you, that the chimney in the din* 
iftg-room there, niight give one a hint for my 
little one ; but I have not height enough for it. 
Upon the whole, as your thought was too good 
to rejeft, I have employed my friehd Williams 
(in New-ftreet, Birmingham) to paint the orna* 
mcnts you would have had carved, in ftone- 
coloursi pretty ftrongly fliaded to appear to rife 
like carving ) and I ient him one of th^j two 
Sketches you fent me, that hn might the betrtr 
comprehend what ornaments he was to intro* 
duce. When my brother Bolingbrbke built 
Dawlcyj which he chofe to call a Fi^fm, he had 
his hall painted ih ftone-colours^ with all the 
implements of hufbandry plstctd in the manner 

one 
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one fees or might fee arms and trophies in fome 
General's hall •, and it had an effefb that pleafed 
every body. I believe Pope mentions it in one 
of his letters to Swift.— Mr. Williams is going 
to paint two ceilings for Mr. Anfon (elder bro- 
ther to my Lord Anfon) in StafFordftiire ; one 
of them is for the Chinefe room : I believe he 
has iketched them out at Birmingham* but is to 
go to paint them as foon as the Parliament rifes. 
••^Mr. Oy ting writes that he has fcnt you a buft 
of Pope done to look like marble, and thai • 
Rackftrow is doing four in that manner for my 
brother Sir John.mrl (houl<l like to fee your 
Itandifh. 

Nothing can be more juft than the criticifin 
upon the Play in the Magazine.-^If you rcgd 
French, I could fend you a play juft afted at 
Paris ; Lady Bolingbroke fen? it me : the chief 
character is a man who makes, i^ his fole bufi* 
nefs and hU fole pleafure fo make mifchief^ 
even where l^e can get nothing by it : it is very 
well drawn, and I wi^^ oi^c did not ^ fo n^any 
people like it, 

If ever I have the pleafure of feeing your 
compofitions d\l together, I could wifli to have 
them ornamented in the manner of Pine's Ho- 
race, by yourfelf ; where you would Ihew your 
lafte i|i a dovible capacity, as poet and painter, 
C4 Bw 
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But you will fay I am too unrcafonable, and fo I 
am ; for I beg 6f you to continue to fend me 
gold for glafs, which I think is our ufual traf- 
fick, and confequently you are too generous 
to. Sir, 

Your faithful ^nd obliged fervant^ 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



Letter x, 

, S I R, , Barrells, M^y 28th, 17^8* 

THIS is the firfl: opportunity I have had 
ojf fending you the French Comedy you 
defire, and of anfwering your query about your 
ftandifti. My advice is not worth aiking in fuch 
matters ; but fmce you do me the favour to alk 
it, it is this : . 

You have' forty ounces of old pla^e, which, 
at five fliillings and fixpence per ounce, amounts 
to eleven pounds, You have an inclination to 
indulge ypur fan^cy without much expence: yoU' 
may then m^e your ftandifn to weigh only; 
thirty ounces, which, at eight (hillings, (which. 
is, I find, the prigc demanded) >yiU come ta 

twplve 
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twelve pounds : fo that it will coft your pocket 
but twenty ihillings, and I am perfuaded will 
weigh enough for a ftandifli, if the dimenfions 
you intended to make it of are fo large that 
thirty ounces will make the filver too thin. I 
fuppofe there will be no hurt in making it leis 
In (ize, as the taile will be equally fhewn; and I 
imagine the ufe will be much the fame : but of 
this I cannot judge, bccaufe I never faw your 
draught. 

The inclofed I received from Lady Hertford, 
to whom J had fent your Ballad of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, knowing it would fuit her tafte, and be- 
lieving you would pardon me, as I fent it upon 
the footing of a trifle ; but I will not fend more 
of your compofitions without your permiflion : 
1 therefore beg you will fend me back her letter 
by the very firft opportunity, (as I wait for tb^ 
to anfwer it) and fay which of the things I have 
of yoyrs you permit me or forbid ipc to fend; 
for I fhall religioufly obferve jour direfbons 
about that, as well as about Dawfin's Ditty^ 
which I fhall like to fee in print, and to keep 
filence. I have heard that fung which he made 
juft before his execution, and which was not 
made for him. Your J&'^ moves compaflion ; but 
it is comfort to think (as you obferve) how 
Riany evils it would have done, if it had lived to 

be 
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be old ; ^nd many h alfo might have received, 
Po not imagii^e wl>a| ypij write can be mddHtig \ 
if ever yovi Ih«>ul4 peafe %o write %ffell^ you will 
certainly Mrri^c iU ;- for I ^^ ^^^^ y^^ never con^ 
protnifi^ witll^ Apollo^ whatever joxxx friend 
Greaves may do with ^he ^orld. 

The Duk<5 of Npwcaftle P<f«tfi^ charts me^ 
9nd I don't doubt \^^t it mad$ the peace. I am 
in dqubt^ wh^r^ I hear of thiii polite fafhion^ 
whether it is a mark that the wor^ is returned 
\c^ its infan<Jy^ (as old people grow chi^dilh) or 
whether it be (lot fome coquettifh invention, that 
J4*'. Pantin may fay in dumb fhow what the 
Lady who wear$t him cannot fay for herfelf. If ' 
this fuppofition iho\ild be thought fevcre upoi^ 
their reputations, at leaft it fayes them ffom the 
imitation of folly and childilhnefs, 

Had Shakefpcarc been ufed to gather rents^ 
he would not have, faid 

*< For who fo itvif xhzi cannot b^ (educ'd V^ 

fince your half day in endeavouring to feduci 
your tenant into paying you for half ^ year was 
ineffeSuak and as my labours that way' are as 
vain. My fucccfs in receiving money is very 
linrilar to yours 5 and if what you fay about the 
butter-dijh and the Jluiee is true as to you, it is no 
Jefs fo as to me. The parallel between us may 

be 
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be carried yet farther ; for I am as backward as 
you at wrmgi/Jg from the bard bands of peafants 
their vile trafhy nor could I ever be forced, even 
by experience, into a proper veneration for J!^^ 
fence^ or have the fdrefight to nurfe Fortune i 
but however, to eat on^s cake when one is a^ 
hungered^ is moft fweet.— The late King George 
was fond of peaches ftewed in brandy in a par« 
ticular manner, which he had tafted at my fa* 
ther's; and ever after, till his death, my mamma 
furniftied him with a fufficient quantity to laft 
the year round {he eating twt) every night). This 
Kttlc prefent he took kindly : but one feafon 
proved fatal to fruit-trees, and Ihe could prefent 
his Majefly but with half the ufual quantity, 
defiring him to ufe oeconomy, for they would 
barely fcrvc him the year at one each night. 
Being thus forced by neceflity to retrench, ha 
faid he would then cat two every other night •, 
and valued himfelf upon having mortified him- 
fdf tefs, than if he had yielded to their regula- 
tion of one each night ; which, I fuppofe, may 
be called a com5)romife between o^donomy and 
^picurifni % but I leave il to your decifion. 
. As little as- 1 love money, dnd as well is 1 
love Lady Hertfbfd and adniire her judgment, 
I grudge fix fhillings for Hervey's Meditations, 
becaufe you fay they are fometimes affeSied^ and 
9 that 
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that he admires Dr. Toung^ whom I have not 
wit enough to admire (I hope Lady Hertford 
don't hear me) : but I want to fee the frontif- 
pieces, becaufe Dr. Wall is io ingenious a man, 
that I am perfuaded he gives nothing to the pub* 
lie but what is worthy of perfons of tafte. 

I aril glad you can read French ; not that it is 
my favourite language by any means, but I 
think there are fo many things of delicacy wrote 
in it, that it muft give you pleafure; and their 
commentators are worthy to be confulfed, and, 
if not approved^ at leaft to be compared with 
ours. As to the proijunciation, the ear muft 
teach it, not the eye. When, you favour me with 
a vifit, 1/ will be the afs in the Toga^ if you pleafe, 
as far as pronunciation goes. I hope for that 
pleiifure this fummcr, and am, with fincerc 
^fteem, Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H* LUXBOROUGH. 

Pray do not fail to fend Lady Hertford's 
letter foon.— I write in a hurry at midnight, not 
knowing before, that I could fend to-morrow. 
My hand-writing -will prove my veracity. 
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LETTER XL 

SIR, Barrelk, Monday, 27th Jane, 1748. 

WHILST you was prevented from read- 
ing the play by your Brother's fevere 
illnefs, I was prevented anfwering yours of the 
firft inftant, by my owa illnefs, of which I have 
not been many days^ recovered. The medi- 
cines the apothecary thought proper to give 
me, {though they did me good) lowered my 
fpirits, and made me incapable of attending to 
any agreeable aniufement ; fo that Lady Hert- 
ford's ktter remains unanfweredy and the books 
that you and ihe. recommend, unread: I cannot 
give you a ftronger proof that my diforder was 
real. It has now left me in a great meafure, and 
I will fet about what I was obliged to negle£t» 
but will leave Mr. Hervey's Meditations for 
the laft ; not (as the French id,y) pour fain hotme 
ibouche^ but, on the contrary, becaufe I am not 
io eager to read them as thq poems; and my 
curiofity a^ to Dr. Wall's Frontifpieces is 
fully fatisfied by your account of them. I fhall 
be glad now to fee the poem upon Sicknefs, which 
you ofier to lend me. A few days ago the fub- 
10 j«6t 
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jedt might have deprefled my lowered ipiritsj 
and have made nervous cordials of no cfFeft* 
My hand -fiiU trembles a litt^ as perhaps you 
will perceive, which will make me fhorten this 
letter ; and Parfon Hall's cpnverlktion whilfl: I 
write, is another motive to my Ihortening it; fo 
I haften, Sir, to^ tell you that I am very happy 
in the thought of feeing you foon at Barrells^ 
and much obliged to Mifs Dolman for her in« 
tended vifit* Every friend of yours is welcome 
here-, therefore flie would be fo, had I ncvcf 
feen her : but having had the pleafure of enjoy- 
ing her company at your houfe, I ihould have 
a very bad tafte not to be defirous of enjoying 
more of it. Here I naturally Ihould fay, the 
fooner you come the better* ; but I will tell you 
fincerely, that I am at prcfent afhamed of my 
flovenly garden, which cannot be weeded, tioi* 
in the leaft fpruced up, till my hay is all iri ^ 
which employs all my fervants, and all th€ 
hands I can get this bufy time* Mn Outing 
writes mc word, that in a fortnight he Ihall be 
at Somerviles*Afton, and that a few days after 
he will come to Barrellsj by which time I 
reckon my hay-making will be at »n end, and 
my garden put into fpmewhat better order : and 
as I know he will be greatly pleafed to meet you 
here, I hope about that time to fee you, and 

that 
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that yovi will not m^ (o ^drc a flay hefe as ^ 
you mention. 

Your pen giycs iuc a taery dear idea of Mu 
iL/yttekon*s caftle, and I believe I Jciiow jriie ^t 
on which it is fitiaatsd \ but Jtlie ptopoM you 
make of my Jfaeing it in fo agreeiMe a manner 
as by going to Mr» Dolmani'^^ makes me un- 
Qiriiling to content m>yielf with ifiewing k oidy in 
your ktcer. 

I Ihall ^be ready Co contribute to :anf cncou* 
ragemem yx>u iflisdl dunk fit to ^e xo Mr» 
Smith's Defigns ; and am ^ad yii:gU*fi GitNue 
will have a place ^moqg them. 

I return (Chaidcs for your coiiq)liin0nt JdboM 
my 'SoR^ who is as Jaar 10 me as he is Jutifidj 
and, I -flatter lAyfelf, defnnmg: he is ictwrned 
irom Italy to Spa, and is gcwig to pay 4iis^ut^ 
to the 4Cing at 4[f anover. My Daug^r is kitidy 
tnarried.**-rl hope ' your Spptlher is p€ffc6tly pe- 
covered, and that you will pardon this ftupid 
letter, which \ am furc is -not ^ught with -the 
leaft fpirit ; but in its lowly way is very fincere^ 
particularly when it affurcs you of the perfcft 
eftecm, with which I am. 
Sir, 
Your much obliged 
- ' and very humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH,' 
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Your letter, though datpd the i6th, did not 
reach me till lall night. 

At lail I am in the fafhion, and have got a 
Pantin. Mifs Patty Meredith writes me word, 
that flie fends me a Pantin of the neweft fort, and 
that the woman who fold it aflured her it was 
juft arrived in England, and is reckoned to 
make as genteel a curtfy as any Monfieur 
Pantin in Europe. She adds, that though this 
invention mud: be owned to be a great improve- 
ment to the diverfion of the town, there is an- 
other of later date that is worthy of admiration ; 
for there is a party of gentlemen and ladies of 
fafhion who entertaiii the company at Vauxhall 
with the moil charming harmony: the ladies 
crow like cocks, and if any gentlemen of the 
party are within hearing, they anfwer them by 
braying like an afs : That one Mrs. Woolafton 
has arrived to the greatefl; perfection, and has 
the honour of being called the head of the 
party for her excellence in this art. 
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• LETTER XIL 

SIR, Barre]]S| WcdnMsLjt July 20th, 1748 • 

AS ^^Y laft letter might poflibly prevent my 
having the pleafurc of your company fo 
foon as you intended to gWt it me, I take the 
firft opportunity of acquainting you, that the 
obftacles are removed -, for my hay-making is 
over, and my health is better. As to Mr. 
Outing^s meeting you, indeed I Cannot abfo- 
lutely anfwer ; but I know he left London laft 
Monday was fevennight, with his coufm Walfh> 
and they were to come to Oxford in the ftage- 
coach, ftay there a day, and proceed to Jacky 
Reynalds's on horfcback •, from whence I under- 
ftood Mr. Walih would go to drink Cheltenham 
waters, and Mr. Outing would, in a very 
Ihort time after his arrival in Gloucefterftiifc, 
make me a vific at Barreils •, and was much 
concerned he could not meet you and Mifg 
Dolman here •, for I fuppofe he compre- 
hended you were coming immediately, and 
his letter was writ the 5th inftant. I expe6t 
cvpry day to hear from him, and I imagine he 
will be here next week ; but whether he is or 
. D no. 
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no, I Ihall hope to fee yo^. Sir, with Mifs Dol- 
man, her brother, or any friend you choofc 
to bring. If you write to me on Saturday, and 
direft it to be left with Mr, Williams, Painter, 
in Ncw-ftreet, Birmingham, I have defired him^ 
tp forward it \ ^nd i8 his birothers live in Heni^, 
he has tnoxt frequent opportunities of fending 
thither than Mr. Ironmonger. He has finiihe4. 
my chimi^y-piecc ^ which he hopes will np^ k>9 
difapproved by you. Sir, to whom I ow^ the 
idea qf it. 

I am aihamed to own that I hare n0t yet an- 
fwered Lady Hertford's letter, ftor read the 
books Ihq recommended : in ihort, I might as 
well have been a mole and lived under ground* 
or a dormoufe and (lept incejQTantly, ^ the in- 
0gnificant animal I have been for fome time. 
Two or three days indeed I was kept aw^l^e by 
^ vifit from Mr. Meredith, who entertained mc 
with the many gay entertainments he had been a 
partaker of at JLoxid^n laft Spring -, but when he 
was gone, I wu left alone with Monfieur Pantia, 
whom, I coofeis, I have not wit enough to amu& 
myfelf with j fo that I feldom let him make his 
appearance, but when Parfon Hall comes ; for 
they flxew each other to great advantage. 

I have not fecu Mrs^ Pilkington's Memoirs, 
(except the fpecim^ in t}fc Magazine) nor 

Cofu 
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Cdn. Philipps's Apology. I will fet about get- 
ting ibme of thefe modern books, to enable 
me to bear a fharc in the convcrfation of, and 
corrcfpondcnce with, my friends •, which I am 
fenfible I am incapable of at prefent : and as I 
fhould leaft choofe to write to you of any of 
them, whilft in my ftate of ftupidity and igno- 
rance, I abridge my letter all I can, and haften 
to aflure you that I am, with great efteem. 

Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fenrant^ 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I fliall hope to hear the beginning of next 
week,. which day I may expefl: you, if you write 
on Saturday. — I write to-day to Mr. Outing, by 
the Evelham gardeners, to fay I hope to fee 
him by the end of next week, if not before. I 
do not know whether they will find him out. 
—•I think you promifcd me the Poem upon Sick- 
nefs to read, and I hope for Ibmething upon 
aconomj} which will be very wholefome for me ; 
and yet I am perfuaded a very agreeable medi- 
cine, as it will be made up by fuch good and 
ikilful hands. 

D2 LETTER 
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'. SIR, 

I Always refpefted your man Tom for his * 
honefty and fidelity to his riiafter; but at 
prefent I refpeft him for the good tidings ht 
hringeth^ which make my heart full glad. It 
is plain your thoughts and mine correfpond ; for 
I have been all the laft week confidering which 
day I fliould fix for going to the Leafowes, or 
whether I fhould not firft defire your company 
at Barrells. — Mr. Meredith came hither laft 
Tuefday, and went for London on Thurfd^. 
We talked of your charming fituation ; but 
more of your agreeable company : both which 
he wifhes to be acquainted with ^ and I offered 
to carry him to wait on you, as on Monday next, 
and faid he might go on from thence to Chefhire j 
which he hearkened to with pleafure, but told 
me he was obliged to get there by Saturday, and 
that he intended coming here again next Friday, 
in his way thither ; fo would not let me write 
you word, for fear of difappointing you. I fcnt 
however to Mr. Hall (as I don't love to jumble 
in a poft-chaife alone) to afk him to go with me 

on 
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on Monday or Tuefday next 5 but he was. 
polling away to preach the aflize fermon yefter- 
day at Warwick, and from thence to go to 
Rugby the latter end of this week -, where he ex- 
peds to receive his final anfwer about the Living 
of Harborough ; and in cafe he fucceeds, will 
be obliged to ride about the country ftill farther j 
but if not, will return to Henley next Saturday, 
and wait upon you with me, as he writes me 
word. In this uncertain ftate, confufed by all 
thefe half engagements, your trufty 'fquire 
found me, and feemed come to my relief, by 
bringing me word you was ready to make me 
happy in your company, and Mr. and Mifs 
Dolman*s and your brother's, at my cell. Now 
the beft way I can think of to decide of this 
affair is, that I fhould go, at all events, to the 
Leafowes on Monday to dinner; and that ye 
all return with me, or immediately after me, to 
Barrells, as beft fuits you •, by which means I 
fhall have more of your company, and I may 
attend Mr. Meredith to a place he is fo defirous 
to fee if hb pan put off his journey to that day ; 
which I am apt to think he may eafily do, as 
Birmingham is in his way home: fo he will 
only dine at the Leafowes, where I propofe, 
with your leave, to take a night's lodging ; as * 
you was fo kind. to. defire : By which means I 
: . • D' 3 fhall 
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0iaH have more of your potnpany, and ^all 
fee your improvements mor^ at kifure -, and yo^r 
woods will afford a difFerent fccncry, when they 
are embrowrjed by the fhade of the evening, or 
when the moon glimmers tjiroygh their leaves : 
whereas I haye n^ver yet feen them but in full 
fpn-fhine, and when wal{;ing (had it been in any 
other plape) had been a toil. If yoii do not 
^ite me a line p the contrary^ by Thurftlay's - 
poft, yoij will fee me next Monday, the 7th i|ir 
ftant, at your Ferme ornif s and I hope fp bring 
you on the &th, to my Fq^ ^^%.<V-; for that 
you will find it. Having had fb much com- 
pany in my houfe, and the hay-harvpft havijig 
employed my fervants, the gardens were ne"- 
glefted juft when chey ought to have- been put: 
in order ; and the dry time has prevented thp 
pew-laid turf from joining ; and my pavillton^ 
when almoft finilhed, was pulled down again 
in part, to add to it a th^nt for Venus : fo that 
it is ftill uncovered ; and the rofes, ^c, are all 
fadedj apd give an ugly afpedl to my fiirub- 
bery, which waits your direftions to be new 
modelled : Bijt in this imperfed condition, if 
it affords ever fo litdfe pleafure to Mr. Dolman^ 
it will have done part of what I wiih it to do : 
and though I canaot treat him fo elegantly as I 
treated you with truffles and Calfodi-bread, he 

will 
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mil bcl'hcirtii7 wdcdmtf to the beans and bacon 
fny Farm produces, and to the chefefe of toy own 
dairy .«r-*I do not wonder y^ur neighbours vifit 
you frccjuenfly -, but I wifti they do not cnvy.yoUf 
and endeayoyr to fpy fome fault. I am per** 
iu^ed I fliaU like your fmall Gothic building 
better fban tbeir hwge one.-^I am proud of 
having mentioned the carpet pavement. I be- 
lieve thic I>u(:he& pf Somerfet's is not famous 
enough to hayp given occafion to the words 
ipoken by the Undies that vifited yours. I am 
^o proud c^ haying fhewn my approbation of 
your place, and of the manner of your improv- 
ing it, even in its infancy ; fince it is now uni- 
verfally admired by all who have any juft pre- 
(eniions to tafte. 

I fliou)d have b^yn my letter with con^- 
dol^nce upon your late illnefs, and congratula^ 
tions upon your p^coycry j but as it would hav^ 
done yo& no' go6d, you wHl excufe' my negtedi 
^d be fo juft as p believe, that^> thoi^h it is 
fiientioned Ifdl in my fcttcr, my good wiihes for 
your health and happinefs arc ever uppermoft 
in my mind, however derangt the manner of 
pxprefling them in my letters may be : for what 
(hey want in form, they have in finccrity ; which 
D f I, am 
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J am apt to think, you cfteem better, jthan £brxn« 
So I fhall only call ipyfelf . , . 

Sincerely yours, i 

H; LuXBOROUGM. 

The clergyman, Who has tfo\ifeled die prefs 
with his Lamentations over Polyantho^'s, and 
has prefixed my name to his performance, is one 
Mr. "PerSs; of Coughton, wliom I'never faw 
but twice ; ahdhehad nWer Teen Barrells when 
he Wrote it, but cariie to Tee rt,"in' ofder to make * 
his Dedication in pfaife 'of It." Biit I think he 
forms his ftippofitidn of my ^taking delight in 
floweVs (not frommy Shrubbery, Tpoit) from the 
art, with which' he fayi I ^lifaVir -adorned my 
apartments. Parfon Allen, whd'does not pre- 
tehd to be a poeir, 'has mslde a Dedicatiorr ia 
imitation of the 'other ;-- but, I think,' better;'^'' 

. Second Pqstscript ^.or, M^eJ^ffTardsic.. 

My Daughter owes ''^me a grudge for 'fi6*t 
carrying 'her to the Le^wes,' and'I reproach 
myfelf for it :^ but the day we were at BirmifjgC 
bam, it never teafed raining. * ' ^ • . • . ' . 
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OF A 

PASTORAL ELEGY 

HUMBLY IMITATED, 



(Mr.' Perks's Delation .to Lady LoxBdRouCH, 
cQrreded by Parfon Allen.) * ' 

t 

HEre fragrant flow'rs refrefh the mufing faiir, 
Whilft zephyrs waft their pdours thro' the 
air, . . , 

^Luxuriant fhoots^ with onje united blaw. 
Rival the colours of the various bow. . 
The wafbling fongfters on the bloflbm'd thorn . 
Stretch their n^elofiiQus throats, and wake the 
. .jcnorn. . , 

The bee laborious hums around the bower. 
And fips the balmy fwcets of ev'ry flower. 
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*Tis thus the varied fcene treats every fenfe i 
Pifplays the charms of youth and inpocence. 

Within, iiew objedb ftrike i;hc woijci'ringeyc, 
And ftrpkes of fculpturc with the pencil vyc. 
jHkre breatlling Aadows e^h a^rtonent gface, 
Aftd niesgre bvfftos l^ew theip Garble ficte. 
The robed Peer, full drawn, fxiajeftip ftands, 
An4 mimic miniature in motley bands, 
Theri? Nature's fports, from India's diftant {hore. 
Or ditJ^'d mligtiter irio^, * ^d in ooBt - 
See heap3 pf fiiells, old Ocean's gloily ftore. 
Have \s£% timir b|4ny i^ls, and w«ep no mpre \ 
Beneath the roUii^g yrave no longer fleep, 
Swept from the rocks and caycrns of the deep j 
3ome jjdlfut^hanc^r the pleafiBg nSk purf^. 
And ?dd new tuftrc to their naitive hue. 
The grotto's pri^e, when gayly interchang'd^ 
They Ihine, in regular corifufion rang'd. 
^^t Of tfe lo^iiiktt fight is ydi cmcpzP^^ 
l¥y Irtfttt*! art ftevcr to tft cjcteH^d. 
Here cv*ry flow'r, that decks th'enamellti ftic^ds^ 
Or thro* the* grdve its Vernaff beauty ^rtMds, 
In lively tilltsrfo rtattdfal, fo tirtif, 

f htfs^Taffe pdiitie, 3ttd Jfudgmcnt tMttt ftfiW^; 
Feaft the admiring eye, and cioltivate the hiin^« 



jli;tte;r 



LETTERS. 41 



]L E T T E H XIV. 

SIS, »irrdk, WtdhMsf, July sf , 

IH A V E juft time to tdl you, that I 
received ycmr moft agreeable and obliging 
letter ycftcrday 5 and fliall be glad of your 
f:ompany and yeur Btother^s, &c. next Wednes- 
day, being JO dine at Mrs, Cheftcr*s on Tuefday, 
—Outing writes word that if his coufin returns 
to London, as |ie intends, next Monday, he will 
come for two or three days to Barrells ^ and 
hopes to meet you and Mifs Dolman.— A re- 
port prevails at Henley whkh would give me 
great concern, but that your letter being dated 
}a(l Sunday makes me think it almoft rnipoffible 
to be true : yet it ftiocked me a good deal to 
hear the many circumftsmces repealed belonging 
to this fuppofed fatal accident \ which is, that 
Mr. Dolman was drowned laft Thorfday, beiflg 
a fifhing in Grove Field, near Warwick ; an4 
that his corpfe was brought to Litchfieki o^ 
Friday, and on Saturday two gentlemen fet oixt 
fq)arate roads for Oxford to get his fcholarflrip % 
one of which brought this news to the Swan, 
add told it to Mr. Hail and Mr. Holyoak, and 

another 
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another Oxford fcholar whom Mr. Hall is ac- 
quainted with, came the next day to Henley 
and <:onfirnied the fame, exprefling great con- 
cern. They added, that Mr. Welch's fon, of 
Grove Park, was fiihing with Mr. Dolman, but 
could not fave, him ; and that his eftate comes 
to his fifter. How to reconcile all this with 
your fending me his cpmpliments in your letter 
on Sunday, fome CEdipus muft determine. 
I will hope it is as falfe^ as it is true that 1 
am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble ftrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



LETTER XV. 

Barrells, Toefday night, Auguft 23d, 1748. 
SIR, 

IT is well I ram an invalid % but even that I 
fear will not be an excufe fufficient for my 
delaying thanks, fo greatly due to you,' Sir, to 
Mifs Dolman, and to your Brother, for tKe 
friendly vifit you made me at Barrells j which I 
fmcerely aflure you gave me both health and 
pleafure: for I -look upon thefetyfo as infepa- 

rablc 



J 
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rablc companions : and I am certain the rugged 
walk to Ulenhall Chapel (however ponducive 
to bealtbj according to the Phyfician, or to hap^ 
pinefs^ according to thfe Divine) would never 
have inclined me to undertake it, had not the 
company I was with fmoothed the road, and 
levelled the ruts ; for fuch was the effedt it 
had at leaft upon my im^ination. But the 
roads are as rough as ever, and I as lazy ; which 
fhews that we . hermits are to blame, droning 
away our time in our cells. For my parr, I had 
a fever, and kept my bed yeftetday : I am not- 
very ftrong to-day ; but to reftore my ftrength 
and health, (at leaft to give me pleafure) I pro- 
pofe to wait on Mifs Dolman at Brome next 
Monday (the 29th) to breakfaft and dinner; 
and to return to Barrells after viewing the Giants 
Caftle at Hagley. I will then /deliver to you 
the books you lent me, as alfo the green manu- 
fcript which I fo much valued myfelf upon 
having ftole from your pocket. Nothing could 
oiake^me releafe it but your promife in your 
laft letter of giving it me with Additions, ^hofc 
I fliall always covet ; and amendments I fhall 
never require. 

I have not. yet been well eAough to anfwer 
Lad'y Hertford's letter; fo have not fent h^r 
any thing more of yours. Queen Elizabeth 

you 
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jdtt know (he has; and u fie pkafcd her zi 
wjeil as my&lf in her firft drefs^ I have not fent 
har in the other. 

Mr. Outing (notmtbflan^ the fyllabubs) 
arrived here about two days after you left War* 
iRfickihire. He tells me nothing about maids 
or widows ; but does not feem. very ready to 
make new fyllabubs, nor to forget old friends *. 
but I confefs that his negle£l^ing the opportunity 
€^ felling them fo, doe^ not let his friendlhip off 
€0 the bei): advantage. Per}u4)s he leaves thofe 
marks of it in the dark, to let them appear in 
cfae more refplendent manner when he has held 
out the lantern of truth to enlighten them, as 
to his late feemingly remifs conduft. And uport 
this affair he is now I believe employed, having 
aiked for ink and paper* 

I fhink I faw a locuft 6n Sunday laft.: Mr. 
Bradley found it in his corn &ngly. If it is one^ 
one might call it z ffying grajhopper % for it is ex- 
aftly like the grafhopper, only two inches and a 
half long, and has a {)rown complexion, and fix 
&et ahd four wings ; and eats leaves. 

Smith's Defigns would undoubtedly (if well 
'Coloured) be delightful objefts, as I fuppofe 
chem all orawn in perfpeftive : and for the co- 
louring, you need be in no ftar of either ^rror 

or 
6 
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or fxpeiKx, m Yqncm4o thtm to l«<^ your* 

My niches are as hollow as wben you Id^ 
xhon, TIw pwfon I have ©ot ^n i and the in^ 
ci;9de4 4Uf r^n I had almoft forgot, for wane 
^ feeing ;he place. Such indolence U inexcu«> 
i^l9 » yet it does not make me in the linalkft 
(]«gFee forgetful of what regards my friends, 
flor of th?ir advice •, which I am ever grattful 
fQr> and wi& only I had fpirits good <ooug|i tt> 
Ivafteii tlw <i!xe;:ution of «he wcvkmen. 

My pa^r ^ows me only to %, that I 
ana. 

Your faithful lervanc, 

* H. LVXBOROVGH. 



. . M . -JJl U.. 
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P Bwwlk, MM4qr aigltt. Sept. sdw 174!. 

IT i$ with great pleafure | learn within thde 
few hours* that Banells is eight miles nearer 
(Q the t4S2£ffW th»n { have hithenjo thought it f 
juvl that the dieep r^ts I l^d ^formed an idea 
o4 9f^ tevelkid diow9 19 l90wling<^reens. ^h 
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is the account my fHend Johnfon givts ; whd 
ferves me with coals; lives at Northfield; is 
acquainted with I^^les Owen^ the Grange^ and 
with the Leafowes^ where he fays lives one Mf. 
Shenftone. He, by my defire, puts my poftil- 
lion into that lucky road to-morrow to carry 
you this letter •, by which I acquaint you of the 
pleafure I propofe from it : for in cafe it proves 
sis he fays •, and that you are not otherwife en- 
gaged, you will fee me at the Leafowes any 
day you plcafe to name, either of this week or 
the next after Wednefday. Mr. Outing and 
Mr. Hall will accompany me : and we propofe 
going early in the morning and returning at 
night to Barrells.— You fee, Sir, what an agree- 
able place, adorned with tafte, and more agree- 
able converfation, fubjedls you to : yet you 
might for this feafon^ have efcaped the trouble 
of our company, had it not been f6r your neigh- 
bour J^ojinfon's gopd r^ort\ who, had he been 
a divine, might perhaps have condufted more 
pilgrims to heaven by this favourable account, 
than others have done by the merit they pro- 
pofe to them, in reward for labojuring througR 
thorns, and ftruggling with dangers ; and might 
by the fame rule have freed you from the inter- 
ruption our vifit may give to eremitical retire- 
ment; if, like other more pious divines, he 
7 had 
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had left your roads as rugged and perilous as 
they appeared to us before he traced them out. 

I write a line to Mifs Dolman, (whoni I hope 
to meet ^t your houfe) and return her Pilking- 
ton's Memoirs, which entertained me agreeably. 
1 find, upon reading them over, that the per- 
fon To often mentioned and diftinguilhed by 
the letters J. W-^— *le, is Mr. Worfdaic the 
Painter. 

I fuppofe Saturday or Monday neict will not 
be difagreeable to you for our vifit : but leave 
it to your choice. 

Pardon this fcrawl^ wrote after midnight; 
and be fo kind as either to fend my iervant to 
Broom with my meflage to Mifs Dolman, and 
the book j or elfe to take charge of them for 
her. 

My compliments to Mr. Jofeph Shenftone. . 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 



BAcreUi, Sept. nth, 174SL 

YOUR bcncvokncc. Sir, to your fricndt 
does not leave them ttt your gaxe^ bat 
accompanies them home ^ and, left it (houid not 
remain in their meifiory, is refrefhed by new 
manlts of it. As fiich I look iipon your vatOistgjt 
and letter to-day ; and have the pleafure to af.- 
fure you, in anfwer to your kind enquiry, that I 
amfc £arfram bodily fuffering, that I am better 
in health than I have been for fome time paft; 
and my tnkid is greatly regaled by the ideas 
your charming fituation and more charming 
improvements have indulged it with. I muft 
in {f«rticuiar commend your hft alteration ; for 
I never faw a more advantageous one than the 
qlew you have given to lead to your wood, &c. 

Your apologies in point of lodging, fuppofe 
me to have neglefted your invitation, for fear 
of not meeting with fo good a one at the Lea- 
fowes as in the ruts of the Port-way, or fome 
dirty lane nearer home 5 which might have been 
!kur lot, as k was dark. But I hope you will do 

me 



ihc nlorc jufticc than tx> fuppofe I would havp 
been fo unkind to my&lf as tx> have quitted n 
j^Iace where I was fo preffingly invited, and 
fo s^reeably entertained, had 1 not been obliged 
.to return home that night. But left you fticuW 
think this a compliment, I promifc faithfully 
(and as it is for my own fake, you may believe 
me) to ftay, next time I go to the Leafowes, all 
that night, and as far of the next day as you 
ftiall think reafonable and fafe for travelling. 
This promife, or rather threat, you may depend 
bpon: ibbewarfe. 

I was glad of the ioncur of meeting Lord 
Dudley and his Sifter at your houfe ; and hope 
for fbat of feeing them at mine. The reft of 
the company which happened to come to you 
were <€»tr€nicly agreeable ; and I regretted no^ 
thing but want of day-light which deprived iM 
-of fo many pleafures at once. 

As to Paribn Hall, 1 never thought there was 
.any offence given him : if there was, / gave it 
firft ; but being unconfcious of it^ I never made 
him an excufe ; but, on the contrary, reproached 
•hiln for leaving my chaife a quarter of a mile 
:£rom home ; where^ when I came^ I found him 
;tcry good-huihoufedi and he lay here. How- 
xcverj wKen I received your letter this afternoon, 
tfmt it to him to Henley to read : he returned 

; ;. ^ E a i* 
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it immediately, with the inclofed anfwer ; and'I 
believe him fo fincere, that he never once ima- 
gined any perfon could take any thing that was 
faid but as a joke : and I confefs myfelf not only 
' {o ftncere^ but alfo {o ftupid^ that I did not con- 
ceive it could be fuppofed othefwife ; or that 
what was faid was capable of admitting of any 
other interpretation, ^till your letter reminded 
me, that perhaps before ftrangers it might not 
be proper : but if fuch is the cafe, before 
ftrangers one muft few up one's mouth, and 
be exceeding bad company, left they fhoiild 
imagine one wants common humanity to one's' 
own friend j which would here be the cafe, as 
I look upon Mr. Hall as mine. 

In the hurry yefterday of pleafure and fatigue, 
I forgot to return thanks for a fine greyhound 
I received from the Leafowes by my fervarit 
the laft time I fent. He has catched me a hare ; 
and feems of a race to catch many. — I beg my 
beft compliments to Mr. Jofeph Sheriftonc, 
whofe obliging temper is to be liked by all', and 
'is much regarded by me. 

I fuppofe Mifs.Dolman is returned to Broorn ; 
but hope you will make my compliments to her 
and her Brother in the moft friendly manner -, 
and wifh fo many miles and rugged ways ^did 
not part us. ' I begin to envy the ants, who are 

hid 
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hid from the world, and the world from them, 
till the fummer fnn returns to enliven it. This 
yQu will fay is a fad profpeft I have propofed 
to my view ; perhaps more really fcrious than 
Mr, Hervey's of the Tombs ! But true however 
it is, that winter in the country is too folemn 
to give pleafure, though it may give awe j and 
I love it as much as a child does a rigid parent. 
But to put off the evil day, I hope you will affift 
by lengthening out the autumn as long as pof- 
(ible, b^ your company here and your Brother's, 
3nd by your agreeable letters when I do not fee 
you. — I dare not name the Green Bbok now, 
though ^m(?ft?5 to -me ; for^you have paid great 
intereft for th^ loan of it, by the fix lines you 
s^cnv me to-dayV which ^re delightfully pretty » 
wid which Lord Dudley and myfelf ough( 
to. think ourfelvefiionoured by: but yet, the 
intereft paid, thf principal i^ ftill due, and the 
Green Book is ftill my pbje^. , Whatever^ 
ybiJ write, or defigp, is fo j therefore it is faying 
fio more than you have heard me fay before j 
and which I am hopeful you y?ill believe, 
knowing that I deferve by my fincerity to be 
i?ftccmed . 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

E 3 H. LuXBOROUQ^* 
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P. S. Mr. Sanders fpcafcing of the dimeiif-' 
fion of his Optic Glaffes yefterday, put me irt 
tnind of meafuring mine. It is near three inchei 
^nd a half diameter, convex on one fide, apd flat 
0ri' the othpr -, in which latter account k re- 
fcmbles his : but I hope you will have fome 
further inftruftions ft^o^n him dbaut it, as h6 
fcems to be very fngen}ous etnd curious, and I 
may glean after ydu. 
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; S I JL, 'Ba^dls, 8qn4af, Qftp^r ifith* i7-f|» 

THE impatience with wliich I waited ft» 
the pleafure of hearing from you, in an^ 
fwtr to my kft, I looked iipon as a proof thatf 
nothing I co4iki re^d wis fd Agreeable to me as 
khat you wrote : and hdd I been doubtful ii9( 
my opinion, your letter iarid Autumn yerfe* 
Would have confirmed it. This is no cdmpli-5 
mierrt, nor am I guilty of flattery. I fpeafc my 
mind j fo that if I am guilty of an error^ it muft 
be in judgment : and I do no; believe it pof- 
fible, even for all your modefty, to pack a jury 
|Iiat would find me fo in iifis cafe: yttjuft as I 
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am to your writings, I am partial to the autumn 
fcafon :— perhaps you will become fo when 
grown fomewhat older ; and not exclaim againft 
that pen/he feafon (as you call it) which, if it 
does not afibrd all the gaieties of fpring and 
fummer, is however attended with fewer difap- 
pointments. Would you in fpting enjoy. the 
beauty of your parterre, a fudden Ihower drives 
you home ; in fummer you are obliged to Ihut 
out the delicious profpcft of the ripened grain 
and the various labours of the peafant, left, 
like him, you fhould be fcorched by the fun- 
beams, which your fpreading waters refleft the 
more ftrongly, or be catched, though under the 
Ihelter of an oak, by the nicrcilefs lightning : 
whereas in autumn, though more languid, the 
fun has ftill power to chear, and its gentle 
heat caufes no pain •, it ftill ferves to ripen 
fruits, which are to be your confolation in win- 
ter 5 and though th^ days are fhort, every hour 
of them may be enjoyed in meads and groves, 
where indeed the trees lofe their verdure ; but 
k is no more than changing their drefs (as fomc 
lowly nymphs have done of late) from a plain 
green gown to a rich brocade mixed with ten 
thoufand fhades : and as it is wove by the hw4 
of Nature, fhould ftill pkafe in its variety;, 
though not equally as in ks bloom \ nor (hould 
E4 its 
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its more Tolemn and decent appearance anticu 
pate by refledtion the. rigours of winter/ Tea 
foon fhe will make her Iblvering naked appear-, 
ance, and make ijs wiih ourfelves buried with 
the ant, till fpring returns, unkfs fome fecial 
friends affemble (as at JBarrelU in 1747) to 
fupply with their cpnverfation the abfence of 
the fun.— I cannot .perfuad^ Mr, Outing to 
. allow of my indulgence jo ^utunin •, though, to 
favour my argument. Nature has been fo re- 
markably kind this laft Oftober to adorn my 
Shrubbery with the flowers that ufually blow 
^t Whitfuntide, and deck my apple-trees with 
bloflbms, which we faw upon two of the trees 
three days ago, and have now primrofes and 
poly anthufes growing. Perhaps it is. not fb at 
the Leafowes ; for though the lame Tun lights 
us, it may be clouded over there, and your 
flowers mihered all when Thomfon, died. — Na- 
ture indeed flibuld mourn for one who fung fo 
well her praifes ; but that debt paid, and his 
urn placed in your grove, (fo worthy of its re- 
ception) Ihe will no longer weep her Poet, but 
adopt you her favourite' to fucceed him.— His 
Caftle of Indolence I have read at laft, and ad- 
mire feveral parts of it. He makes the Wi- 
zard's iSong moft engaging: but, as Lady Here- 
ford obferves, it is no wonder ; for 

** He Bccdg no Mafc who diftatcs from the Heart j*** 

an4 
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.>nd Thomfon's heart was ever 'devoted to that 
Archimage, Do not copy him too nearly in 
that; jt. would be cruel to yoyr friends, if, 
like hi'm. 



** ' ' » ' your ditty fwett 

*^ Yop loathed much to write, nor cared toreiwat.** 

I fliall be glad to fee the model of your urn ; 
but more glad to fee the urn itfelf in your 
grove, and its Jhadow trembling in your tranf^ 
parent ftream. I hope it will be well executed^ 
^s if will give you a. penfive pleafure, and to. all 
who fee. and read how you hav^ celebrated the 
memory of one who fo well deferved it. Fu- 
ture urns no doubt will be raifed to you, but 
long may they rem'ain unnecefla'ry J' though, 
according to your propofing to end your lahcurs 
(which is ending your pleafures)* as foon as two 
more things ^re efefted, I fhbuld lo6k upon 
your death as very hear, and that you imagine 
he is to fnatch you to his arms juft as yqu arc 
laying the laft white brick of thefecond garden- 
feat : for no lefs a monarch than he could flop 
the cpurfe of your elegant improvements. ' If I 
guefs right, the moft rapid current, or (what 
is yet ftronger) the moft afpiring ambition might 
as well be ftopped as your inclination ceafe 
^hich forces you "to adorn your villa, or ever 

your 
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y©«r tafte defcend to the vulgar rule 0f feavmg 
things as you found them. I often wifh 1 had 
ftftd that (amc ufcful vulgar prudence ; and yet 
how aihamed fhould I have been of it, y^rbch 
-friends of tafte had few> me enjoy the tWftles 
and netdes that adorned this favage pkce^ as 
contentedly a& the afs that feeds on them ! 

If your fxpojiuktions with Mr. Lyttelton were 
jjkttf^neSy his vifit was as much fo ; and upon 
fiich occafions I never love to be behind-hand 
KPith ^ft?/ people. 

X^e <?ldeft Ton of Archimage, and the little 
found fat oily Man of God, talk of making you 
^ yi^t the week that is now coming in 5. and 
fot thaj I waited to write : but unlefs weather, 
roads^ and all conveniences confpire, I tell the 
former, I am fure he will not fet out But he 
fays I do not form ^ right notion of him -^ iol 
Jcavg it to him fQ proye. In the meaq time, 
t^ey deffre their coiripliments to you ; I fup- 
pofe I nee^ po; fay I mean Mr^ Outing and Mr, 
Hall.rrl will fend Dodfley*s three volumes by 
thcm.-T-As to your thought jibout iinproving 
the Show-box, I do pot defplfe it for believing 
you took It fvoxt\ |he thing called London 
Cries, which children play with •, for the great 
Handel has told me that the hints of his very 
bcft fongs have feveral of them been owing to 
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(die founds in fais ears of cries iir the ftteot : aii4 
^by may your eyes not take a him from thf 
inanner in which they are exhibited in the foi!K- 
inentioned little machine ? but I queftioq if i% 
^an be fo w^U performed in fo large a thing n 
thefe machines we have. The paper woul4 
rumple if not fattened to pafteboard, and if 
faftened, would be toe ftiff to roll round the 
rollers •, yet I do not knaw whetlier^ as you 
obfcrve, fome fort of canvas might not do, It 
would be a good amufcment in the Wizard^s 
Caftlej for by this means |t would give no 
^rouble to bring all the beautiful gardens and 
palaces of the world to your yiew, a? his chiy-^ 
llal globe by turning Ihewed him the various 
turns of man. For my part, I propofc to have 
at my Caftle of Barrells JEolus's Harp ; a mulic 
which will never ceaie here as long as the winds 
maintain their power. 

I do not complain of yow punftuality as to 
paying intereft for the Green Book -, but I am 
ftill as impatient for the principal, as if you 
had allowed me nothing to live on. I am aUb 
jealous of the Red Book^ who robs me I fear of 
your tirtie. Mr. Outing'^ anxiety is for the 
|lcd one ; fo I expcft no compaffion frpm him : 
^11 I dcfire is, that, whether green or red, you 
If i}l let me have fome of your fTcrh to fubfift 

upon 
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iroon this winter: and if I did riot fear to 
iiiake too many demands at once, I would alfo 
•beg forfme of your company. 

'' lam, SiV/ ' - 

i: ., you^moftvobliged humble fervant, 

li h; . .. ... - - H» IkVXBdROUGH. 
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^^'B^^ BarrelU, November 2d, 1 748. 

IN.. the laft letter I wrote you (which I hope 
you received) 1 promifed to fend you 
Etodflcy's Mifcellany by Mr. Outing ?nd Mr. 
H^JLthe wcel?. fpllQwing-, but finding they 
have not yet fixed a day for their journey, I am 
jefolyed to veaturf fendipg the book3 by your 
faj!tljiful.poft\4iQa|ar^ (to whom Mr, Bradley wjU 
^qliver them). jt:ather than to w^it any longer. fof 
roeflengers wjia may perhaps never perform 
their promife : for the beauties of autumn will 
fpoa decay, though they are not decayed yet ; 
fhe.xoads grow bad, and the days, ^hich are 
;iirpdy Ihort, will be Ihorter i and Mr. Outing's 
bupnefsy which obliges him to be in London 

before 



^ 
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before this mohth is ouf, may all fervc as rca* 
fons perhaps for their not going to the Lca- 
fowcs this yfjaf, aild may be the.caufe of my 
fccming to negleft what you defire of me ; which 
I am incapable of : and therefore, in juftice to 
myfelf, I fend the books another Way j but m 
juftice to Mr. Outing, (whorfi I often accufc of 
indolence) I muft* fay that his inclination and 
fricndlhip in this cafe got the better of his lazi* 
nefs, and of every dragon that might fall in hia 
way to obftru£t his journey ; but not caring tp go 
alone fo far, and Mr, Hall being bent upon the 
fame vi/it, they agreed to go tc^ether ; and the 
latter, after fixing feveral days, and being pre- 
vented by his Father's illnefs once, and various 
things at other times, tells Mr. Outing now 
that he has no horfe, and had rather defer going 
tiH fpring; fo that I forefee Mr. Outing will 
be deprived of the pleafiire he propqfed for the 
prcfcnt, unlefs you will be fo good as to come 
to Barrells, where you would not only fee him, 
.but give me the pleafure of your company; 
which you did promife me when I faw you laft ; 
and which will make me very happy : fince I 
value it greatly in the blooming feafon of the 
year, you may judge what a cordial it will be 
in the frozen folitary feafon that approaches. I 
ought not indeed to invite you at fuch a time, 

but 
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but it is a proof that I am fendble of your good 
nature, which takes pleafure in iiotKiflg fo much 
as in obliging; ; and I hare for that reafon vcii-. 
tured to point out the way iri which you aotf 
fure of obliging greatly. 

Sir. 

Your faithful hunjble iervant^ 

H^ LvxBOROircHi 

P. S. Could you lend me the Sbutttecock t It 
is for Mr. Aljen to read once more* 

Mr. Outing begs his complimeats to you, 
and hopes you will be convinced (and I hope tht 
fame) that, notwithftanding my joke ^out bis 
lazinefs in my former letter, he was ready and 
4efirous to perform this journey ; and he noB^ 
jtjpents waiting for Mr. Hall ; fo that you can* 
not fcruple favouring him with your compaai^ 
here ; or ;f you fliould' be fo cercmoni<M9 at 
^at, /might yet claim a vifit from you. 

My beft compliments, pray, at Broom, andl 
%o your Brother, whom I hope to fee berc.'^^ 
^.m impatient for the Green Book.— -Mr. Outing^ 
m^ I are gathering flower-feeds proper for your 
grove \ which I will fend you to Tow in fpring^ 
wif h fome Star of Bethlehem and fome Layers of 
Pafion Flowers for your Hermit, and to nuke 

yo«r 
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your Hermitage more proper for the recepticn 
of Mr. }mD£s Hervcy, if he fliould cravcl your 
way. 
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Barrcllsy Sanilay l^venia^^ Nun i^th. I74f« 

TH E unccruinty of my receiving an an- 
fwer from you in due time, according to 
the date, and alfo my prefent uncertainty as to 
which day of this month I am mod likely to 
hajre the pleafure of your company at Barrells, 
and, above all, the fear of being by Ibme ac- 
cident deprived of it, or by my abfence fecm 
uodeferviag of it, are all reafons which oblige 
me without the lead delay to acquaint you, 
that^ hefore I received your laft welcome letter, 
I had yielded to Mr. and Mrs. Reynalds's ftrong 
invitation to SomcrvileVAfton ; where, had I 
refufed to go, yet Mr. Outing muft have gone, 
having part of his wardrobe there (as his lirft 
vUk from l^oodoQ wai to them) ; as alfo, fome 
iHifitiefs which he (ays he muft go to finifh, even 
if I ihould 9giaAB be prevented from going where 
I have been fo long eicpedted : apd I dare fay 
9 you 
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you would be forry to find him gone from 
Barrells 5 and more fo, to have a fecond time 
reafon to think his friendfhip remifs in its duty* 
Therefore, Sir, thefe confidcrations weighed, I 
detertfiine to fend a meffenger to the Leafowes 
to-morrow with this, and my compliments to 
you and 'Mr. Jofeph ShenjBrone; and |K:o ac* 
quaint you, that our day of march from Bar-, 
itlb t6 Aftoii'is fi:lced for Friday next, the i8th 
inftant ; and that of our return for the Friday 
following, the 25th : arid we fliall depend upon 
feeing you the firft moment your bufineft or 
inclination permits. How readily would my> 
pen and wifhes fix the 26th, th^t being the 
earlieft moment ; but you obfervei in your let- 
ter to Mr. Outing, that fixing days is an-eh- 
croacjiment upon liberty ^ therefore I am filent^ 
and fubmit to the time which fuits your con* 
veniency. And as I do not intend to make any 
more excurfions till fpring returns, and do- not 
expeft any company here, I fear no interrup- 
tions from this fide the LickeCy (how do you 
fpell it?) and flatter myfelf there will be none 
on the other : then ftiall I * fee you arrive per- 
haps through fnow or rain, which will heighten 
my gratitude, but moderate my joy. The 
Green Book will add greatly to my pleafure^ 
and your converfation will make me -prefer 

winter 
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.Winter to .'my favourite autumn,, though I have 
refufed that preference to fpring: but to' fay 
the truth, no feafon can be difagrccable in com- 
pany one likes ; nor none agreeable with the 
infipid or unfociable, the unfriendly, or the un- 
meaning, the defigning, the tale-bearing, the 
pedantic, or the ignorant^ &Ci &c. from all 
. which may the Divine Powers deliver us j and 
'may I foon erijoy the reverie company in my 
. chimney corner ! then ftiall I be agreeably en- 
. tertained •, Mr. Outing be eafed from his fears 
. of not feeing you before he leaves the country ; , 
and Mr. Hall be enabled to make his own excu- 
fes to you, and in particular to Mr. Jpfeph Shen-r 
ftone for not performing his prontife. He feems 
penitenti^and I galled him a little^ though with 
your gentle and kind reproaches, which he felt, 
flotwithftanding at that inftant he was wrapt-in 
ecftacies of joy and admiration ; for he had pur- 
•chafe4 ail incomparable hprlp the day before. 
T)ie beauty of novelty is great with him -, but it 
will he decayed before this month ^s out, and he 
will then have the more time to give you mirks 
bf his friendlhip -, which I dare fay is always fi^- 
cere, and not tranfient, as his paffion for his 
horfe may be.— *Now I have anfwered for him, 
F permit 
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permit me to fay for myfelf, that I tai moft 

ftcacfily. Sir, 

Your fincere and obliged 

humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUCH. 

If it fuitcd you to go with us to Somerviks* 
Afton, I can anfwer for your welcome there, 
as well as for the additional pleafure it will be 
^to me and to Mr. Outing ; who would tell 
you fo himfelf, but the meflenger who is to 
carry the letter cannot wait ; and he expcfts to 
fee you fo ifoon, that my pfen only Ipedcs 'for 
him now. 

Lord Dudley gave me hopes of coniing to Bar- 
rells, which would do me honour and pltafure. 
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» 

Wooton, Sunday ETenin^, Nov. ioth^ ijJtt^ 

S I Ry 

TH E inclofed, of ancient date, will inform 
you of the dilemma I have been in. — ^Hav- 
ing a kind of hofpital of fick fcrvants was no 

agreeable 
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ftgrce^Ic Gifcumftancei and the fear of difo- 
bliging mjr friends at Soitiervifes-Afton, or of 
inifling of the pjeafure of your company at 
Barrel!*, had you c6m6 Whilft I was thcfe^ 
Were reafons that diminifhed the happinefs I 
propofed by both thofe yifits ; mine to them^ 
atnd yours to me* To prevent thefe misfor- 
tunes, I Wis fending a meffenger to the Lea- 
fowea with the inclofed, when my houfekeeper 
was taken dangetoufly ill^ and obliged me to 
fend my meffenger to Afton, inffiead of the Lea- 
fbwes, to acquaint th^m I could not go thithef 
according to my promifci but he met Mr, 
Reynalds on the fo'ad coming to fetch me. He 
ftayed with mc from Tuefday till Thurfday, 
every moment cxpefting you ; and the more 
fo, as he found by me, that your defign was to 
come whilft Mr. Outing*! bufinefs permitted 
him to ftay in Warwickfhirc, which was not to 
exceed this month. Irt (hort, Mn Reynalds 
left mc on Thurfday^ but infifted upon thf- 
promifing to go to Afton on Wednefday next, 
and you with me (for he concluded you would 
be at Barrells now, becaufe it wants but terl 
days of the end of the month).-^My fervant is 
got pretty well— Mr. Outing is ftill here, 
though he cxpefts every day or hour to receive 
a. fummons to go to London; and Mr. Rey- • 
F 2 nalds 
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nalds has fent hi« fervant purpofely to-day with 
a letter to defirc us not to fail to go on 
WedneHday, and that he will come again to 
ifetch me ^ and alfo an invitation to you to go 
with us : already he has contrived to keep rootn 
for you, therefore you will not ftay away upon 
a fuppofition of any inconvenience to him. I 
fliall return home on Wednefday, the 30th inft, 
and ihall hope you will return with me, and 
enliven this melancholy feafon by your agreeable 
company. — Mr. Outing defpairs of feeing you, 
.unlefs you come to Afton with 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 
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SIR, Barrells, December 1 2th, 1748* 

Ti /TETHINKS I fee you. by your chimney- 
xVJL fide, your pen in your hand, and the 
Red or Green Book before you, juft going to 
cxprefs with poetical elegance fome refined or 
fublime thought, which might have afforded 
pleafure and improvement to prefent and future 
ages ; when you are interrupted by your old 
poftwoman, who prefents you my infipid letter; 
you £xQyfn a juft diflike to the interruption, r^- 
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vmge yourfelf with your heel on the innocent 
plaifter of your room, and then you begin to 
confider ferioufly what can have drawn upon 
you the plague of an epiftolSry correfpondencc, 
to which you had endeavoured to put a Rop by' 
not anfwering my two laft letters : and you will* 
not guefs at the reafon, unlefs I tell you that I . 
write now chiefly for other people's bufmefs. 
In the firft place. Lady Hertford, at my recom-* 
mendation, (thinking it would be agreeable to 
you) confer)ts to fubfcribe to Mr. Smith's Draw- 
ings ; which you will be pleafed to acquaint 
him of: and I was willing to let you fee the 
fuccefs of my recommendation as fqon as I 
could. You feemed to efpoufe the man's inte- 
reft, and to approve of the Views he is going 
to publifh i and I could have wilhed to ferve 
more effentially any perfon recommended by 
you.-rvl am next. Sir, to return Mj*. Allen's 
thanks and his compliments to you, with Mr, 
.Whiftler's Poem. Mr. Reynalds^'s devoirs I 
am alfo defired to pay you, and thofe of Mr. 
Outiiig ; who were both forry you did not ac- 
cept of the invitation to Someviles-Afton. — ;• 
Here ends my embafly. 

Before I conclude, I muft tell you, that I went 

to Afton on the day I wrote you word I fhould 

go, and returned hither on| Thurfday, the firft 

F 3 of 
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of this month s which ^fua phly one day later 
than I intended, and th^t W|i8 becaufe of the 
death apd burial of one of the invalid fervants, 
which (as I wrote you word) made an hofpital 
of my houfe at Aat timc^-Mr. Outing returned 
with me, hoping to {ind you h^re, and did 
npc leave me till lad Thurfday, I am now 
alqne, and the feafon not inviting to travellers ; 
hut the weather and roads are good j and 4S 
yOu find fewer horrors in Winter than in Au-» 
tymn, I will hope that you will once more en* 
liven it with your company : my hearths will 
bla^e the brighter, and Eolus will iet bis harp 
to fofter mufic, or feem to do fo, if you are 
here ; and focial Winter will vie not only with 
fruitful Autumn> but alfo with flowery Spring, 
^nd be fure of fuccefs, if you favour my Her«- 
mitage with your company. 

J fend you Lady Hertford's (or rather the 
Puchefs of Somerfet's) Letter to perufe, and 
defire you will return it as foon as poifible, 
fpr I have not anfwered it.— If you have the 
Peruvian Letters, I fball be glad to fee them- 

Mr. Hall ftays for this fcrawl, and only 
allows me time to fay that 

I am, Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, and 

Conjtant C$rrefpondent •, 

I wiih 
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I vfiStt I could fay, in the flyle of the weekly 
News-papeis, 

" Tour conftant Rtader^^ 

H« LUXBOROVGH. 



My compliments at Broom ; and I hope to 



fee Mr, Jofeph Shenftonic h^re. 
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SIR, Barrelkj Sanday, December iSth, 1748. 

THOUGH there were not in the reproofs 
I took the liberty to give you, the fame^ 
delicacy as in thofe the Duchefs of Somerfet 
gave me, I may venture to fay they arofe from 
the fame a^otive j which I am proud of, and 
will, I hope, produce the fame effeft ; which 
will give me great pleafurc. Her's have already 
obliged me to be more than pimAual ; for I 
have wrote to her Grace twice in eight dayi, to 
atone for having wrote but once in eight 
months : and you. Sir, have already atoned 
for all the remiflhefs I accufcd you of, by the 
very pbligiug letter I have received this even- 
F 4 ing ; 
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ing; and by reviving my hopes of feeing ybu 
foon at Barrells. It is fufficient, thgt your not 
coming or writing fooner, was no way owing 
to your want of friendfliip : that enfures youc 
pardon ; and I find myfelf now become the 
penitent finner, but expeft the fame pardon \ 
for' I am fenfible I was too fevere (thoi^h 
meant in raillery) when I reprimanded you ' 
for not coming or writing into Warwickftiire ; 
whereas I ought to have confidered I was ir^ 
another county nine or ten days, and that you 
could not guefs I h^d left orders to be fent for 
if you came, or to have your letters brought 
n:ie ifyoH wrote.— r After my retun|, indeed, Mr. 
Outing's expeftations' of feeing you were raifed 
by our not hearing from you ; which he attri- 
buted t6 your defign of coming here before 
his return to London ; and his expeftations 
rai(ed .my hopes-, fo that the laft fix days 
(which was the full time he could allow him- 
felf to fojoiirn here) feemed fo ma*iy years to 
him, and made me -think the time' the long7 
er, though I had 'not equal reafoti to grieve 
at the difappoi^ntment, being fuftained by hope, 
whilft iie has caufe to' defpair perhaps for 
many months to come.' But really, as he was 
the aggr^iTor laft year, the affair feems to me ' 
to be already compromifed between you, with- 
out 
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plat the ie^ft jdcc^fi^ of refi^ence tp a third 

Mr. Aljen was here liafl: week, but is gone ; fo 
jthat I caanot make your coiDpUments to him 
npw, but I can an^er that he will be gM 
to make his tQ you in perfpn, a$ hp has agrea; 
efteem for you» He think§ fo yrpU pf Mr, 
Whiftler^s Ppern, 5md is fo pleafecj with moft 
of the thoughts, that he wilK^ theni new 
drefled, or rather the whole thing revifed by 
fomc good poet of age naore nwture than that 
gentleman's then was, and imagines it worthy^ 
ofthcircare. 

Permit me to interrupt what I am faying 
with a curfe againft cl-ow-pens. If I was to add 
to the cijrfcs ih the Service for Afcwcdncfday, 
the crows would be loaded lyith thiem; or ra- 
ther, the men who invented putti^ig their quiU^ 
to this ufe, which at prefent gives me into- 
lerable fatigue, and will prevent my faying 
half, of what I would fay to you :— How much . 
more friendly are th$. geefel Mii^ were all 
retired to reft befprj? T returned, from iny dc- 
votions at Henley ; arid I ney^r onpe thought, 
or imagined that turkics could produce a quill 
capable of writing fo good a hand as your let-' 
tpr is .wrote in. Surely the bird you killed fort 
l^ixl Dudley^ and with whofe quill. you wrote 
1 to 
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16- me, inuft' ba^e b^n a phemix m di%uife ! 
How could we have been both fo elegandy 
feaft^d by any^ common biid I- If* my turkic^ 
cairkd fo much wit in theit quilb, they (hould 
not live till morning, but fhould be facrificcd 
to you. But if, on the contrary, they can only 
convey inj^ wit^ let tbem live, and let mi be 
filent {qt your fake.— Your ^ant of gilt pap^ 
was no moFe to be regarded than your want of 
a coronet or cn»irn. My want of a pen and 
ink is really want of common necefladies, 
bxead or water: yet the faA is i^ that I can 
come at neither that will make what I write 
ip|ieUigible« AMI can do for you is, to make 
vtij letter the ihorter. But I muft firft commend 
yoMF intended alterations in your houie, though 
they prolong the time of your abfence. 'The 
room you deferibe, .is <^ a good- dimenlion, as. 
well as elegant : the literary will be the fame, 
and wMl be* a lafting pleasure to yoo. It is now 
only in embrio : the improving it to the per* 
feftion yo^ ppopofe, will be a daily amule-- 
ment. Your fine profpe<5fe8 and waters will affift 
you in making' w^ty- tWng round it enchants 
iftg: but -il yqu &otild be as fenlibk of the 
beiaudes of the Leafowes as your friends^ arc, 
they would 1 never be abl^ to get yoo from it j 
zafA as I i];ould be one of the great^ft fufierers, 

Iwill 
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FwiU not enoourage you to like it too muclu 
Yet I may venture to fiiy, that I think the 
t^ujl^ing you fend me the iketch of, will be a 
Qne ornament to one of your woods, and ycKiir 
qm a ^tr^ proper and friendly addition to the 
other. You fay nothing of . either of the 
Sketchy lb that I do oo( know which you Yon^ 
fixed upon : I think thofe I have marked with 
2 and 3, are too common a fhape, and would 
4o better in a church than a grove \ that you 
have wrote the infcription upon, is a better 
ibape in my eye ^ but I think the top-orndment 
iV>t very pfttty, though better than the flame 
in the fecond. The garland of flowers menda 
ti|C iliape of the third : but I imagine you have 
fixed on the firfl:, and think it will be very 
handfome. I do iK>t think the pipe, &c. on 
the fourth would be ugly if iiyng by a rib* 
hand to the knot which joins the foliage ; but I 
da not is^ well like th^ bale of the urn : but I 
fpeak with great ignorance, and amfequently 
with great fybmi^ioA, which you wilt fay if. 
not always a coniequrace of ignorance \ but ie^ 
ought to be fb, and is ib where the^noraat are 
^Aot by xutur^ foola : i^pr4ipos to wluch, permit me 
to fay, :«hat i muft be a great one, if I think my^ 
fdf c9{>aUe of crkicifing upon your writings of 
any fort.-!^Thcelegifcs you have the goodnefs to 

intruil; 
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intrufl: to mc, ihall be as fccure as if they were 
a.trcafurc locked, up in an iron chcft and 
fcrewed to the floor. I will indulge nvyfdf 
whiMl they are in my poffeflion, with looking 
them over; but am incapable of ^flifting^'^«,- 
by giving my judgment upon them: without 
appearing too humble, I may fay this, even 
without ccnfuring Nature ; for there niuft be 
fbme learning as well as common fenfe, to be 
able to corre6t works of that kind : however, 
if you will do as J have heard fome great poet 
did, (I think Moliere) who tiead b^s Works to 
his ignorant footman before he publifhed them ; 
judging that what appeared wrong to him was 
wrong, becaufc it muft be unnatural ; I may 
be of about as much ufe and qo more, 
I 'Mr, ^d Mrs. Reynalds.wilhed your com- 
pany at Afton, when I was there, for a double, 
aafon :-— their own pleafure, and the pleafure 
they take in entertaining all their guefts with 
what is moft agreeable to their fcveral . /^^j V 
ahd.they knew. your qompany would be agree* 
able, to mine. They do not talk or coming to. 
Barrells at phriftmas, nor befiare the winter is 
Q*iep ; but r am perfuadcd Mr. Reynalds him-\ 
fcif would CQme with fpeed^ ifl coyld let him 
Ij^QW when you would be here. It is a jour-». 
ggy of only thrge hoyrs qn horfeback.-^J fpturn 

thanks 
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thanks for the Flower Piece, and will read it 
with pleafure, as you recommend it. 

My head-fervants lire recovered. She who 
died was a young houfemaid. I am obliged to 
you. Sir, for enquiring. — My five cows continue 
well, though every body's cows die round them. 
I look upon it as a peculiar bleffing to me, 
who am indebted to them for perfed health, 
I eat heartily, grow too fat, and have not tafted 
wine, beer, nor cyder, thefe two months or 
more.— I ^am now bufy in planting the lane 
that joins the coppice, and have chofen my trees 
according to my years. The abele is what I 
plant ; which in four years time will produce 
multitudes of letts, and grow *to be a good 
fliade. Sir Robert Cocks has fent me an hun- 
dred or two of them as a prefent. 

My compliments attend Mr. Shenftone and 
the family at Broome: Mr. Hall's attend you, 
— and 1 am inviolably* 

Your fmcerc friend and fervant, 

H. L. 
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# 

Barrells, Janoaiy 416, 174^-99 Nbc at UlglkU 
SIR, 

IR E C E I VE D your letter of the 30th ult* 
this evening, in my bed; to which I was 
confined by a nervous fever. I could not even 
read it ; for I had not &en day-light fince the 
fun fet, the evening before ^ which tedious time 
was not once indulged with fweet repofe. I am 
now up, and think it fliould be morning ^ buc 
as yet, there appears to me as much irregularity 
in time as there is in my pulfe, and as you arc 
fure to find in my letter ; cfpecially as it is wrote 
under thefe circumftances* I imagined I could 
not hold a pen, and I find it only poffible by in-« 
tervals. I have however remembered the late 
rough notes of my croaking crow enough to rcjeft 
the a0iftance of his quill, and have recoutfe to 
the goofe to return the compliments you make 
me, imagining the quill of that bird would fa- 
vour me as it did you : but I am difappointed '^ 
fhe is ftill ftupid ; and her filler, who lerved 
you ib^ well, mufi: have been bred at Paris, if 
7 one 
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Di^ judges by her politenefs : and if you havie 
^vcr employed her in the Poetical Pieces you 
have fent me, I fhall think (he has ftudied at 
Parnaflus.— Why muft the filly look of thp 
gopfe entitle her to be the emblem of hothii^ 
but ftupidity, when the more filly gravity of 
the owl allows him to be the emblem of wif- 
dom? Henceforward I (hall prefer geefc to 
' all other of the feathered kind : at leaft, the 
geefe of the Leafowes. 

I am glad your parlour wants no m<5re to 
finifli it than ftucco. Mr. Wr^ht of Worcef- 
tcr ftuccoM my Summer-houfe ; ) which is well- 
done, as to workmanfliip. Where aiore ele- 
gance is required, he employs an Italian under 
him. They, did the new work at Wai^idc 
Cattle, at thePriory, and the infide of the Tem- 
ple at Lord Archer's. 

Mr. Smith's letter to you, Sir, is exceeding 
polite ; and I rejoice that he looks upon ,the 
Leafowes in the- light that place appears to me : 
my vanity is indulged by it, as is my cof^ant 
defire to perform what is agreeable to you, 
finc^ he feems ib well pleafed that the Duchefs 
of Somerfet's name ihould be added to his litt, 
and that I have had the good fortune to pro- 
cure it. Her Grace has been very ill, and is far 
from being recovered, though ihe did me the 

honour 
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honour ito write me a compliment of con^kf^ 
lerlce upon the death of Lord St. Johh,« my 
Brother (at Naples) which fhe fays Ihc did, 
knowing that I ever write benefits on a fock^ but 
injuries on fund. I have, indeed, in* this very 
inftance, felt that fhe does mejufticej for tte 
news of his death, which my Brother Bolin^- 
broke wrote laft Monday fevennight, was thfc 
firft cavife «f my diforder.— I have been difablcd 
from reading lover your Elegies with the atten- 
tion / could wilh and they do merit \ but I am 
well ptjrfuaded, they will pleafe better judges, 
as they do me -, and that they want but little 
of the afllftance of thofe judges to make therh 
fts perfeft as yourfclf and your friends can de- 
fire. I cdnfefs, the length of the Preface gaVe 
ihe fome pain, left the impatience of many rea- 
ders might make them lay down the book 
before they got to what that is meant to intro- 
duce them to: and in fome perfons it maiy 
raife fcruples as to the proprfcty of the Elegies, 
which they would not ever hav6 thought of 
objefting toi as it is a kind of difleftation updh 
that fpccies of poetry, and might perhaps (if 
neceffary at all) be better printed as fuch after 

"the Elegies. The many tedious and bad pre- 
faces that have fatigued the world; may have 

* perhaps caufed a diflike to fuch introductions, 
9 howcvct 
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however pcrfcdb they may be, and made them 
be condemned by numbering the pages, rather 
than by reading them ; and whether they are 
right or Wrong in doing fo, I believe all writeri 
are under a fort of nccefiity of fubmitting to 
the fafhion of the times, or of renouncing api 
plaufe, even when they beft deferve it: and 
that that fliould beyour cafc^ who' deferve fo 
much, would be a concern to all your friends, 
and to none more than to me. I confefs, I was 
doubtful if I ought to objeft to this preface 
to yourfelf, though I thdught as I now write 
about it 5 but was diffident of my judgment, 
till you mentioned an intention of curtailing it 
at leaft. The feventh Elegy I like as well as 
any I have had. time to look over, and was the 
mof-e inclined to read it, as you had Lord Beau- 
champ in view in the latter part ; but I am 
apt to think the t>uchefs would rather be buri 
than pieafed at the application of it, bccaufe the 
late Duke Was fo barbarous as to fay that ihe 
fent her f&n over to kill him. — Might not the 
intention and the fenfe of the Elegy end as 
properly at the fourteenth ftanza " the beauties 
" of Britannia's mind ?*' Perhaps I talk vef-y 
foolifhly; for my fritall genius (if ever I had 
^ny) is grown rufty for want of opportunities of 
lifing, and of brightening it, by converfation ; 
G and 
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and my imagination has been robbed of everjr 
Ipark of fire by the fever, to kindle a flame in 
my blood and fcorch my body, whilft my 
thoughts freeze: yet it has left in my heart 
enough warmth to keep fricndfhip alive as long 
as I exift. And as long as that is, you will 
be fure. Sir, of having 

A moft fincerc friend 

and humble fervant in 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

I depend upon your promife of coming foon 

to Barrells ; for the fymptoms of my illnefs 

are not fuch as threaten its duration, or my 

death. 

Saturday. 

P. S. Mr. John Reynalds has lain here one 
night fince yqu wrote to me j and fays he will 
fly from Aflon to Barrells at your call. Mr. 
Hall will have equal pleafure in feeing you, and 
lefs way to come. Mr. Allen has been im- 
mured in minced pies, (as I fuppofe) and has 
devoutly paid his homage to bis god TVhiJi 
fo long, that his devotion (like that of other bi- 
gots) has made him forget his friends, and 
every worldly duty, beyond the limits of his 
parifli : fo that I have not feen him, but an> 
perfuadcd he is not yet fo hardened in his ido- 
latry 
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&/ry, but he will be recalled the moment you 
come to convert him -, which I the more' rea- 
dily anfwer for, as the twelve days arc How 
over. 

You are to remark, that though my letter 
was wrote on the 4th inftant, my Poftfcript is 
hot wrote till the 7 th at night :, aiid 1 have the 
pleafiire to tell you, I arti recovered from my 
indifpofitioh, and Wait impatiently for your 
company, and will keep the Elegids fafe till 
then. 

You had no heed to make an excufe fot group^ 
ing many fubjefts in the laft fhort page of your 
letter; for a good maffer knows how to put 
every objedl in its moft: advantageous light, 
though they were ever fo niinierous^ and to 
place them fo, that the more clofely conhefted, 
the more pleafing the gfoupe^ and the mortf 
is the judgment of the artift admired, who with, 
his pencil cannot exceed your quill. 
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Barrtlls, Alh-Wediicfil«]r. 

TT is true, Sir^ Ufe is cbequeredy and with 
' X great exaffcnefs too. I have often thought 
it, and now experience it : for your letter wad 
delivered to me lafl: Friday at noon, and gave 
me exquiiite pleafure ; and that fame evening 
I was feized with exquifite pain in my right 
foot, which for three days continued raging, 
and would make me rave, if I did not think 
it Jufticc Divine : for to me to be denied the 
(K>wer to ztraJk^ is as great a punifhment as it 
is to fome (Outing for inftance) to be obliged 
to ride. Many perhaps in my cafe would 
vainly" blame the Powers ab&ve\ but I allow 
their difpenfation to be juft: for a m6re mo- 
derate pain would not have been adequate to 
the pleafure your letter, and the Vcrfes inclofed, 
. afforded me. Do not think this a poetical 
fanc^ ; for if fuch in profe^ it would deferve 
the name of impertinent affedlation,— the thing 
I moft defpife : but ferioufly, I am quite lame ; 
and though the pain is gone off, the fwcUing 
remains fo j^ to oblige me to wear a man's 

(hoe. 
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fiioe,\ and confequently the confinement re- 
mains, which is Icfe ftipportabfc to me than 
the pain •, for I am fo unknowing in the fcience 
of amufing myfelf without walking about, that 
I can fcarcely write a line when my ftandifh 
i$ brought me, becaufe I did not fetch it 
myfelf: — Such is habit! but fuch aHb is the 
order of Providence*, and I fubmit without 
repining.— Hope aflifts me greatly upon this 
occafion •, for as you promife to fend me foon 
fome more of your poetical performances,. I 
already fancy my pain turned into pleafure.-r 
Had I been a lover of money rather than an 
admirer of wit, I fhould have founded my 
hopes upon the notion fome of my neighbours 
have, that my lamenefs is the gout, that dis- 
temper being as it is faid generally accom* 
panied with riches •, but I neither believe nor 
wifh them to be in the right. 1 am fure I am 
not rich, nor Ihould I be if Peru was mine ; 
and I am ,as fure^ I would not willingly fuffer 
an hour of pain to become fo; yet I would 
fuffer many fuch without murmuring, to hear 
the converfation or read the fentiments of thofe 
I eftcem, and who exprefs their thoughts with 
elegance. 

Now I leave my gout and my morals, to 

Kobble into my ftudy for Ware's Book of Inigo 

G 3 Jones's 
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Jones's Defigns ; and fhall be glad to fee what # ' 
you wiU execute from the ideas they may give 
you. And when every body admires it, I ihaU \ 

perhaps boaft that I helped you (though a;t the 
third or fourth hand) to that idea, by lend- 
ing yop the book ; a$ you rnight bpaft of 
helping me to a found foot if you fhould 
fend me a crutch. May I never want crutches 
till you want bright ideas, is the felf-intc- 
refted wifli of. 

Sir, 

Your obliged 

?nd ipoft hymble fervant, . 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

All I can fay in excufe for Parfon Hall, is, 
that, notwithftandin^ his garb, he is rather for- 
eetfurthan revengeful.-rl fent the letter you 
wrote him about your bufts inclofed to Mr, 
Outing. 

Haye you feep what I)odfley has lately 
publifhed ? viz. Bolingbroke's Trafts, 'Fitz- 
olborne's Letters, apd three volumes of Ppeti- 
cai Mifcellanies r I think he calls it a Collec- 
tion of Poems ; fome atre old, fome middle- 
aged, and none I bejieve quite new, but are 
' ' ; ^ all 
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all fuch as defcrve to be diftinguiftied and 
preferved. Your School-miftrefs is among 
them. The Trafts you have read often in 
fingle- pamphlets of flying Ihcets. Fitz- 
ofbornc's Letters I never faw before, nor ever 
heard of the gentleman ; but they are exceed- 
ing pretty, in my mind. ^ 
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S IJif Barrellsy March 23d» 1748-9* 

YOUR great punftuality in returning the 
books has prevented my fending a fer- 
yant to thank you for your vifit -, which I* 
may do with infinitely more juftice than you 
can thank me for niy receptiony which was far 
from deferying to have the word elegant joined 
to it: the ^oni hearty is the utmoft it could 
claim, and fbat I may venture to infuie for 
as long as my life iafts j for till that c^?Sc^y 
my fincerity will not ceafe \ and my efteem 
for you. Sir, in particular, I am certain never 
will. But I always wifli to enliven that heavy 
idea >vhich the word hearty convjeys, by lome 
entertainment agreeable ta your tafte^^ ^when- 
G 4 ever 

/ 
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ever you favour me with a vifit : but» alas ! I 
have had as many difappointtnents in ipy wiihe9 
as any perfon ever had, during feveral yean 
of my life, I alfo find one in this laft defire; 
for the weather, or my fpirits, or both, are 
generally deprefled when I wifh them gay^ft j 
and my folitudc is commonly more ftri^i; wheq 
I wifh it to be varied, by the arrival of fomc 
merry companion or other to entertain me 
and my friends : yet I might live at Icaft five 
hundred years in this place before one quarter 
of the incidents happened which are related 
in any one of the fix volumes of Tom Jones. 
I h^ve not yet read the two laft ; but I think 
^ you do, that no one charader yet is near fi 
ftriking as Adanas's in the author's other com* 
pofltion, a,nd the plan feems far-fetched ; but 
in the adventures that happen, I think he pro- 
duces perfonages but too like thofe one meets 
with in the world ; and even among thofe 
people to whom he gives good charafters, he 
Ihews them as in a ^concave glafs, which dif- 
covers blemiftes that would not have ap- 
peared to the common eye, and may make 
every modcft reader fear to look in fuch a 
glafs, as feme do who have been beauties, 
and would choofe to fancy themfelves fo ftilL 
The B?Auty herfelf might £hun it equally ; for 

that 
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that fort of glafs would not flatter, and d6ft£b 
would appear, as thers U no perfeftion in \a 
mort^k.^-^If Mr* Fielding and Mr. Hogarth 
could abate the vanity of the world by (hew- 
ing it& faults la plainly, they -woiild do mbre 
than the greaiteft divines have yet been capable 
of: But human nature will ftiii be the fame, 
and would, I ana afraid, furnifirihcm, if thej^ 
lived till the, world ended, with fuch imperfea 
objefts to rcprefent 

I thank jrou. Sir, for Irene, and as much 
ifor giving me your opinion, which I look upon 
as a fure guide with which I may travel through 
it with fafety and profit, I hear it is not 
much liked at London ; but though the Pub- 
lic are far from being in general unjuft judges, 
they are apt to condernn or commend too iiid- 
denly ; and, if one thing difplcafes, to be dif- 
pleaf<5d wkh the wholes and the fame, when 
one thing happens to pleafe ^ their praife anc) 
their condemnation being in extremes : and 
)they often damn a play for one fingle fault, or 
^tol' it for a fingle beauty. 

fefl#*you a book for your bookbinder^s 
pattern : but as to your wax, you are (for the 
firft time in your life) a little ungenerous in 
challenging me to match its colour •, you might 
as well bid me match the vtrmeilk of the rofe^ 

or 
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or the vermeiUfi of orc of the French Cbanoin^s 
ibfeis^ fuch a3 Boilcau was fo well acquainted 
V](k» Is not the wa$ of your creating } 

There wants no novelty te make the Lrca^ 
fowe$ agreeable. If you ceafed abfolutely to 
add to it^ it would ftill be new ; Nature Would 
furtxiih it with never-dying charms ; but I know 
you cannot help aflifting it, fo that I fhall dif. 
cover fome unconfcfled beauty which you wiU 
fecm careful to hide, when I next pay mf 
annual vifit and acknowledgments to you,-*-If 
^y thing is done here, it will be owing to the 
advice you arc fo kind to give me. — I doubt 
whether I rightly underftand in what manner 
you would have the Hermitage hecomt part of the 
firuhberyy hy means of about three yards offbruhbery 
em the. outfidc of my lime-walk f I fhould be glad 
to make this connexion; but will it not lay 
my garden open to the field through which 
pa£&s a foot- road to Henley > and yet, accor- 
ding to your advice, might I not plant that 
ftraight walk, which is now gravelled, full of 
Ihrubs, and not let it lead to the Hermitage, 
\fox. return in a ferpentine manner one of my 
crooked fand- walks beyond the Ha! Ha! fo as to 
ipeet the walk, which is bordered by fervice- 
trees and fenccji with railst and does lead in a 
f ^rye to the Hermitage j in which .w^I; might 
9 alfo 
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^o be ftirubs and a fcrpcntine fand-pafli^ ? 
This could be done, but I queftion if it is your 
meaning. The cauft of my doubt is your 
faying l^ebiffd the Lime- walk •, whereas I have 
no limes but frqm the Pheafant Yards- to the 
White Gate that leads to the Field ; and iebi?i4 
thofe limes is only the lane which is much 
tclow the garden, andi is lately planted with 
abeles : the walk in the field which immediately 
leads to the Shrubbery is planted mthfervice-trees* 
Set me right when I hear from you ne:?!,-- 1 
cannot venture to put up my pavilfion this fum- 
mer, unlefs you extend your kindnef§ fo far 
as to come over in the warm fcaSbn for a few 
(days, to inftrudt me and my workman 5 for I 
ani perfuadi^d they will err^ though Mr. Hand^ 
tthe Joiner will perform his part well, in laying 
out the ground as he has done in the wood- 
work •, but the Mafons I Ihall never manage, 
npr be a|>le even to inftri^ft-, an?l as to the 
planting roijpd, I thinlj. to defer that, till |:hc 
latter fe^fon, but in the mean time make the 
ihort Ha! Hf ! on the gre6n, and plant the two] 
elm3 on each fide the walk before the houlc^ 
g^tc, which I will do. 

Mr. Holyoak went laft Sunday to preach 
for Mr. Allen, and found him furprizingly 
better. I will give him the pleafure of know- 
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iog ybu enquired aftc^r bim-— I wrote Mr. Hatt 
wor4 that you did him the fame favour ^ and I 
incJofe what he writes me in a poftfcript. 

Thcnorth^aft wind has. prevented my walk- 
i»g out till this day, when a falfe report of its 
l)eing changed hurried tx» out \ but I had too 
much CQur^ to retreat^ and I do not per- 
celve apy ill effe^ from it.-— The Spring fhew$ 
at kaft the beauties of childhood i for there arc 
plenty of fnowdrops, primrofes^ polyanthufes, 
and even violets, which promife more fweets. 
I hope you will finell them before the hated 
Autumn robs them of their perfume. 

I am 

Your ever faithful fervant, 

H. LuxBORoyoH, 

' p. S. As to Mr. Hall's affair, he had a 
laudable ambition to have you write an in- 
fcription to perpetuate his Father's memory. 
You faid you knew him fo little, you dcfircd I 
would give you fome hints to guide you j but 
I knew him not at all, nor ever faw him in my 
life. The general charafter I have heard, was 
that of an honeft man, a faithful fteward, and 
7 withal 
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withal knomng ; fo that his advice was often 
aiked and followed with fuccefs ; and he was 
careful of his family and prudent. More I 
know not ; but once read a letter of his writ- 
ing upon an accidental affair, which was a 
little intricate, and obferve^ in it much pru- 
dence, judgment, calmnefs, yet not unfeeling 
calmneis, . and much delicacy of ieotiment ; 
from which letter 1 judged the better of his 
heart and head ; yet it was written in the evening 
of his life^ aftd when a private misfortune had 
ruffled, him and lowered his fpirits. Since that^ 
I have only heard that he was lamented by 
many ; and you know how much his fon was 
afFe<aed with it ; and his ieal and afFeftioivfor his 
father makes him wiih more fliould ' be faid of 
him than barely that he lived and died, and 
with fortiething mote elegance than the common 
iform of whKt the fexton writes on a grave- 
ftone; but he does not defifc flattery or flou- 
rifties. According to this, and to obey your 
commands, I have wrote down a kind of fpecir 
men, which I beg you to perufe, and rge<5 
or alter, or amend, as you (hall fee proper. As 
to the firli line, I am dubious if I fliould have it 
or not to begin, *' Here lie," &c. which may be 
too common and dry ; and yet thc.other may for 

what 
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IS making into a bowling-green ; the pavillion 
will be fet up next, and the white pales taken 
away from the wall-fide of the ftable-court to 
enlarge that in autumn : the wfty to the Cop- 
pice will be altered according to your direc- 
tions i and I hope then you will be fo kind 
as to aiSft me ; for it is impofllble for you at 
adiftance to judge ib well, a^ on the place.— •! 
do not know if you would have the little gates 
left or no at each end of the Service Walk, 
though they arc to be hid with (hrubs. I pro- 
pofe coming into the Coppice from the Service- 
Walk at the farther end between the Chairs 
that overlook the Pit, and the farther cornef 
of the Wood beyond what Jlnfwers to the top 
of^ the. Hermitage Pit. 

I wiih for Mr. Hairs fake you would make 
a new Epitaph; for mitie is fcarcely worth 
your retouching. There is one line in par^ 
ocular I do not like : I think it is, 

^ As a firieadly Coun&llor he gained Afi«aion/' 

The word Eftem I believe is not ufed in the 
whole J though I really forget: but in Ihort, 
I like none of that line } and very little of any 
part of the thing, 

Mr. Williams has been darkehing the ground 
0E his performaMe in my library, ib that I 

muff: 



muft ici^awl zhifi tbvfr m a ftfange ttiawier, to 
give Uinp rtinfie tQ tetitm hovnc, ^cufe .i^ifi 
therefore^ and believic me to be " 

Tour ever oWigpd, humble (ervant, 

• i iiii i i n ii n iii ni Mf ii w i i i i j I II ■■ II I ■■■ I i | , 

LET t <te R XXVM. 

iarveWs, Sunday, June 4th, Jj^g. 
SJ R> From my Chimney-corndrA 

YQ V M- v^ipprpbatipn rewards apiply the 
pdji3 I Jiavie taken lately' in following 
.my^wpdcnien* anclMds a relifti to the pleafure 
,Ltake.ui;endcavQurin^ tp improve the environs 
of„my CQtjage* My.piavilion is finilhed all tp 
tiliQg jajod flooring. I believe I fhall "be obliged 
,topcnit in with.p^§s.to k^ep pffbe^fts of all 
kilids i rthpfe inhuman rfliape chiefly t but th^e 
^eace will be.hid intime with a hedge^ and the 
^building, ihaded rb^bind with trees, ^nd on the 
jadcs,by Ibrubs. Thcfja! K[a! is digging.-^-Thp 
CQvrt.b^s .b^n honoured with Mrs. Ken^dall*s 
cwch ^«d fix, whiph foynd ropm fufficient. 
}i The 
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The bowling-green begins to look tolerably 
green fince this late rain, which I hope will 
join the turfs perfeftly. The Abelc Walk, and 
that which was gravel, will be filled in the 
planting feafon, and the Serpentines altered to 
lend to die Coppice ; but the manner of it I 
fh^U leave to your direftion, hoping to fee you 
long before that time here, efpecially as Mr. 
Dolman does me the favour to propofe making 
me a vifit whilft my Shrubbery is in beauty; 
which ought to be now 5f)ut it is ftill winter here ! 
It is true, there are various flirubs well blown, 
but it is fo cold and wet, one cannot walk to 
fee them ; and on the dry clays the winds are 
fo high, that it is equally difagreeable, and the 
flowers droop towards the ground wlien fcarcely 
full blown. — ^You feem deftined ntf^h to fee 
the embroidery Nature bellows upon my Cop- 
pice in Spring ; where we had even this year 
great variety of cowflips, primrofes, ragged- 
robins, wild hyacinths both white and blue, 
violets, &c. &c. In the Shrubbery, I think the 
fineft ornament is the large bufhes of Whitfun- 
rofes, which are ftill in blow, and give one an 
idea of fnow-balls this cold weather. The 
lilac is already over, and has given place to 
the fyringa ; of which I have enough to per- 
fume the place with the help of the fweet- ' 

briar; 
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briar ; and feveral of my rofes are in blow. If 
this and the next week ftiould prove more like 
fummer than the laft, I Ihall wifli you and Mr* 
Dolman would come.— Mrs. Reynalds from 
Gloucefterfhirc is now with me, and defires her 
compliments to you, and will be glad to fee 
you here. Her hulband is to come on Tuefday to 
ft ay here the reft of this week. She will ft ay 
here during the next week alfo ; but the week 
iafter that, I expect Mrs. Meredith from Lon- 
don ; and how many fhe may bring with her 
I cannot tell.— Outing will either be at Jacky 
Reynalds's next week, and come here at your 
call i or elfe he will come here with Mrs. Me- 
redith for a few days^ and go from hence to 
jacky Reynaids'Sj where he will be all fummer, 
except when he is here.— Parfon Allen is wellj 
and will meet you at any time. — Mr.^ Hall is 
happy in the hopes you give of touching the 
Epitaph J and I am proud that you think it 
worth your attention enough to mend fome 
parts of it;— I am glad your bookfeller has 
improved upon mine; In France^ when they 
gild the edges^ (which they do better than us) 
they piarble that gilding with faint colours, 
which looks very pretty.— Thofe perfons who 
Cannot find pleafure in trifles, are generally 
Wife in their own opinions^ and fools in the 
ij i opinion 
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opinion of the wife, as they negieft the oppor- 
tunities of amufement, without which the rUgge^ 
road of life would be infupportably tedious. 
1 think the French are the beft philofopherj, 
who make the moft they can of the pleafure^, 
and the lead they can of the pains of life; ancl 
are ever ftrewing ftowers among the thorns aft 
mortals are obliged to walk through ; whei^ifai, 
by much reflexion, the Eiiglilh contrive 'tl> 
Tee and feel the thorns double, and never fee 
the fiowers at all, But to defpife tKem •, expeft- 
ing their happinefs from things hnore folid ana 
durable, as they imagine: but how feldom do 
they find them ! On$ meets indeed with difip- 
'pointments in trifles ; but they are eafier feorhe : 
yet I confefs I was much concerned laft week 
at the difafter whicli befcl my poultry, "and 
found myfelTpunilhed for my prefuiiiption fn 
dariiig all my neighbours to produce fucTi fine 
turkies as mine, of 'which I *had thirty-feveh, 
and fix of them were fit to eat ^ wfiereis a pole- 
cat fetched away twenty in one nTght, add eig^t 
at three in tlfie afternoon next 'day, and'Iuckdd 
' the eggs of the turkies, ducks, and cfiickeii^y 
/and (what vexed me more upon your accoum) 
of the Guinea tlefis. * 

Mr. Hall tells me that Lord Arclier^'JilkBd 

him at London, ten days ago, ( thotigK he \%s 

10 but 
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but an hour with him) what you and I thought 
of his obelifk ? — My bricklayer promifes to 
alter the Niches this week. "My ftonc-mafoh 
niiftook the breaclth of the two fteps. up to 
the pavilion exadly half, to that I have been 
obliged to have them pieced, which, is ugly.-^ — 
Mr. Williams has darkened the ground of the 
chimney-piece, but cannot alter the iRacJes' 
without new cj^ing the whole.— I keep Lang* 
ley's Book, till you come to pick out fome Ter- 
pentine- walks. I wilh his ideas had been more 
confined, or my territories lefs fo. Is it not 
the fame Langley who pubjifhed very pretty 
Defigns for Pavement ? IVIr. Belfon got ibmc 
executed with a fhade of black, white, and 
brown fmall pebbles.— The puchcfs of Somer- 
fct has a floor to a pavilion in all--coloured 
fmall pebbles, placed fo as to look like a Per- 
fian carpet,— Somebody in Hampfhire has a 
dead fawn or deer reprefented in pebbles at the 
door of a grotto in a park-, but Langley's arc 
only r,eguiar geometrical figures. 

The thunder interrupts me, and it is church* 
time; fo i haften to releafe you. I hope you 
will aniwer this by word of mouth, and believe 
nic to be. Sir, 

Your ever faithful fervant, 

H 3 ^. LUXPOROVOH. 
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I fend pne of yo\:ir books.'— As the prifoqeraj 

. in gaol i^epeat '' Pray remember the poor -," fq 

I do " Pray remember the. Green Book." — • 

Compliments {o your Brother, ^nd your friend^ 

at Broom, 



I. E T T E 9. XXIX, 

/ 

Barrellsy June 24tb,-i749, p^ Blevcn at Nigh^, 

10 U G H T to have thanked you fooner for 
yours, of the jd^ which, as 1 fuppofe, 
crofled mine upon thp foad: but in mine I 
told you I hoped for. your anfwer, by word of 
mouth, to view my Shrubbery with Mr. Dol- 
man J after which cnfqed the moft ftormy 
weather I ever knew, which deftroyed all my 
Summer fchemes, and left me no comfort but 
the hopes of converting you to my opinion of 
giving to Autytmn the preference oyer Summer. 
«; — As to Sprin^^ the beauties of it are entirely 
taniflied our hemifphere ; and you will be 
obliged to owe to my favourite feafon every 
ray of fun unfhaded by a cloud, or impending 
fliower, that you have enjoyed this feafon. That 
is alfo a feafon which gives me one annual 



\j 
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day of pleafure'at leaft, as it invites ipe to the 
Leafowes, or rather, as I naturally point to it, 
aod you are fo kind to receive me, and give 
the Nereids (your Maids of Honour) orders to 
do it in the moft elegant manner ; and no com- 
mands were ever better obeyed. I have no 
fuch fervants as thofe aquatic nymphs ; and 
(even my terreftrial flavcs fcorn to obey me: 
nay, I fear I am not even heard by the aerial 
brings, fince they fo feldom favour me with a 
fmile, The rains have made my rofes droop 
beforg their time 5 but feveral forts have made 
their appearance, and have died in their prime : 
others gr^ coming on j but I fear my Shrub- 
bery muft lofe ipore than it is ppffible to gain 
by the enfuing fr^fop, Jioweyer fine the wea- 
ther may be, 

I have been obliged to put off the vifit de- 
figned me by Mrs. Meredith and two of her 
daughters next week, and oyr friend Outing 
with them, becaufe I e;jcpe(3: my own daugh- 
ter and Mr. Wymondefold (her hufband), and 
do not know but their attendants may be nu- 
merous ; and my houfe is. not adapted to re- 
ceive numbers of people. It is true, one might 
be fuppofed to make free with a daughter j but 
my cafe is peculiar. She is now nineteen years 
pld, and I never lay undqr the fame roof with 
H 4 her 
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her fiflce fte was only fix j and her htjftand I 
never hvfr ift my life, and have only heard 
that he is an exceeding-- good-natured man, 
and hare feen that he writes very fenfibk let- 
ters to me J but further ol his ch^rst&er I da 
not know. He is ufed to very fine feats, &c, 
of his father's, and here he will meet a cottage 
in Cdmparifon* Wha<; ftay they make I krtow 
not I bqt will acquaint you when I know; 
hoping then for your company, Mr. Dolman's, 
and Oytvng's.i^Mrs, Rcynalds fpcnt a fort-r 
night with me, and flattered herfelf you would 
come at the ftmc timet Jacly was part of that 
time here. 

I had 4 letter laft poft from the Piicheft 
of Soifierfet» which being lefs than ufual h\ 
the rural ftyle, I (hould not fend you, but 
that I think you will like the defign (he men, 
tbns of a ftovc in the Chapel ; fo I fend her 
letter, which you will return.— Twenty of 
thirty thoufand pounds laid out at Nc^thum- 
berland floufe, will be a kind of Rom^n va^ 
nity, and contribute to ^f beauty of that part 
of the city of London, and to the convcnienqf 
of the populapie in particylar, if the Strand i^ 
widened. 

I faw to-day in tb« London Evening Poft a 
If ttf r ;Whieb tcftc^s \3|K?n mj Brot^r Pw-««wkc, 

in 



$*' 



N 



L E T T E, R S. tp^ 

in ffegurd to Mr. P"-'^*s trwch^fj to him i W. 
'whleh the blame feems to be thrown fropi 
hkn upon my Brothfr. I have aqt yet fem 
any one thing more timt hf^ b^cm pvJ^Hiihfd 
coweraing it, except « Ffeface in i Mmmw 
in his favour, the truth of which J WxM 4t6^| 
and have often wondered h^ could fy long 
ftiae the ftbocninftbte ufftge he met with from 
P*^e ifl prmti^g hi» Worfi^ whicii he had 
intrufted to him to review^ intending that it 
foould not 1^^ puWiffeed till after his own4fatii, 
TJie lette«is between P-^pc md the Prism-, 
biwrgainini, for the price, wtre found by Locd 
Marchffiont, whofe bufipiefs it iws, by Fmt^$ 
laft »^if//, to loc* owr Im papers jointly widi 
jLord BoJr-^ke : but es to the fwhjo^ of die 
bools:, I know fiothiog of it ^ nor is diat €o 
the purpofc, m to P*^pc's bafencfe to tW 
bfift of frimds ; wkbout: whom b? had nevicr 
^De in the Ei&y on Man. 

I like cxttscmdy your Weekly ¥ei&«, ^nd 
(hould. value gi»atjy a co4fc<ak)n xsrf" them. Prw 
favour me once g week with the lii^s ^^e 
day.-^'As ^ liae .piicfttvation «f yow Hewers, 
J fiear thofe you fcnc n»e wMl not keep thcpeo; 
pie chat read them &om gatheriH^ as many a« 
plual, unlefs it feould make «hem dread th« 
Ijpfttfitment of Fairies apd H^^b^oblins, which 

undoubtedly 
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Ufxloubcedly they have formed a perfcd notion 
of, though your reafoning and your Hnes will 
not be underftood by them; but if you once 
peffuade them you can conjure up .fpirits by 
your pen, I think you may be fecure in your 
grott from all intruders, and fee your Shrub- 
bery profpcr unmolefted. 

Pardon me for differing with you in opiliion. 
You are not the idle man of the creation. Ydu 
jnay be bufied to the benefit of fociety without 
^ring from your feat, as much as the mtf« 
chievous man with feeming idlenefs may be 
bufied in the deftru<flion of it. You give in- 
nocent pleafure to yourfelf, and inftrudion 
as wclj as pleafure p others, by the aniufe- 
mepts you follow. Your pen, your pencil, 
yourtafte, and your fincere. unartful condufl: in 
Hfe (which are the things that make you appear 
idle) give fuch an example, as it were to be 
wiihcd might be more generally followed — few 
kave the capacity, fewer have the honefly to 
^end their time fo ufefuUy, as well as un- 
)>lameably. 

Your little Gothic Bench I admire. I hope 
you will executp it at the low price you men- 
tion, with your own timber; and properly 
pj^ced, it lyill be a far inore perfeft thing than 

ouc 
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pur famous reftorer of the Qothic ftylc ii| 
)building (Mr, Miller) has yet given us. 

I am to dine at Lord Archer's next Tuet 
day, when I ftigll fee the Obeliflc, and be a 
better judge how it appears from the jfalooji 
it is feen from: Mr. Hall, -you know, (hixik^ 
it appears from thence too taper. Talking of 
Mr, Hall, I muft tell you that he defires hi* 
beft compliments, h^& thanks, &c. &c. and 
acknowledges he ought to have wrote to you^ 
and would do it now, but he has been, and 
ilill is, very ipuch out of qrdpn He rode in 
one fprtnight kven or eight hyndred miles; 
to 5ath one day ; to London two days after ; 
lay there but one night, and aiyay to Rugby ; 
upon feveral Rofinaqtes who plunged him in 
phe waters or on the ftiarp ftones: his view 
was a good living : he was the ninth compe- 
titor, and fince that has two more that follow 
him in their hopes or pretences.. I do no^ 
find it is decided who fhall have it ; but one 
thing is certain, that riding fo hard, and ii| 
bad roads and bad weather, heated his bloody 
threw him into a high fever, and he is now 
moving about in a i|K)rc linciit^d fphere, but 
clogged with half a fever at Icaft. In this con- 
dition he was unable to confider of the lines 
you were fo kind to fend ; but juft read the. 

three 
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tlirec Epit^pjif, OYpf, fpnimeq4ed in p;c;jeral, 
and was th^r^JcfHl fp^ yoiir kincj jittcptjon, t|ien 
retire^ to jii5 |?hyfijC, &c. hoping to feg^n 
q^orp equal fpirjt? th^i> his afp '^f prefept, anc^ 
a pjpre jl^iz^ pulff, which I fell hioi may^ 
ip^lcp his |)p;jd ojore ^^^^ ; and he • |iop« 
^ mpph, phat l|c ipay be 'ajjle to talk oyer 
tiij^ little fff^jr yith ypu^ Sir, and mp ^t Bar- 
ipijjj. }f Jjj^ pupftjit iifter ' trajb (which he 
hjfpfelf ^^ifes) (hp.uld caufe hjm very ill 
ljea|th^ ];uow might you hug yourfclf in your 
idjeij/e/^ l.TTJBut tp rc.tur/i to his Father's Epi- 
taph, .(tfrPWgh I .think it woujd 1^ our beft 
\y?y xp m^e his firft) I aoi perfuaded I have 
^lOXfi l^hjit wants much amendment ; and 
0^e^s your hefitations (as you politely call 
them) tp Ije very juft, Ajs to the fecond line, 
I believe JVTr- Jphn HaU may ^ffqrd « better 
Cadence •, but I rather thought the fim|Je name 
(as ypu .do) more elegant ; ^d I find my 
lU'Ptber Bolipgbroj^p's Epitaph for Daniel PuU 
j^ey is the f^me in that particular, there 
bqng neithej J^. npr Ef^ire. In the fan^c 
^P^taph .is ^p 

♦' ^he LoTs of Yo mucVrrivatc Virtfic 
♦♦ rb 4 Public CalwBiqr." 

^9W.;Wpqi ^^tpilmt^ fubftitjwcd in the ,pl;^Qe 

^Qf 



X 



L fe f T E R 5. i<f9 

bif lihr^e, is cWtaSnry bett!et. I ftefltve Wife 
jiffgle ^ b^^ ^kttd mdU c^Kt me -, tM I 
alfo believe " renders Bis dea/P* woul^ 'Ije 
better: but whether fo much exaftncfs in 
graituA^ fe expefted in this kind of -writing 
as in plain profe, you are the beft judge. The 
word Example, in the 13 th line, was Experience 
in the copy I kept at home, and was a fiip of 
tfty f dh in fr'anfcifibirtg. Nnmre ind Jud^k^ 
may not be altogether .proper to be contra- 
diftinguilhed ; but I do not know how to 
mend it to pleafe me : temper is not more to 
be diftinguilhed Vrom Nature 5 'ari^ in fhort, 
thefe three lines puzzle *me. Dtffufed may be 
put to advantage^ I think, (as you dbfe^ve) 
inftead of Difperfed^ In the fourteenth line. 
Skill and Prudence^ as you fay, may be urider- 
ftpqd as not enough opposite, though I Ihirik 
t^hey are a good deal fo :-— might not oiie'fay 

«' ^Skflleqnal to his difintcrcftcd Fidelity." 

'In 'the'Hinttemh -ifhc,'^^^ Inftead of'RtJpe^y 
^e 'Wih ^|fee h. I '9fo ft^'^^1 1ci«^'as ^o 
4'heMi%t^3r6u'i¥Iikc, ^cffier ffiyyarefftcWMkr 
'^^Raii^ 'io iia^, ^IBfut ^a&h J^in ^at a ^ ftand < for 
'W6tds'to xhShge thcflfe^ifor. As to:the rwcn- 
^^{Mh, t^nty-fiift, &rld t^eflcy^Yetond Hnes, Mr. 
*Hiir'dcEred rfie, *fdtfn after ^ fcnt you the 
• . . copy. 
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topfi to feave them out entirely. I fhould 
choofe to leave out, as you obferve, *' The Rici 
bkffd :" might it not be 

Tfie Poor bleft, the Oppreflor fear'd him ; 
Mor did thofe who cnvy'd prtfame to cenfar^ his Repiif^ 
tation: 

or clfei 
Nor did Ehry^s Breaft jirefame to cenfare his RepotatioiL 

Hecaufc if I faid, tbbfe who envfd^ it might irri- 
J)ly that fomebody did ; which I do not know. 
Zeal being placed aft^r AffeSliotty is certainly 
better, for the reafoii you obferve -, and muft be 
fo, if ufed at all. But upon the whole, I would 
tave Mr. Hall takfc one of the threfc copies entire^ 
as you was fo kind to fend ; and I fuppofe he 
will, when he is reftored to his health, fenfc,' 
and judgment ; before which, or then at leaft^ 
I hope we fliall talk it over in one of my cells^ 
or under my new pavilion, which he calls 
too low. If it had been higher, it muft have 
been in proportion too broad for the walk| 
'and muft have coft me a great deal by a le^ 
covering \ and my houfe would have appeared 
lower than my pavilion. ' It is, to be fure, 
finall, but the plan in the book is not above 
fevch inches deeper, and the front is the fame 

• 9 ^^H^^ 
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length as in the book.— I keep your Book 
of Serpentines ; for I long for your contriving 
the entrance into my grotto. In the mean 
time, I keep off all the intruders from their 
old way to Henley, and have given them a 
better, which fliuts their mouths ; and none 
clamber over the hedges but thofc who are 
not yet apprized of the alteration. Sir Robert 
Cocks has as many hundred abeles ready for 
me as I can wilh, againft the bufy month of 
Oftober next. 

It is juft come in^o my mind. Sir, that you 
love good writing, goocj imprcflions to leals, 
and all other proper decorations of a letter : I 
ought therefore to fecrete mine, and neither 
fend it, nor ever let you know that I was ca- 
pable of intending to fend fuch a fcrawl : but 
I confider this muft go or none ; for I never 
made a copy of a letter in my life, and my 
hand and pen being upon the gallop, will Hum- 
ble fometimes. If this excufe will not do, 
you Ihall have the next as prim as Lord 
S— — d's cratrat (fo celebrated) ; but it will 
not be half a quarter fo long. Let me know 
your tafte againft the next, and believe that 
(though I fcrawl it over in a flovenly manner) 
my paper conveys the tabft friendly fentiments, 
and thofc. of cfteem and value, which I muft 

• have 
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luw>e wiiilft I live for fdu, S8r, mho deferve 



H. LcnoRotrcM. 



•LETTER KXX. 

S I Rf Sunday, Aaguft 20th, i^49< 

AS I believe you iincere in ,the impatitrnce 
^you e:cpreis to vifitme aLBarrelL^ J hope 
lyou wiU be fo Juft as to believe «nc ^i^lly 
infpatieat to receive^you her^, and doubly dif* 
qijpointod that a^ continuation of your difordei* 
ihould occaiipn our not meeting at the times 
^gpointed.— For God's fake, do not venturer 
journey too rfoon ; yet come as foon as you 
can. The nature of your illnefs^. gives mc pain^^^ 
vyour frequent rel^pfes .ihcreafe it ; Jbjat th(s 
ftr^ngth of .your conftitution, the qpwion of 
[your: faithful /ecvant Tom, and .the rj^jrit 3 
^ccf ive . in your, Ietter$, ^iveMne^plea^rf;, an(l 
^encour^ge inie to .h.9pe .a i^dy ^ well .as 
«cruin cure.; And ooiifequently that she jiext 
week -will be as faycwrable jo jne^.lima- 
jlpedi and was :j}eriuaded Ms ^(x^M hav^ 

been* 
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becii. Mr. Outing's being here added to my 
defire it fliould happen fo. I put nobody off 
upon your account; fo be eafy. My houfe, 
though fniall, will never deny me a place for 
you and ydur friends, whom I look upon as 
mine.— I beg my compliments to Mr. and Mifs 
Dolman; and need not add, that their com* 
pany ,wiU be always agreeable to me, as well as 
your Brother's. 

How pleafed Ihould I be if I could help you 
to a proper Motto for your Gbthic Building, 
which even Spenler has denied you in your 
prefcnt fearch! You could ealily fupply his 
deficiency, and I dare fay you would do it to 
advantage in his own language. You have 
fiiewn yourfelf capable of that already: fo, 
jwithout putting him or me to the blufh, make 
an old ' Englifh Motto as you have made a 
Gothic Building, and you will be approved 
by the moderns, and envied by the ancients. 

As to the lines you defire me to write in • 
my own hand upon one of your fkreens, I 
am ready to do it ; for I fear not the cenfure 
of thofe who may read them, let the multitude 
•be ever fo great, fince you have read them, 
and have not difapprpved: but I never ycc 
was ib puzzled in making my judgment and 
yours tally. I conceive them to be bad^ but 
I you 
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you fay they 2xtgoQd\ therefore I etTj and per- 
haps /^rr in faying that the fourth line, filkd 
with monofyllables, is an exceeding bad one. 
I fliall fubmit the moment you fpeak ; but in 
the mean time imagine, that 

** Preferving dill their Parents beaateoai Face/' 

might be as well as what I wrote before, i£ 
not better. All I wilh about it is, that you 
will believe me fincere, even in rhimc; and 
that I long for an opportunity of fcrawling 
over your feat at the Leafowes with my pen- 
cil, and of fhewing you (as well as Mr. and 
Mifs Dolman, and Mr. Jofeph Shenftone) at 
Barrells, that I am, fans cerimoniej but with 
the greater truth. 

Yours fmcerely, 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

p. S. I (hould not be grateful for the civili- 
ties I received from my Lord Dudley^ parti- 
cularly for his invitation to me to lie at the 
Grange when you was ill, and his invitation 
to me to dine there when you was well again ; 
if I neglefted fending my compliments to him : 
and hope you will permit me to do fo here. 

I faw Mr. Hall and Mr. Allen laft night, 

who 
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who enquired after you. I heard tha former, 
preach to-day, but did not fpeak to him ; fo 
could not make your compliments. 
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Barrells,Aagaft 29th/ 1749. 
SIR, Tuefday Night.. 

YESTERDAY and To-day have been 
fpent by Mr. Outing, and myfelf in 
looking out to fpy you coming towards us ; 
but we looked in vain j and our flattering 
hopes begin *to give place to unwelcome de* 
fpair, which is aggravated by the apprehenfions 
of a frefti relapfe of your illnefs, and is the 
caufe of my fending a fervant to enquire after 
youi* health j of which I hope to hear a good 
account 5 but rather wifti to fee it in your 
perfon, and to hear it from your own mouth. 

Mr. Hall came yefterday in the evening 
to kifs your hands, but found Outing and 
me lamenting your abfence ; one feated on a turf, 
the other on a ftone at the Hermitefs'« door, 
who has acquired a new bed, which may hold 
not only you, if your colic fhould oblige 
I 2 you 
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you to lie down, but alfo all the. agreeai>le 
company I hope to fee with you, Ic is the 
Bed of Ware, the vulgar fay : our friend Out- 
ing fays it is only a fociable bed for two 
hermits and two hermitefles : but I am not 
in the humour to joke whilft I fuppofe you 
ill. Relieve me pray from my pain, and be- 
lieve me to be faithfully and inviolably 

Your moft obliged 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

Compliments from us to Mr. Jofeph Shen- 
Hone, and Mr. and Mifs Dolman. 

Mr. John Reynalds was coming here from 
Afton to meet you, but being difabled by a 
fall from his horfe, hopes (as he writes wwd 
to Outing) to fee you there. 

P. S. I fend you (as a fick man) fix Guinea- 
hen's eggs for your fupper, out of about as 
many more which I could have fent you, and 
would, but that the learned affuje me they 
will conic jco nothing if fet fo late in the year^ 
whereas the few remaining in the neft may 
entice the hen to lay more for your fuppers 
at Barrells. — ^For want of a proper place for 
my poultry, or rather for want of a careful 

Mrs. 



L E T T^E R S, 117 

Mrs. ArnolcJi I have reared but one fingle 
Guinea-chick this year.— If I had fuch ^ 
command of corn and of water as you have* 
I Ihould be apt to fall into the expcnce of a 
Menagerie ; and 4s wdl as J loye pine-apples, 
would prefer it to a hotrhoufe* 

I beg my hymble fervice to Lord Dudley,. 
{U^4 M^t Ou(ing his refpe£U. 
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S I Rj ' 94mlb, September 8th, 1744, 

I AM doubtful whether I Ihould write to you 
now, as I may expedfc you are upon the road 
hither; for Litchfield Haces have, as I ima, 
gine, left Mr, Dolms^n at liberty ere this; 
^nd your diforder has I hope left yqu free to 
purfue your inclinations, which Mr. Outing 
aod I are vain ^noygh to believe wpuld lead 
you hither. If he denied it, he would not 
gain credit, as 41 his friends well know he 
h^ put pflf other journies upon that account i 
and if I defied it, I am fure I (hould be un-« 
jijft to yo\)jj vho Ihew fo muph partial &- 

I 3 Your 
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vour to me and my habitation. This faft 
therefore being laid down as certain, joined 
to your not having wrote on Saturday laft, 
as you promifed, creates in me fome fears, 
left your illnefs fhould have returned upon 
you, or not have left you long enough for 
you to truft yourfelf from home. If this 
' fliould be the cafe, I fliall be doubly difap- 
pointed : yet I cannot blame yoy for choos- 
ing to be in your own houfe, when confined 
to a houfe,. and on your own bed, when con- 
ftrained to lay on one at hours when one moft 
wifhes and moft expefts to be able to con- 
verfe with one's friends, vi?. after meals, which 
are the moft fociable hours in life, when one 
is bleft with friends and health to enjoy 
th^ro. But, Sir, fince blankets and white-wiqe- 
whey have not cured you under the pare gf 
phyficians, I ought not to fuppofe I copld per- 
form that wiflied-for talk-, aqd yet J will an- 
fwcr for it, that were you at B^rrpUs, you 
would not be tempted to tranfgrcfs thp ryles 
prefcribed by thofe phyficians, no more than 
you would be by the Perfian Rice and Sher- 
bet you mention ; and that might be Qne ftep 
towards a cure. You would find t\q co^\y 
viands here; and as for liberty, which yop 
(ay you muft have to cat wjiat you have nof a 
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mind tQ, you ftiould have it ; but as for li- 
Ixrty to eat what you have a mind to, you 
fljould fwf have it : fo pray do not think 
w^hen you come here, that your fteps 

" — — to thr Haxtcr*s fayVj Cottage tCBd;** 

for were I the uncontrouled dame that awed 
you with birchen power, you (hould not find 
xhat I greeted you with fuch cates, as, by in- 
dulging your tafte, might pamper your illnefs ; 
nor fhould you walk out in unwholefome fogs 
or dews, nor have I power to walk you round 
the margin of brooks and fountains if I would : 
fo that, in fhort, you would be here as infipidly 
fafe as ever Valetudinarian was in the clofcft 
retreat. ' - ' 

The lines you fent me I like greatly j but 
fince Mr. Lyttelton objefts to the two firft 
lines of the laft ftanza, and that you do not 
feem much pleafed with them, what if you 
were to write on your Gothic Seat only the 
two firft ftanzas, which are unexceptionable? 
for though the *' Beechen Bowl^^ &c, is well ex- 
prefled, and would be vaftly pretty in fomc 
other place, I queftion if it is neceffary here : 
and the threat (if I may fo call it) in the laft 
ftanza, is perhaps lefs necejflary ; as any thing 
tike ^threatening is what the fimplicity of a 
I 4 rural 
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rural fwain avoids ; wjiich charafter you feeni 
to aifume in the infcription. I had the pleafure 
to read th^ other infcription in one of your 
mofs-feats, and have it alfo by me in a former 
letter of yours.-r-I fee you have put Harm ietide 
inftead of /// if tide ; the difference is of fmall 
confcquence ; yet I am unwilling to give up 
the firft (/// betide). If yop have a mind for 
a little more criticifm from fuch a No-Critic 
as myfclf, I think Sportive Fawns may fup- 
ply the place of Rural Fawns, 9s they were 
jocular Deities. You have put Fringed Cell in- 
ftead of Mojfy Cell; which Oberon at firft 
called it ; but I love MoJ^ ftill ; fo attached 
am I to the firft of your Editions, 

That m^y parts of your Farm were extra- 
yagantly commended by ^r. Lyttelton, Miller, 
^c. I do not wonder at, though I cannot pro- 
perly term it Extravagantly^ becaufe it ^y-as fo 
juftly and rcafonably : and as to the Scape* 
poat, (as you call your Summef-hpilfe) it has 
now fome merit, and had all the merit you 
required of it at the time you built it ; but 
I confefs what you have done fince muft de- 
grade it : yet I would not havie it quite dif- 
regarded, and rather wifh it cpulji be turned 
to fome ufeful ornament.— Have you a dove- 
jioufe? The nearnefs of the water would 

pleafe 



wAtaft the pigeons \ an4 the fight of them wouI4 
pleafe you : but let the building become 
^hat it will, if it remains fhere, I >yould have 
it changp its cojoijr from rfd fo wl^|fe,-r-Talki 
ing of /chan^ng^ I muft tell you of my change^ 
at this cottage; Mn Outing has put O Venus 
Regina Gnidi in the new Pavilion over Venus*^ 
Shrine, oppofite my houie, inftead of over the 
Summer-houfe door, where it w,^§ ; fj-om which 
Suipmer-houfe I have banifjied the two motto's 
on the fide-doors, as you advifed. The Pi- 
ping Fawn is fetired from the front of the 
Aviary to his poft in the Wood, where h6 
ftands in the Double Oak, in lieu of the motto 
Hue fidesy &c. which being taken doyrtiy Haiitd^ 
runt J)ii quvque Syhas is to fupply its place.--;? 
I have found a kind of natural arbor in the 
Coppice, with ap oak in it, under which I 
have a mind to raife a bank of turf and put 
piy Tapping Fawn upon it to dance, With 

paudet invifam pepulfffe foffor 
Ter pede terram 

for a motto. Qu^ry, (fays Mr. puting) Whpr 
ther a Fawn may he fuppofed to bp a Ditcher ? 
•rrl think to put over my Aviary 

** Id]4? Moficianff of the Springt 

*f Whpjc only Care's to lo?^ and fing.*' 

Which 
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Which lines arc Lord Rofcomtnon's, and arc, 
I think, more ftriftly true of my birds in- 
caged, than of the wild ones who have employ- 
ment enough to feek food for themfelves and 
their young.— Pray let me%know how you 
make your Mofs-Seatss for I want fome fuch 
greatly in my Coppice. 

I beg my compliments to Lord Dudley and 
Mr. and Mifs Dolman. Mr. Outing deiires 
his to you and them, and to Mr. Jofeph Shen- 
ftone ; who is, I hope, perfuaded of my re- 
gard for him, and that you are as well aflured 
of my being. 

Sir, 

With the ftrifteft truth. 

Your moft obliged humble fervant„ 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

Laft Friday Sir Edward Boughton fent his 
fteward for Mr. Hall to go and receive his 
Prefcntation to the Living of Harborough; 
which he. did, and is now gone for inftitution 
to the Bifliop of Litchfield and Coventry. 
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LETTER XXXm. 

S I R, BarreIIs> September i ith^ 1749* 

THI S b Monday ; and on Saturday laft 
I wrote you ^ letter of great length, 
ivhich 1 fent to Henley to be conveyed to the 
Birnfiingham Poft-Office, diredted to you, to 
Jbe left there •, byt finding your illnefs coa- 
tinues, and not having heard from you fince 
the letter in which you promifed to write to 
me laft Saturday was fevennight, I cannot be 
pafy without a more particular enquiry con- 
cerning your health, Thi^ is the only fubjed 
of my prefent mejQage and letter. TheJaft 
letter was a m*edley, which if you are ill, will 
tire you to read, and will tire you more to 
anfwer -, fo I leave .you free to make yourfcif 
caly about that, only beg you will let Mn 
Outing and me know how you do. As to 
myfelf, I expefted to have gone to XiOndon 
fhi§ week, buf my fcheme is altered 5 nor 
would I have gone if you had fent mc,word 
you would come. As to Mr. Outing, he has 
waited till now, ' ?nd laft night fixed upon 
Thurfday for his departure, defpairing of fce- 
J9 ing 
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ing you ; and Mrs. Meredith writes me wonl 
Ibc will come with her family next week : but 
if my fcnrant finds yoq as well as I wifh you, 
I hope ftill to fe^ ypu and Mn Dolman, fipc^ 
this week, and will endeavour to prevail with 
Mn Outing to difappoint Mr, Rcynalds once 
more, and defer his journey tifl the beginning 
of the next -, but he fays I anfwer for more 
fhan is poffible for him to perform ^ and adds, 
that he woul^ have gope to the Leafowes, 
had he not exp^e4 you here d»ily. Such ^nj 
the a^ravating circumftances of your diforcjcr, 
which, without fuch aggravations, would h^ve 
given more than fufficicnt pain to your friends -, 
pf which number I hope you will believe me 
fipne of the lead zealous ; for | am^, 

Sir, 
Moft finccrely, 

ypur obliged and faithful fervant, 

Pt LUXBOROUGH, 

We defire (that is Mr. Outipg and I) many 
pompliments to your Brother and your friends 
at Broom, as well as to Lord Dudley; and 
Mr. Hall defired I yroyld give his to you 
when I wrote nexf. 

Pfay 
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Pray let fomebody tell my fcrvant how your 
little Mofs-Seata are made that are in the 
Grove, 
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Barrells, Wednefday, September 20th, 1749. 
SIR, 

GOULD I fuppde that you laid any ftr<efs 
upon ceremonial^ which is only the flia-* 
dow of friendihip, where you are fecure of it$ 
fubftance, I would make you many apologies 
for fending this letter by the poft, which I 
ought to have fent to the Leafowes on Monday 
by a fervant, who fliould aifo have gone to 
Broom to enquire how all the agreeable com- 
pany that left Barrells on Sunday got to their 
refpedtive boufes* The omiflion of thefe ci-^ 
vilities I confefs, and hope to be abfolved 
when you confider that they do not proceed 
from an ungrateful mind. I could not have 
performed them without a good deal of incon<^ 
venience to myfelf ; and I know they could 
not be of any coniequence to you: but you 
may be aflured, that your obliging vifit gave 
6 me 
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mc much plcafurc, and its Abrt duration nnfch 
tegrctj howc^r wanting I may be in cxprcff-' 
ing it. 

Mi*. Outing left mc ycftcrday morning, 
much lamenting that he did not go the day 
before, when he feemed to grudge every ray of 
fun that was feed at Bafrells, and to dread 
every drop of rain that might fall the next 
day on the road to Afton. His fears fhould 
have made him confult fome ikilful almanack- 
maker; but trufting to his own obfervations, 
I believe he met With a little rain, whicif 
(however lightly it might fprinkle him) would 
I dare fay make him curfe the unjoyous wea- 
ther and call himfelf an unforiunati hero more 
than once. 

I fee in the news-paper an adrertifement of 
a Poem, dedicated to the Duchefs of Somerfety 
about Family Prayer, by one who feems to 
be a great admirer of Mr. Hervcy. I fhould 
imagine it to be by the Chaplain flie talks of 
in her letter -, but do not know. 

The firft thing I did on Monday was to or- 
der the Ha! Ha! to be towered two bricks^ 
but found it not neceffary to lower it even 
one; for the paper you ftuck up is feen from 
the Hall-Door by lowering the earth a confickr- 

abk 
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able length of way. So much higher was it 
than the Ha! Ha! that it was fbaf which ob- 
ftrufted the view totally, and not the wall. I 
alfo ftaked out the ground for the fweep of 
pallifadoes and trees at the hither end of the 
Long Walk, and I baniflied the auricula-pots 
from the Library-Window; and yefterday I 
wrote to befpeak the pediment for the Pavi- 
lion. More I could not do in this fhoit time ; 
but will have regard to your advice about the 
Shrubbery. 

Should you, if you chofc to ereft in my 
Coppice an urn to the memory of a friend^ 
place it ia one of the corners where the trees 
feem to forni an arbour, or in the Nfiddle- 
Walk, Yrom whence you now fee Claverden ? 
As the latter place is to be filled with trees, it 
might be perceived through them perhaps to 
fome advantage from the Shrubbery and Sum- 
mer-houfe-, but if fo, it would require to be 
higher than in the remote parts of the Wood. 
How high ftiould you like the pedeiftal ? and 
how high the urn in cither place ? 

I hope to hear your colic is* become a 
ftranger to you, and that you will not provoke 
it by nuts, &c. and I wifli all your improve^ 
mcnts may profper, and gratify your own tafte, 

which 
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which is b ple^fing to others^ and which af« 
fords particuliir plcafure to. 

Sir, 

Your obliged humble fcrvant, 

H. LuXBOltOUGH. 

If Mifs Dolman has left the Leafowes, pray 
be fo kind as to convey the inclofed card to 
Broom. 
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SIR* Toefdax, Oaober iotti4 

AS I am at prefent in as languid (though 
not in fo painful) a condition as you 
have lately been, I might have been excufed 
by you, had I not wrote till I found myfclf 
better ; but I fhould not be excufed by xnyfelf. 
My own reproaches would be continual tor- 
ments to me, did I not take the earlieft oppor- 
tunity of returning thanks for the Ode you 
fcnt me, and for the i^nmerited compliment 
it makes to me, and to my little retreat. Were 

ftria 
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ftrift truth as ncceflary to poetry as It is to 
kiftory, you would be guilty of a- great fault 
in placing the fceiie here, where the Mufes 
liever come, except when you bring them. But 
as poetical licences are allowable, this error may 
be fo too i and I am perfuaded no other can 
be fouAd ifl your plan; nor do I believe that 
iteil )^tf« can find any thing in the compofition 
to amehd, and yet I will not give a copy till 
you permit me, becaufe I- would not wiHlnjgly 
difobey any of your commands,^^^— Bcfideis the 
pleafure yoor letter, and ^vcrfes afford me in 
reading, and the pride they indulge in making 
me the fubjedt of them, they ^ive. me a third* 
fatisfadtion, which exceeds the others, and that 
k, the looking upon them as proofs of your-fete 
diforder having quite left you :. which I thiiit 
I may do 5 for illnefs would difabl6 your'* ge- 
nius from working with that vigour one^may 
obfcrve in thefe produdtions of \u Andindiisdf 
the very impreflions which bddily pain com* 
monly leaves^ ^ould be yet t6o recent in a 
vulgar mind: to allow it the ffee ufe of its 
faculties : but yours is fuperior to others, 
even whe» it ii molt opprefled. 

* Monday; t6th« 
t was too much out of order to continue 
my letter till to-day ; but am now fg much 
K ^^ better. 
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^cxt^r^-that I jMjo^e^ tQ tell you th^t Ji^y only 
archifed (who i^ ^ JK)i,ner ^t Wftrwi^k,)- happens 
to be very iUj^' ^ tb«.t[ the^ pe^iineiit. is npt 
fiaiflied; pt^haps not bf^UQ. I.^ave orckrtdt 
l^im to RV^ H loW) ^nd agreeabAe t<p j^ Doric. 
qrd?r, as th<^ pillars c^ ^^ T^mpfe, j^re. . 1 meo^ 
ti9flfd rfir?^ upV5 1 I^e ^tjjl^ # thfi$c:,%arofe; 
^ <io HQt kgqw. if tbre? b^lU WiwW 9Q« bi? ^ 
ifeJI. i-qf4 Bufliagtom ufes, them, a gpodr, 
c^cali'H^WfeeR I h^ve^ap pppprtMnity^ Iwil^ 
qRQuifC Iff the kw^illg wMcti m f^ ^4pfir 
bookaof AffCfaiteQwe foe ywr iifci^ .^nd in th^ 
i^eaii tinafi will feirc) you the onbfloot I have 
tbat teaches tl^ xodiooents of thait fcionccw^ 
Wdrib'prjnt or JAor6t paper y^u pevo: &wh 
Ik 4Qft- q:i€c St^ ftiiHtlgs at . o^ o£. Oibome/^f 
ftk?^: ihurte^ft yeaj^^ ^•^ F^rhap^. you wii|^ 
g?fc»,:fepjt?r:^8itftit;We irf tJie^HiQcJj^ if yOi» 
1^€^ tfe^. W9?vl9Qking n Qver.-ryA?: «? tim 
^l»jfer. Mr- S0f|»wik^ hfc Ji4s W4tote we- the 
prifift of 9 iplRiOvOfi^ J» wood, p}d aifo it» 
'^JT^jck ^t^i \m it: i$ only tfwmty 'mch^Si 
^h.:?t,<fea%. price; il^hich I foppofe h not 
Ij^if high enwghj; a^d he fcndia frightful 
common pedcftaV.in: thp inctofed drwght.— I> 
hay^>^ faocy fjpr an urn on a round altar, and 
hzyCi.fQr^i^Jfd^,'^ pitch a thing . iQyfelfir »d 
fpflt,4t ^ I^-r.^^j[i^8 to £Wt^ijji ^ilj, acid, 
,r..;.j 7 .{ ta 
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» paifit gJ^een trees i»undj that I tnay guefs M 
tlife ^1ft& it wiil havfe* The urn I drew frcml 
d littte pair the DiKhefs of Somerfet turned 
lofr me in wood, front an antique urn the 
Gounteft' of Pomfret brought her from Italjri 
It Has n6 cover* You Will fee how it is whert 
Williams fends it back* In the mean timei 
pTKf t\mk rf apliee to fet the urn in-, for 
I cannot pleafe myfelf about it. 

Juft alt this place of my letter 1 am mtcr^ 
f Qj)tidd by onfe frona Mifs Patty Meredith, to 
defire I Will fend four of my Aorfes to join two 
pf Mrs% Meledith's to bring them hither from 
Wolfeley-Bridge on Friday next the 20th j 
fo I wiH not fend this epiftlc till they come, 
choofing to wait> in orddr to make it mor« 
worth your readings by fending you Mifa 
Patty^'s opinion, and Mifs Harriot's, about pla- 
cing the urn. 

I will only add here, that I am forry for the 
ufage you have met with from your Parfon : but 
hope y^ur patk goes on$ and co«ild wiih it had 
been where you propofed, in defiance of ecclefi- 
attical fpfte; but fincc that is imprafticable, at 
fcaft flatter myfetf that you will difa]ppoint his 
lAalitious intent, by making a path on yoiir own 
knd .equally pretty, and gut of the reach of 
then* powers, who Endeavoured^ to prevent the 
K 2 'didates 
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didtatcs of your tafte. Place it ever fo fw 
from them, it is poffible their enVy ifiay reach- 
it, and trace it to its full extent : but what 
of that, if they cannot mokft it ptherwifc ? 
And I will fancy you can have one that will 
^en exceed in beauty that which you firflr 
thought of. 

Wedncfday, OAober z^A. 
fey various accidents I have waited in vain 
for Mrs. Meredith till this day, and .have not 
yet had time to write, nor weather to feek for 
fituations in the Coppice. 

Friday* zjtk» 
' To-morrov^r morning a fketch of Mifs Patty's 
will go to the Leafowes, in hopes of faving 
the town of Birmingham ; but it is impoffibk 
to find time to write a line with it. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

SIRf Ndveniber ifl, 1749. 

PRAY read the inclofed letter firft.— I 
hope you received a Sketch on Saturday, 
-—This beginning will feem abrupt: more Vo 
than Mr. Whiftler*s ! but my reafon for it 

is 
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is tht fame as his(. If he is pardoned after a 
filence of fix months, perhaps I may receive 
the fame favour. My filcncc was not of fucK 
long duration. My crime was not fo great, 
becaufe it did not deprive you of fo much 
pleafure ; and my contrition is as great as his 
can be : and if you will believe me, I blufli as 
much as he could do ; and neither of us can 
exprefs that upon paper ( therefore, I hope 
you will believe us both, and reftore me as well 
as Mr. Whiftler to your friendihip. My 
pleading for him is an adt'of. Ibpererogation, 
as he has pleaded fo much better for himfeJf : 
and yet I have no other way of (hewing my 
gratitude for his mention of me. How proud 
ihould I be of what he fays of me, were I not 
at the fame time humbled, by knowing my 
iperit cannot have attracted his applaufe, fince 
he never was in my company ! The fame con» 
fideration Ihould make me wifli he never might 
be in it, left he fhould be undeceived to my difad- 
vantage. But upon the whole, weighing my lof&s 
and gains by the notion J have conceived of his 
convcrfation by ivhat I have fecn pf his writings, 
I think I would venture to let him difcover my 
ignorance, rather than be deprived of his com^ 
pany -, which you promifed laft year to give 
Qie, by his accompanying you to BarrelU \ 
K3 where 
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wher© (by the way) if you J)lcafe to com* 
now, I c;aa ofivr you ipore than I have yet 
heen able to da ; which is the coixverfaiiQa af 
Mrs. Meredith aad four of her daughters.^ 
The Yellaw Room which Mifs DoImaA lay 
in^ whdn you was laft here, i& empty^*^i fhoulcl 
rejoice to fee you.'?— The month of Oi£iK>be9 
vcalk upon you to afiift me in planting y and I 
know you would not cboofe to be remifs tn 
tdi^ of friendfliip. I o&qv you an occafiorr 
C(f 0iewing yours:; and uidefs you go to Loas 
don to meet ]Vfr, Whiftki?, I think i may expe^ 
you will do me this £ivour before the ntm 
mooo^ decays, I would' fain endeavour to; 
wipe off tlw prejudice you have taken againili 
Autumn ; and if thefe four young ladies d^ 
not affift me, I fear I fliall never meet wit^ 
foccefstj nor can any thing be more likely ^ 
enliven the melancholy afpefl: you dtead whea 
days grow fhort and fcaves turn yellow. 

We have fearched every^ Corner of the Cop^ 
pice, and can find no oak-tree favourable to 
our defign, unlefs it is the,^ great double oak^ 
within which Outing placed the Piping Fawn. 
The tree is unexceptionable for that ufe ; but 
rije fituation you will think, I dare fay, too 
much expofed, efpecially as the entrance is ftx 
•very near from the Abele Walks ; if that cao 

bf 
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fS6 <fl>ria!td^ T'^^l'^aps ^thtfckehing that part 
with trciBai ahd evtr-gtdftnu may tehcfcr it iliore 
proper: if ridt, MJfs Harriot, nor Mift ^atty," 
nor I, can think of fid place but the b?ink of 
the iPit, a little betew which ft^fids an oak, 
fliat fprtads ^ good deal ove^ it •, agairiij: ^hicK 
Oak Mifs Patty, ift th^ iiiclofed Sketch, pro- 
pofe^ to ^t the urn and altar, and to fliadc it 
found mi% yews, laurels. Sec. and givQ up the 
reft of the Kt to the. open field, and ,alf6 
to plant the Sand Walk that now leads into 
the Go|)pltc and up to the Two Chailrs, full 
of trees, itid let the way be a narrow ferpen- 
tine path through it,- backward from the Pit, 
leading info the inward pirt of^^fc Coppice^ 
on the right fide of which is m old ftump 
of oak, which tiiay iH^e a proper back to a 
root-feat, from wtence jpon will view the urn 
in a dire& line fronting fo as to be able to 
read the infcription.-rLct us know if you. 
conceive my meaning and Mifs l?iUf\ Dfliw- 
ing; and whether our idea is likely to appear 
well whenpfit in pradice. 

I received two days ago, Mn Williams*| 
Sketchy as he calls it, tiiough he has mq^de it 
a real PiAure fron> my Sketch, and has made 
the pedeftal fquare ioftead of rounds f^ing 
it is -moft proper as the urn is round :, his paint- 
K4 inj 
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log has no tegV^' p fituation.?^The fteps hi 
Mifs Patty's jSkc^ch are, if you remember, 
le^iog into the Pit fi^m a corner over .againifc 
t}}C ^reat oak» and terminate by ibme willows. . 
. Mifs Harriot fays^—Qupry, Would it bp 
amifs, inftcad of planting, thg, Sapd^Walk, to 
throw the earth doiyi) fo as to make it a turfed 
(lope from the Coppice, injlcad of a perpendir 
cular fide of a Pit as it now is? ai>d wo\il4 
it not help to take off the ugly look of 4 
marle-pit which it now has ? 

Mifs Patty is amufing herfclf in copying 
Watts, and I in being a thief, which, ihc com-j; 
plains the more of, as the bjy (he was dr^w-? 
ing is not finifhed ^ bpt I wjU in^lofe it i{) 
Ibite pf l^erj^fecaufe I am 

your faithful friend 

an4 humble fenrant, 

H. LuXBOROUGHt 

P. S. I fent your letter to Outing in one 
of my own, but no anfwen 

Ml*. Hall defires his bell complhnents, and 
fets out for Oxford and Londpn next Monday. 
r-As I am in a ftealing humour, I have ftolc 
the briginal and only copy of his Affize Ser- 
ipon to fend you, becaufc I heard you fay 

you 
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yo«i walked to fee k. Pray ftnd it back, fwr 
be tbfolutjely forbade my fhewihg. it, as not 
4^ining it worthy. I db not think my di£- 
obedience is a breach of fri^ndfhip, becaufb 
I like the fermon. 

Compliments to your Brother, to Lord Dud« 
ky, and to Mr. and Mifs Dolman.— ^Permit my 
fcrvant to ftay till morking.^F-^rs. and Mi& 
Merediths are <^ligfBd by your mention of 
themy and defire complhnents to you. 

I am forry old Etnma is deprived of the 
pleafure of conveying this packet. It is large 
enotigh, if its merit was judged by its fisx^ 
fo fare forty fuch towns as j^irmin^hanif 
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^1^9 Wednefdajj November 8tli^ 1749, 

IHA VE heard of giving one guinea to 4 
mufician to play, and ten to leave off, 
fhus are you, I believe, by thi<f time inclin- 
able to reward old Emma^ an4 to difmifs her 
froni the office of poftwoman. For her fake 
I ought to write feldomer, unlefs I could 
pake my letters fucfi as could render h?r 

welcome 
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viicoiDC when Ae' prtfenei ywi With the 1^^ 
padccts ,ihe finds at BitMiigliam firMf) Ba^-* 
voUs.-^What occafiMs my tr€>ubiing foo 
again & ioon is, that -Mrs. Met^dith ^i^h^c 
daughters leave me the. beghinuig of nexe 
la^ek^ laiid I fl^tild be giad^ to know bcfbre 
t)»t^ mhat fifle you wodki dtuoft the^um arfid' . 
pedeftal iKwld be <tf: fot as.txi the le^r 
ones at Hagley, ^n do^ not! imeDtioa their ^ 
mention; ^fid the, iweatjr ioclK» Mr. Hai^ 
talked pf^ w.a« caufed by t^ tdtft^ Of » fig9re 
lA my Jetipr, . Thclijtte w)0k whkh.ycw IkAfvfer 
forgpt^ fe oyer agai|ill ypu wlwi you [fit; uMbr 
the great double oak, aifid from it gp 4qWa 
winding fteps vhich I had cut a great while 
«go in the earth to lead to the bottom of the 
Pit, but arc fhadcd by the trees which grow 
on the brink of it j\an4 a littl.q be/ore you 
come to tftcr -bottom, there Is Rke a narrow 
landing-place, where grows a ihort row of 
wiltows, which form a kind of little hedge at 
the foot of an oU! oak which grows on tht 
bank, and there is the ipot we propofcd txf 
fet the urn. Mifs Patty drew it wrong, whert 
(he made it of a Kne with the tree ; and Mife 
Harriot's p-opofal is to flope off the bank 
quite from the trees on the left fidfe the wrik 
which now is, down to the faid wiitows, which 

are 
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tii« atjtftfci^ {out fert m^^ h^ii MoM^ dui 
odge of: the i»a«k^ aod I hoUew k irill i»v« 
a goDd eflfoa; Mifs .Fkftjr has fowaU (fn 
Ihe can, do nothing weil wkk oosxqitiil^s) Uliot 
views of an urn^ vi?. oi^ ffOfltand twQ.end- 
views.'^-'Query, Whether the harp and the 
reeda IbouW be carved flat on tlie tirn, or pro* 
je<E^ ^i| m W' If find whether you like the 
fliape •, as alfo if this Ionic pedeftal is fuitable^ 
^Ii4 wbether wtb w if itlwm tjie b^-vwath 
or th^ iqv^ft for th^ urf«riirtioi>.r-m.I, JMF^ 
i(iei9n(i^ four lyje?. We did. ioW»d to lp«jv« 
the lowpr pftrt of t^ie Pit> ftook <he WiJtew* 
4ctwwr4rcis^ pc«pfindi?\ilaf.-^l 9m ^^ you 
Ukfi bails "foff tJ^e? pedkwntr Tluft fiircep fe 
formed by the palifades : tfaii elmi Hffe iM 
rnoyed, frQm t;he lawa on the iputh-fidc tpy 
houfe, to ftop up the opening of the Coppice 
OA the.e^ ftovi bence a^ jdu dkofhod^ ^nd 
fome Btoes are amoag dient 

I th^ok ;yoii &r fyi^k^ Gibbs^i boc^t 
which I wiU t^kt cdret oi^ . \mt never ytfc 
could admire his taftc in Architcftyre, The 
monument for the late Duke of Newcaftlc 
gives a fpecimep of it ; and even his genteeleft 
things he difgraces commonly with fome awk- 
ward ^ngmenh' His building at Cambridge 
I h^ve fecn, but never could like.-^Pardpn mc 

for 
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^ for giving my opiiiioA, which is of no ralue : 
it cannot hurt Mr* Gibbs, nor can it be of 
any improvement to you. So. I will leave oflr 
here, and haftcn to affure you, that I am, 

• ^ith perfcft truth and cfteem, 

your faithful and obliged fcrvant. 

The Ladies defire their compliments, and 
return thanks for yours, and wilh to fee you 
here. I have hopes Outing will come too 
^ore they go.'^Pray write on Saturday. 

Pray give me a few Englifli words cxpreflive 
ofMr^ Somervile's^ charaftcrj for I had only 
thought of putting j 

<^ Saocd to tlie ^femorjr of WiUiam ^oDcienrile* Ef^olre/* 

. Your Latin Motto's are, I am pcrfuaded, 
yciy well chofe. Perhaps a Lady Ihould not 
put up, any in an unknown Umgue\ but I havQ 
#lrcady erred that way, fo may as well go on, , 
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LETTER XXXVHL 

BarreUs, Wcdiiefda/» Navtmber 191I1, 1749^ 
SIRt Begun TwCdMj Night, a^ 

I DO not know whether I am making, repa^' 
ratipn for my pail offence. Silences or 
commitung a worfe» by BabbHngi for I not 
only anfwercd your letter by your fervant, . but 
wrote again the very next day ; and ftill upoi^ 
the fame fubjeft, Urns. I hoped for an anlwer 
laft Thurfdays but not haying one, I now 
torment you with a third cpiftle^ which will 
probably draw another from you ; and» was 
your politen?fs out of the qujeftipn, I £hould 
cxpefl: it to be an order for me to ftop my 
pen: I think it would be juft; and as the 
French ftyle (and French every thing) is fa» 
Ihionable, it might be albwable for you to fay 
in that language to me, Cek fuffit: which 
phrafe I have often heard ufed by thofe who 
would be Ihocked to hear in rough Engliih 
*' Hold your tongue ; " though I think fiund 
makes the difference, not fenfe. Talking of 
that, who would have thought a pack of 
French ftroUers could ever in any fhape have 
influenced the choofing or rejecting a Member 

of 



I 
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of the Britifh Parliament ? and yet the advef-i 
tifcments about the Weftminfter Eleftion flicW 
them '^Cd lift PtffonagU ol CCgikG^tntt.-^lt is 
it fecms fad) that a pretty good fct of Englifli 
Aftttfi wfeo twade art attempt tb M up a ftagc 
iij't^prOtirlrt 6ft' thft out-lkirts of.Fi*ahee, 
(lirfcerc <f\st iarign^fge was i Bttfe^ tifiderftooc|). 
K^ro'drtt^tti tS^tiH the iittm^ fctrrrffity % arfd 
5Wf <kif Nobkjfii fii^pdrt tReff ftrdlfcAf htrtf'i 
fer'they are, I fWat; eftaWiflWd Ia fpite «f .th* 
4KMI» m«d^ by: Khe Galki"^^ Bemg well Bp^ 
j^dii^d fey otfr liyrd^, L^ites and ftill mort 
liry forte <«f oai* OBkcif^j whd though they rai 
««^|]?t>tty'tkd i^tSnth in Fl^deiis; arlf-'^i^ 
M follow tH^tA hetti mA t^ p&y thdf 6bfe4 
^(tid&i diey^s t^ tht oMitci&!of eHdi^.'^WK^. 
IfttllitttEttglHhnieftnowbeiH' • .-^ 

• Were it pernrthtetf to firtd faiiltWitk Sl-s-%; 
I' fl«iuki be' angry 'Penki did not* reiie?^^ the 
KcfyVi! Mercys. Btit on the dther hand, I aiti 
pPeafed wr^ the K^— g's adWer to the p-*-*ke of 
New-^***^, \Hi(y weitt fd frrs cbiet exulting 
iiAHiipy to iitfdrm'hTrti of t!he fbrtunate dVent 
dfJ^r Watkfc'^ death: **!: am lorry for it j 
ifjmfivemf his M-*r-Hfy) ^ he w'as? a' wdrthy 
^ man, aitd an^ open enemy/* This fine^ an- 
IV^r makes one regret thiJt h\i Mtn-*-^ goverA 
jffK^ead of iiim.-**fiut how happens if pray, 

that 
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i\ax\l tafli fometiing ticading towirds politics 
tajWiTx?^:^! do noL cnnccive what, cdukl makifc 
k/di£e(.into.niy headrribiat whe9L^k^dsd doib^ 
t cw aKifily conceive. : it. would 'flji:' away mtk 
(ttjr pen ; for & negl^tnt^ as h \9tkty ttit 
firft ideas that pi<eftni tdetnlBMes. go off do^toy 
IfieAdft, unpolifhod^aiid unconi)e££ed : but to 
^ersi I give ofi^y a tery Iktle Jltmmety, aend ib 
coiickidfe. This word flummpy^ you muft 
kiie^^ Sir, means at L/dtidon, Jlan^py and 4m^ 
pUment^i and k iht prtfepc rei^fting word 
amon^ the Beaux and SeUesv Pardon mjr 
teiling you* 'what your^^i&ionBirf wouJi 9»^ 
Kavcr told you j and pardbiv nue' alio for boafi> 
ing. of kiK>wing femethiiig aboivt <i^ fa&ioni 
my neighbours^ do not km>w/a»^ whjteh^ thankg 
to Chanel, I do know ?— I h<bft Ms felf^elialta* 
fieii' win not draw upoii me di9 ^(»it pS tlbt 
atrogant Pharifee. My knowl^dgs does; Mft 
extend Very far, as learned as- I am v and yet 
I know that it is the fafliioft for every body 
to write a coupkt tO' the fame tune (viz; an oid 
country-dance) upon whatever fubjt(3: occua 
^ th^m ; I flioaki fay upon^ whacever pet&n, 
widi their name* to it. Lorda^ Genfdomeiii 
Ladies, Flhts, Sdiolafs^ Scrfdfers,* Divims^ 
Mafters^ and Miflfes, are all authors upon this 
eceafion, and alfo the objefts of eaeh otJier'S' (k^ 
fire : it makes an ofFenfivc medleyy and might bc 

called 
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called a pot-paurri ; which is a potful of all 
kinds of flowers which ant feyerally per&ines^ 
and commohly when mixt^ and rotten^ finell 
xtrj ilL . This coarfefimile is yet too good 
for ajbout twenty or thirty couplets I have tocn^ 
and they are all.peribnal and fooliih facire, even 
feverally ; fo I will not fend them : but to 
make amends for my grave politics, I will 
find you a good pretty innocent BalUd, wrote 
by a Mils jenny Hamilton, a pretty girl about 
town, who is going to marry MtftCf the author 
of the Foundling, and writes word of it her- 
ielf in this n^mner to an intimate friend in tho 
country. It confifts, as you. will find, of 
(mns. (or is the French properly call it, Jm 
^ m9ts) upon his nani^ i and though I never 
was a lover of puns, I do not diflike the na- 
total fprightly turn of thefe ; and I hope they 
mil amufe .you a few moments, for the re^on 
you quote from Cibber (himfelf!) " That 
*' finall matters amufe in the country/* The 
truth of which moft people, have felt, or arc 
unfeeling and unhappy. - .■ 
, As to myfelf, I have ftrayed three days of 
|he lad: week in the woodsy or to be leis 
poetical, 1/ have ftood from Eleven to Five 
each day, in the lower part of my Long Walk, 
planting aijd difplanting, ppening^ views, &c. 
6 Iwilh 
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1 wiQi it may be for the better. There were 
fad fcrub-trees, if you remember, planted as if 
it was to reprefent a fhooting-bow ; for they 
formed a curve on one fide, and a ftraight line 
on the other : this led to the lower gates that 
part the Lane from the Walk. . Twenty-feven 
good ftraight elms, inftead of them, make the 
lines parallel ; and I have hopes of knocking 
down ten ecclejiaftical trees, which obftruftcd 
the profpedt (as you and Mr. Hall affured me) 
from the Old Summer-houfe. — If the whole 
College of King's in Cambridge Ihould be 
more favourable to me than ofte fingle joint 
of a foe (I will not fay limb) of a College 
which you had to deal with, I ihall triumph ; 
but I muft not brag too foon ; perhaps my 
fcheme may prove as abortive as yours, 

I want to know your anfwer about the 
Urns being under the Double Oak.— Pray tell 
my friend Tom I make my fervants colled all 
the roots and lay them at the door of the 
Coppice, againft he exerts his fkill in rearing 
them up into the form he propofcs. 

The alking you to come here at this feafon,' 
is downright Irifti affurance: but it is allow- 
able,. I hope, to wifli it. — ^Whenever wijbing\% 
mentioned, the Green Book prefents itfelf to 
my view : but it is as in a dream that vanilhes. 
L —I have 
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—I have font a fpccial mcflenger to Soitier- 
Viles-Afton, to Outing ; not without remind- 
ing him of your juft: reproof (at leaft it is jujt 
as far as concerns ^writing •, for as tx) riding 
you cannot expcdt it. I am fure he would not 
reach the Mines of Peru at this fealbn, if they 
were but thirty miks off, in a fortnight, 
though he were to bring away as much as he 
could defire of their riches. He thinks it im«» 
prafticable to come to Barrells, which is four- 
teen miles, though he promifed, though his 
doaths are here, arid though the Birmingham- 
coach could carry him any Monday from 
Henley to London, by Oxford-, which con- 
veniency is newly eftablifhed, to our great 
emolument. Would it not be a good fchenae 
(this dirty weather, when riding is no more 
a plealure) for you to come fome Monday 
in the faid ftage-coach from Birmingham, to 
breakfaft at Barrells (for they always brcakfaft 
at Hmley) ; and on the Saturday following, 
it would convey you back to Birmingham, 
unlefs you would ftay longer, which would 
be better ftill, and equally eafy ? for the ftage 
goes *every week the fame road-, it break- 
fafts at Henley, and lies at Chipping Norton \ 
goes early next day to Oxford, (lays there alt 
day and night 5 and gets on the third day to 

London: 
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Loftdmt: Which from Birmingham at this 
fedfon is pretty well, confiidcring how long 
tJicy afie At Oxford i and it is much mord 
l^r^able to the country than the Warwick 
way was.— ^But why has thi3 coach induced me 
to begin upon another Iheet of paper ? It is a 
Ihame to tofment you fo, and with fuch 
nonfenfe.— «-You once, I remeniber, Sif, com- 
iftefided my haAd- writing and correftnefs -, but 
this will (hew it was AWj^ufHmery. 

I afked you what your new ^ois were, of 
pmpblets? You did not jinfwer me: per*- 
hapa you had not gone through them.-^I wifll 
the people in town would give themfelves 
tin*6 to write, and amufe us a little t but 1 
believe they neithef write nor read* How can . 
they, as their time is taken up with new* 
fafliioncd amufements, whith, like Eternity^ 
have neither beginning nor end ? 1 imagine 
fieep will be left off, for 1 da not hear of a* 
hour allotted for it* As to thought^ it has 
employment enough in weighing thefe differ- 
ent amufements, and forting them fo as not 
to lofe any in the twenty-four hours t And 
bookfcUers I hrlieve might Ihuc up Ihop, if it 
Was not for us country-puts. Perhaps when 
the Jubilee is over, there may be a ceiTation to 
the prefent whirl of diverfions. 

L 2 My 
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My paper and the clock remind -me that 
it is latei fo I employ the reft of the fpace 
left, in afluring you that I am, with great 
cfteem, and without one^ particle of flum- 
mery, Sir, 

Your faithful and obliged fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

From my Bed^Room, Wedaefday, 29th. 
My writing a Poftfcript after fo long a 
letter is not according to the -f fitnefs of things^ 
I confefs it -, but I cannot well avoid it, for 
here enters. the meflcnger whom I fent yefter- 
day to Outing. 

Pail Five in the Afcemooa. 

This proved a miftake, and the meflenger 
is not yet returned \ and I am obliged to fend 
this letter away now, or it will be too late to 
give it in charge to thofe who are to carry it 
to-morrow. 

My compliments to your Brother, and at 
Broom. 

' t Be it known, thefe words thus applied are fafhionable. 
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LETTER XXXIX, 

S tR, BarrcIIs, December 6tli, 1749. 

YOUR letter of the 26th ult. and mine of 
^ the 29th, croffed each other at Birming- 
ham. The nejct day yours arrived fafe at 
Barrells, and gave me more than wonted plea- 
fure, as my fpirits much wanted, fuch a corr- 
dial, being deprcfled by various things, parti- 
cularly by the death of Mr. Davis, who leaves 
his Widow, (my friend) whom I love and 
efteem, in deep affliftion, though without tears, 
or pomp of forrow, He was a g^ntleman-like 
man, generous, and capable of being a friend j 
which many in higher life ^re not : and to her 
he was Brother, Father, Friend, as well ^s 
tender Hulband. She had no; recovered 
the concern the Ipfs of her oqly child had 
caufcd her, when this greater misfortune befel 
her.'^-r-We are all born to fuffer aiBiftions ; and 
I have ha4 a large Ihare : but I fincerely 
proteft none has ever been felt by me fo fe- 
verely as thofe which have befallen my friends. 
And as if that was well known to my evil 
Jlar, it fheds its influence over moft of thofe 
JL 3 perfon$ 
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pcrfoas I have an afFeftion for.'-^Pray God 
it may not reach you ! 

Here I break oflf to tdl you Outing's an- 
fwer to my meffagc in his own words \ which 
are thefe, ** My motions are at fo great an 
^* uncertainty,' that it makes me une^fy to 
" myfelf and rude to my friends. The hO|>es 
** of feeing Mr. Shenftone prevented m0 from 
" writing to him; and now that. I am able to 
*' do it, JViirs impatience prevents me from 
" telling him fo." — This faid ^/7/, you muft 
know, is the meflfenger I fent early one morn- 
ing, and he did not return till late next evea-^ 
ing, becaufe Mr. Outing kept him to have 
time to anfwer my letter; which he did an- 
fwer abbut the tenth part of: the diftance is 
fourteen miles, and the meflenger a fpeedy one. 
— -Jacky Reynalds has been here fince, and telb 
me he is at prefent at Sir Robert Cocks*s, 
confulting every perfon and every map to find 
oiit (not the longitude, but) the nearefl: way to 
Portfmouth, whether through London or 
acrofs the country. His perfon is ftill as I 
fuppofe in Glouceflerfliire, his beft cloaths 
are at Barrells, and his thoughts on board the 
Hazard Sloop (where the lad he has the care 
of is to be placed) or rather on the road thi- 
ther, where I do not doubt but he fancies there 
9 arc 
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arc dragons innumerable waiting for him ; for 
an indolent perfon. may form as many difScul- 
tics when he is to undertake a journey, as 
a child frightened by its nurfe, or a perfon 
who has tht night-mare k^s bugbears. 

The hopes you give me of the Green- 
Book feeds, my imagination, and I flatter my- 
felf the firft fwallow will bring it ; for I do 
not imagine you will honour the robin-red- 
breaft with your errand; and he is the only 
feathered vifitant I am likely to. have for fome 
^ime* 

If I was not tender. of encroaching upon 
Mrs. Emme Scudamprc's rights, I would pro- 
pofc 50 you to exchange a pair or two of 
pigeons of the carrier kind (of which I have 
fonae) n^xt fpring; and by winter they may 
ponvey letters to and from, the Leafowes and 
Barrclls with great diligence, without her 
^fliftance, or her friend William's. Why fbould 
. it not be done here a^ well as abroad , as it is 
cfpecially by our merchants in the eaftern 
countries^ who often gain riches* by early ad- 
vice that expeditious way? and why ihould 
the fund of fortune b<i ftill fupplied with care, 
and that pf frietidlhip neglefted ? It is to the 
latter I would raifc an altar, and wifh to have 
it blaze 4s bright as that feems to dp in the 
Ij» 4 ingenious. 
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ingenious device you fent me, which is (fam 

compliment) the prettieft of the kind I ever 

faw for a feai; and hope you will permit me 

%o make ufe of it by having one cut according 

to it. 

8anday,D^cetnber |oth» 1749. 

Here I broke off, with an intention of 
copying my letter, and fending a neater edition 
of it, this being full of blots j but had not an 
opportunity of fending it fafely to Birming- 
ham ; when on Friday I received yours, of the 
5th, and this moment your laft, of the 7th, by 
Pedley's fon. As he is to return in the 
morning early, and I am to have Lord Archer 
and other company at dinner to-morrow, I fliall 
not have time to copy it over j fo beg you will 
excufe it, and receive this incorredt epiftle for 
the fake of its candour, not for its wit or its 
beauty : for it has no more pretence to either^ 
than a hurdygurjdy has to harmony. 

I think Mr. Meredith's account of your. 
Grove is a very true one ; and as to what re- 
lates to the buildings (fince he choofes to 
make a parallel between them and thofe at 
Hagley) I dare fay you will not difpute giv- 
ing the preference to the latter j nor fet your 
Gothic Bench in oppofition to their Gothic 
paftle ; and yet give me leave to fay the for- 
6 mer 
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Itier is in the better tafte and proportion. Mx* 
Meredith never faw Hagley, thercfoite I woiVr 
der how he came to fpeak cf it as a judge? 
That he admires the Leafowes is <:ertain, an4 
is juft.— I hate, puns as much as you can do ; 
but they ferve noyr and then, as fuch diflies 
which the French call Hors (TauvreSj to inter- 
fperfe amongft thofe of more fpbftancie, and 
are counted as nothing. . 

I like your fancy of making your parfbn 
Bifhop of Nova Scotia, which would be 
making him of fome ufe. I have not experir 
enced the good luck you wilh me with eccle- 
fiaftics : fo cannot fay any thing in their f^ 
vour ; though I wifh I could, becaufe of their 
Tuhftion, which puts it in their power to do 
good or hurt : and they generally choofe th^ 
latter. 

It is time to fpeak to you about the Urn; 
which I cannot do without returning you a 
million of thanks for your interefting yourfeff 
fo much in what gives me pleafure, and for 
the trouble you have given yourfelf in draw- 
ing out the feveral fketchcs of urns ; all 
which are in exceeding good tafte, if mine 
fnay be permitted to judge. I fent one (the 
fmalleft in the drawings) to Warwick, to alk 
what it would coft if executed quite plain 

with 
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with the p^eftal, mi tjic fizo of ihe leflcr 
ones at Haglcy, according to what yoy wrote 
IDC about them -^ and am to have an wfwcf 
next Twfifey, though I do not propofc having 
it mad^ yet^ for th^ weather will not aUoiii 
it to be fet up with fafety^ as I inpagine, till 
'about Appil-"^ would enriploy Pedlcy pfe- 
leraWy tq any pth^r wQr]|cnian^ if I had i^ 
worked at home, both {rem yQur recommenn 
^Yom and his own fkiU ; 9% alfo from compaf-^ 
fion for his misfortunes : but J have feveral 
Teaibns which prevent my having^ it do^e at 
home ; ^nd amongft others, I hav^ w place 
to have it worked in, nor any to keep it in 
when finiflied, till it is a proper feafon to fet 
it up. Had Pcdley had any dwelling where 
he could have made it, and froni whence I 
could have fent for it, I would order it inw 
mediately^ though it were to coft me more; 
biit as it is, I cannot employ him, becaufe 
I cannot have it done at home ; which I am 
fbrry for, e(pccially as you. Sir, recomcncftd 
him, which weighs not a little with me ; nor 
Ihall any- one elfe do that or any thing in his 
way for me but him, if ever I have ai^ 
ftone worked here. 
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I 

SIR, ^ JfieineOaf^ 

WH^N I anfwered yours by yow 
fervant, I told you I had not time, 
to : cjtamine th^ urns you kindly fkctched 
out for me (Mr, Allen, &c. chattering rouiul 
me). I have now looked them over, and 
like thena well. I think the proportion of 
the large one (N^ 5.) feems. to be very juft.; 
and I believe the leflcr fize is big enough for 
my fmall Coppice. I cannot 
admire the foliage at the necks 
of the urns, either at bottom 
or on the cover. I think thofe 
fluted thus are bett<er ; aa:id it is 
fttU omameotal enough, if they 
auft not l^e quite plain- As to the pkciog. 
Ac Poetical Attributes either on the urn or 
ihe pedcftal, or on botli^ you have given 
variety of agreeable fpccimens, I confefs, 
what pkafes my eye moft is the fiftula aod 
>ipc on the fifth urn, and the oval wreath on 
ti^ firft pedeftal. Th? lyre, ereft as it b 
feewn on tbe fecond pedeftal, I cannot adr 
m^i »or do 1 like the furrounding fcfkoons. 
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N^. Ji 3, 4, fo well as the flight fefloon ii\ 
the middle : fo that I had fixed upon having 
the pipp, &c. or) the urn, and the >irreath on 
the pedeftal, and was confidering about what 
flioyld be on the other fide, when I rpqol- 
lefted, that if the ijrn is placed, as I laft prp'- 
pofed, vndcr the great Double Oak, thpre 
will only be one fide feen perfeft, viz, that 
which will front the new entrance at the 
corner of the Pit ; the oppofite fide will be 
hid by the tree, and the fide towards the Ser^ 
vice Walk will be filled up with trees, and 
the fame on the other fide : Therefore if you 
think that foraething ornamental fhould be 
feen through the trees, we muft have a fur^- 
rounding fefl:oon of liatural flowers tied with 
knots, as in N**. 3 : But (if you have no objec- 
tion) I ftiould rather like to have the urn plain ' 
all but on one fide, as is for example Mrs, 
JLyttelton*s urn in Hagley Church, where fhc 
is lying. on a couch; and nothing is reprc^- 
fentcd on the other three fides. In this cafe, 
I would by all means have the pipe, &c. as 
you have ' introduced it (N*. 5.) on the large 
urn, and the oval wreath on the pedeft:al, with 
the Englifli infcription within it, as it is on 
that you fent, (N^ i.) and the His Saltm 
on the upper plinth, as in N*. 4. But then; 

wher? 
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Where can we write the Poftquantj &c. ? May 
it not be juft above the wreath ? All this 
would enrich the front, and the reft would be 
plain, and only beautiful by the (hape and 
proportion. I cannot like lyres or even mafks 
on an urn, I mean any thing that projefts fo 
much on the fides ; it takes off that roundncfs 
which is its beauty.— I thought to have the 
urn and pedeftal worked at the Marble-yard 
at Warwick, and to fend my own team for 
them. I fuppofe Pedley made my urns which 
are on the New Summer-houfe there, and that 
he ftill works there. He can guefs at the 
value of fuch a one as we propofr, if you are 
fo good to afk him ; and I fhould be very 
willing to have it made by him. You may'know 
the. price if quite plain, or one fide /adorned 
as abovementioned -, or elfe the feftoon round, 
and the wreath on one front of the pedeftal ; 
pr the flight wreath in the middle on three 
fides, and the tibia, &c. on the fourth, with 
the pipe and a lyre obliquely placed with it, 
inftead of the fprig of laurel, as the laurel- 
wreath will be below it. But after all, this 
1^ will be a dearer way, becaufe the pedeftal 
would require fomething on four fides : fo, if 
you pleafe, we will ftick to carving only the 
front, aa I mentioned before 5 and if that 

ftiould 
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jftiauld be quite improper, I mud: in that caHf 
fUbmit to the furrounding feftoon; but Ihali 
give up the fiftula and pipe with very ^mt 
fcgret t (o hope it is allowable to keep it. 

If you was not as anxious as myfelf to har^ 
due honour paid to the memory of our wop* 
liiy friend, I fhould not be fo rude as to im 
terrupt thus often youf amufemcnts, and luin 
your thoughts from the pleafing decoratbni 
you are daily adding at the Leafowes to thoA 
kumble ones I exhibit herc.-«^What would I 
give for a little ftream to run at the fiiot of 
this pedeilal ! I dare fay you wouI4 be ge^ 
serous .enough to part with a fmall rivulet^ tf 
you could perfuade it to run down hither^-^l 
jmagint your iflands muft have a pretty eflfeft^ 
•—Is your Summer- houfe yet tr^nsfofmed; or 
docs it remain a butt for Mr. Lyttelton's and 
Mr. Miller's cenfure? They find fo muck 
•t the Leaibwes to raife their envy, and con* 
fcquently their fpleen, that it is happy for them 
fomc one objedt offers that they can vent it 
upon: when fbdt is removed^ they will wilh 
k up again; fo vexed will they be to .find 
thcmfdves under a ncc^flity of comnliending* 
What can be a greater misfortune to A cri- 
tic ? Pope would have died many yeari 4gO, 
had he been obliged to refrain from fatire, the . 

folc 
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fclc dcHgkt of his little pcevifli temper. Kkw 
happ]r 'was he to meet with a Timoa at hU 
TiUa ! The world fumifhes maii^ : bet tboA 
who would find ^nc, muft not ibek him «£ 
the Lcafowes. 

How ch'krkaUe woold it iae. Sir, if you 
would uke a trip to this litdle Retreat at tJiis 
melaaciioly feafonl^-^^The £ngU& hang tiiem- 
felves, it is fttid, in the month of Nowmbcr^ 
atid I find the French begin to catch the in* 
feftion; for thef go id JaTriopfti that mA 
hanging are ffnonimous, Wiiat th», if, to in* 
duige the fplenetic humour which the 4enfity 
of the' air and the ihortneis 0^ the days io* 
cKne you to, you fliouid come and fpend them 
m tny chirnney-coroer ? Nothing will put you 
enough in mind of fpring to make you regwt 
it, unlefs it is the finging of my two Canary- 
birds ; and they fliall, if you plei^, be fcnt 
out of the parlour -, after which the moft pro- 
' found fiknce will reign, and 'dulnefs be tri- 
umphant. Tfcis is what I invite you l?0; but 
you will be no fooner here than the fcene wiU 
appear to me tjuite changed : my propofal is 
therefore mercenary: I confefs it, fclf4ove 
will have it ioif^A propos^ Where is the Green^ 
Book ? Why did I ever truft it out of my 
hands? Will it not^ when copied over, ho* 

nour 
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nour the pifture of the intended urn with i 
place, and honour me with the irregular Ode ? 
May I hope that you will fet about it in ear-> 
uefl:, at your leifure hours ?— Adieu : I fcarce 
know what I write. — Parfori Allen kept mc 
up till Three to hear his ftofies ; and on Sun- 
day I {at. up all night, and fhall not keep 
much more regular hours till after next Friday; 
for I am to dine and fup at Spernal, (the Parfon 
will have it fo) and on that day (or rather on 
Saturday morning) I ihall take leave of the 
prefent moon: nor fhall I have occalion to 
ufe the next; for the roads will be impaf- 
fable by that time for a carriage that quar- 
ters, and indeed there will be nobody fcarcely 
left in the country to vifit. If you do not 
come, I fhall wlfh I had the power of tranf- 
forming myfelf into a fly that lies lleeping or 
dead in fome obfcure corner, till the fun- 
beams wake him, and warm him into life. 

Shall you not hear from Mr. Whifller from 
London ? his letters will entertain you 3 and 
you will I dare fay let me partake of the plea- 
fure.— When the Duchefs of Somerfet returns 
from Bath, I fuppofe I ihall hear from Her 
Graces — ^Mifs Patty pronyics to write; but I 
much fufpeft the numerous amufements Lon- 
don affords to one of her age, ^and who has 

never 
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never fpent but the laft fprings there, npr ever 
Teen It before, will often prevent her fitting 
down to write. — Amongft other diverfions, 
I find they aft plays fometimcs at home, to 
which all Mrs. Meredith's acquaintance are 
invited. Mr. Meredith and fome other young 
"gentlemen do the mens parts, and Mifs Patty 
the top part of the women— They have fcencs 
from the Play-houfe, and make proper ftage- 
dreffes— Her afting is much admired. I made 
her do a fcene or two, to give me a notion 
of it, and it ftruck me.— Monimia was what 
flie afted at home ; but I think fhe docs fome 
of the mad parts (which Mrs. Cibber is fa* 
mous for) very finely.— Next fummer they 
propofe % much longer ftay at Barrells, where 
I hope you will meet them; and they may 
fliew you fome of thefe kind of amufemcnts,' 
fo uncommon in thefe unfrequented flxadesi 
if we can mufter up performers. 

I juft now perceive the word Jdieuy two 
pages back. Am I mad to write fuch an Ad^ 
denda ? But I let my pen gallop on, and you 
never will perijiit me to flop it j fo you muft 
not complain of its impertinence.— Emme will, 
I dare fay, be thankful that the pacqoet is 
fo large; as fhe will judge of its merit by 
M its 
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its weight, ^ou will, I hope, excufe its faults,' 
becaufe it conveys one inviolable truth ; which 
is, that I am 

Your moft faithful 

H. LUXB0R0UGH« 



L E T T E R XLL 

SIR, TneOMy. 

YESTERDAY muft be marked with 
the blackefl: ink in the kalendar of my 
life. My friends and neighbours fccmed to 
combine, and leave me at once to folitude 
and regret. Mrs. Meredith and her four 
daughters fet out from hencc^ at eight o'clock, 
in their coach with my horfes, for Oxford i and 
Mr. Hall fet out at the fame thne from 
Henley in the ftage : he will not be at London 
before ten or fourteen days : they will be Acitp 
bn Thurfday.— Mrs. Meredith and I fat up 
all ni^t on Sunday, by choice; the reft went 
to bed ; by which contrivance I fecured to 
myfelf fome Tcft laft nights Whereas if Sleepi- 
nefs had not forced me to it, TTiought would 
have deprived me of it.— Nothing is fo ter- 
rible as parting from friends : and to have 

taken 
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taken ieave and then have gone to bed, had 
been fuch an image of death, that 1 avoided 
it as much as poffible, and endeavoured to 
banifli them all from my mind. — Luckily a 
man came to fell fome trees, juft as they* were 
fetting out: and immediately looking upon 
him as upon a tutelar angel fent to. my affifl:- 
ancc, I never returned to the houfe, but walked, 
under his protection, all over my grounds, and 
particularly to the farther end of the Long 
Avenue; where I ordered a crooked row of 
fcrub trees to be fallen, and a ftrait row of 
elms to be planted^ and other views to be 
opened, by felling and transplanting about 
the Old Summer-houfe ; as alfo near th«. 
Grove-Pool, to fhew the winding of the walk, 
from the Coppice and other points*, and fe- 
veral roots to be ftocked up for future root- 
hbufes.— ^ propos : I have taken the liberty, 
this moment to fend your trufty Tom to recon- 
noitre a place in the Coppice for a root-feat; 
as alfo fome roots I have ftocked, to fee, if 
there are enough. You will permit him fome 
time to aflift pie in making one. ' This I have, 
thoughts of .placing ia a corner near where 
the two chairs now ftand 1 frpm which one 
Ihall juft difcover a bit of a Gloucefterfhirc 
hill over the Pit ; but it will be thrgugh a 
M 2 very 
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very narrow winding-path, the reft of that 
Open being to be full planted. — Since I am 
fpeaking of that part of my environs, I will 
tell you of a new fcheme I have formed for 
placing the urn. I thought, before I received 
yours, that the area round the bottotti of the 
pedeftal would be too narrow in the place 
wre had once fixed upon for the urn ; and I 
' alfo think the tree, which would be its canopy 
there. Is too inconfiderable : fo that my prefent 
defign is to place it under the Great Double 
Oak, whofe venerable trunk will fupport 
and branches fhade it more properly than 
the other oak could have done. It will be 
like raifing a throne, as well as a monument, 
for Mr. Somervile ; and could he fee it, he 
would, I believe, think himfelf more honour* 
ably placed than if he was kicked down below 
one's feet, which might offend his elevated 
fpirit.— What think you then of filling the 
end of the Service Walk, where the entrance 
now is, "with trees, referving glades for the 
profpeds, but hiding the houfe and gardens, and 
of placing the urn there, as much furrounded 
with ever-greens as poffible, and having a fmall 
entrance from the field, in the nook near the cor- 
ner of the Pit, which will front the fore-part of 
the urn, but which is not to be the common 
9 entrance 



LETTERS. 165 

entrance to the Coppice? Perhaps a little 
root-feat may be there, under the Ihade of 
the hedge, inftead of where the Chairs arc; 
from whence one may contemplate the urn 
one way, and have a prolped through one of 
the openings of the Walk' the other :— But this 
laft thing of the feat comes into my head 
only now as I write-, the reft I thought of 
before, and fcrawlcd* it on a bit of rumpled 
paper, only to make ^myfclf comprehend my 
own meaning ; and when I had.done, was going 
to throw it in the fire, when I received 
yours; by which I conceived that you had 
doubts about the propriety of the lower fitua- 
tion. This makes me venture to fenci this 
fame rumpled fcrawl, which may perhaps 
give you an idea of my laft intention, which 
I (hall execute, unlefs you difapprove it.— 
Mifs Harriot's thought is undoubtedly right, 
?nd Ihall be purfued. The Serpentine Ihall 
not be on the brink of the Pit, as defcribcd 
in the paper, but Ihall go through the midft 
of the trees, and the Pit be all given to the 
field from the willows. The flope fliall be 
turfed as far as th^ willow^ : below that ftiall 
^e perpendicular. Some white pales I have, 
may go where the fteps now are, to reach 
the Villows, and fence out the c:attle^ If they 
M 3 or 
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or the fhcep come into the front of the Pit, 
fo much the prettier; and they can do no 
harm. 

Two o'clock. 

Mr. Allen is now. making his entrance, and 
comes to eat fomc of Lord Archer's yenifon; 
fo I (hall not have time to look over the 
urns. 

Five o'clock. 
I have looked at the urns with Mr. Allen. 
He approves extremely of " His Saltern *' on 
the plinth, and " Pojijuam^^l &c. and of the 
bay-wreath on the pedeftal.'-^We all like the 
fimplicity of No. 5. and the tibia and fiftula 
in the middle, I am for having no other 
ornament than that to the urn, and no other 
than the bay- wreath to the pedeftal.— What if 
a lyre was added obliquely to the tibia and 
flftjila, or elfe hung upon the other fide of 
the urn, and "the bay-branch left out, as the 
piedcftal will have b^y enough upon it?-^. 
The Coat of Arms would be greatly abfurd^ 
for the reafons you give ; but I could 
wifli I had a medallion of him carved wi» 
thin the wreath : but that is not to be 
bkd."-I fhall leave the proportions to your 
judgment, but think the lefier one at Hagley 

will 
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will do well.— I do not like the foliage that 
forms the foot of the fifth urn. Why might 
not the foot be fluted as the cover ? Upon 
the whole, I would have it very plain: the 
wreath pn the pedeftal, and the fiftula and 
wreath on the urn are fufficient. Mafks or 
lyres, or any thing as handles, fpoil the 
look, and the proportion, in my opinion,— 
Could you not complete your favours, by 
aOcing Pedley what he would do it for in- 
Warwick-ftone ?*^I return Gibbs ; and cannot 
like Mr. Coulfton's dreis and full-bottomed 
wig on a tomb.— -You are welcome to keep 
my old book as long as you pleafe; arid I 
will enquire about modern ones. 

Methinks I fmell the fans pareilk hither. 
How could you tantalize me ? and how could 
you treat it as a moderate matter ? Stinkipg 
tobacco is no moderate matter to thofc wno 
love k.— Let me know where your perfumer 
lives, and Mr. Hall Ihall be wrote to, to buy 
me fome. 

Lord Dudley's call up to Town is not An- 
gular. All who are fuppofed to vote for the 
Court have received a letter to the fame 
purpofe ; but all have not agreed to obey.— 
t'hc more haftc is made, as the K— goes early 
to Hanover, 

M4 What 
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What are your new books and pamphlets ? 
Let me fee fome ; or rather, let roe have your 
company. You are generous, and I am be- 
conie an objedk of compaffion in this folitude 
and thefc (hort days.-^Outing treats me as 
he does you. Gioucefterihire monopolizes all 
, his courteoufncfs. 

They talk round me, and oblige me to 
write mere nonfenfe, or to conclude in hafte. 
The latter is beft for your fake^-^So adieu. . 

Yours with eftcem and fmcerity, 

H. LuXBOROUCH. 

I could wiih you had a bufto-feal like what 
you were about inventing ; and that you iealed 
^ith dark-coloured wax, and could gild the 
bufto as you have done the Viola's Head, . 
with which you fealed the roll to-day. . . 

I fend a Blind Boy Mifs Patty drew at can- 
dle-light, to hide the dirty fcrawlcd paper 
with the Oak and Urn. — Mr. Allen and Mr. 
and Mrs. Holyoak's compliments. 

One word more about Urns.-^I fend. you. 
Sir, the inclofed ; being an anfwer from Mr. 
Hands, who was defired by me to enquire 
at the Marble-yard the expence of an urn and 
pedeftal, according to the dimenfipns of the 

leflcr 
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lefler ones at Hagley that you fent; becaufe 
(aS I wrote you word by young Pedley) I 
had not conveniency to have one worked at 
home.— I fent the N*. 6, of your laft draw- 
ings, becaufc I liked the form. As to orna- 
ments, I never named them ; and could wifli 
It could be executed quite plain; and yet 
fomething cxpreffive of him as a poet Ihould 
be too.— Would not the laurel- wreath encircling 
the infcription be fufficient? The Ihape and 
proportion of the yrn is all I fliould wilh per- 
feft; and had rather it had no ornament, 
or next to none. I know you will be fo 
good to oblige me with one more draught 
according to this plain fcheme, with the in- 
fcription and motto's, and I will have it ex- 
ecuted. A thing much ornamented would 
be no proper expreffion of friendlhip from 
me, nor would it become the place: which 
is expofed a good deal to the licentioufnefs 
of our mob, which is not near fo . decent as 
yours. I am fure you will hyfufficii to this : 
So I have done ; but have not ceafcd to be 

Your much obliged, humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH, 

p.s. 
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Taefday Night, D<ic. 12th, 1749. 

P.S. For once I thought to have fpaned 
you the trouble of reading a Poilfcript; but 
I muft tell you that Lord Archer dined here 
yefterday^ , and I ihall dme ther« to-morrow. 
He aiked me how far off you lived ? and added^ 
that a gentleman had told him lately that 
yours was the prettidl: and moil elegant place 
in all thefe parts; and that be imagined by 
the defcription, it muft be like Mr. South- 
cote*s. — ^I depreciated it in one fenfe, ima* 
gining he had conceived a grand idea of it; 
and told him it was what I had taken the li* i 
bcrty to call a Ferme ernie. "And what'* 
<faid he) " is more agreeable ? It is the vory 
** ihing one ihould choofe^ and what I have 
•* heard Liord Bolingbroke made Dawley/* 
But I told him, as to that, my Brother's calk 
ing it a Farm was only meant as it was really 
ohfe; for he then kept 700/. per annum 
in hand: but that the houfe was much too 
fihe and' large to 'be called a Farm. But on 
the other fide, its environs were no? orna- 
mented, nor its proipefts good. 
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LETTER XLIL 

<I R» , Bafrell«,,D0Ccmber sSth* 17490 

TH E hopes you give me of feeing yod 
here thefe holidays, arc !rtoit_ wel- 
come than any New.year's*gift I could hare 
received: and as the' froft is over, I depend 
ilpon their not being fruftrated,— -Your com- 
pftflion for Mrs. Davis fhews a good heart; 
and I think Ihe deferyes the opinion you 
have conceived of her ; of which I acquainted 

n her, being glad to contribute towards every 
pkafure Ihe is capable of feeling in her pre- 
fent melancholy circtntiftances. The remarks 

I ^^f f^gg^ft to you, ^re p^rfedtty juft and 
philofophical : but the difficulty is, how to 

i put in praftice what you would advife; for 

I I know by my own experience, that tjie things 
which amufe when the heart and mind arc at 
cafe,, ceafc to do fo when they are ftrongly 
affeded, and when lartiufemcnts are moft 
wanted to divert thought from the fubje6fe 
that caufes grief: And yet I am ftill fo far 
of your opinion, that I cannot be forry (though 
fte is fo) that it is her lot to have a muttipH- 
city of bufinefe to go through (being fole 

executrix 



I 
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executrix to her hulband) ; nor that flie ha^ . 
already quitted the houfe ftie lived in, hav- 
ing let it ;^ for the hurry this has cauled, 
joined to the examining various books of 
accounts, &c. muft, I think, fometimes have 
obliged her, notwithftanding delicacy of ima- 
gination, to turn her thoughts from the dead 
to the living. It is true, Ihe looks upon 
tbefe affairs as irkfome : but as Ihe is now 
incapable of reliihing thofe diverfions which, 
are calculated for pleafure, I thiqk it is well 
thcfe oth?r§ prefent themfelves ; without 
which, I am perfuaded Ihe would give herfelf 
up to unavailing regret, though rjot with 
that pomp of forrow, which I neveir c?n for- 
bear fuppofing to be more affe(a:auon thaq 
it i? reality .-'^I have invited her to Barrels i 
but when, or whether her affairs will permit 
her to come, I am ignorant, 

Mr. Allen defired his compliments to you^ 
when he left Barrells laft Saturday^ a$ did 
Mr. Hall, by a letter I received the poft after 
(viz. Chriftmas-day) ; exprefling hisi great 
hurry, perplexities, and uncertainty of the time 
of his return j all occafioned by the fuddea 
death of the Bifhop of Litchfield and Coven- 
try, by whofe order he went to his houfe at; 
ten o'clock on Friday morning to be cxamineci 

(whid\ 
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(which he had already been at Lambeth) 1 
but ** Lo ! (he fays) the Bifhop himfelf wa« 
** called upon at Five the fame morning, to 
** be examined at a great and juft Tribunal :" 
fo that he mull go for the third time to 
Lambeth to get a new fiat ; and, in (hort, 
be at much more trouble and expence by 
this unexpefted accident. He adds, that he 
had fecured a difpenfation before the Bifliop's 
death ; but I fuppofe the holidays are alfo 
obftru£i:ions to the proceedings in the Courts. 

I humbly beg Mrs. Emme*s pardon for 
having once prefumed to fubftitute carrier 
pigeons in her place. She ought not, I confefs, 
to have them let up as rivals againft her, 
fince Ihe is as true to her truft as the doves 
can be, and as expeditious as Nature will 
allow her to be. 

I cannot imagine how I could fuppofe Mr. 
M to mean Mr. Meredith ; and 1 can lefs 

fuppofe how Mr. Miller could make fo ab- 
furd a comparifon about the Leafowes and 
Hagley. Would it not have been fuffi- 
cient for him to have fpoke the truth, by 
laying the Leafowes had more beauties than 
Hagley; and better ufe was made of the 
gifts of Nature, fuch as water- views, &c. an4 
have left ftruftures out of the queftion, which 

arc 
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«re owing to the piirfe more than to the taile ; 
and with which you never preterlded to vye? 
As to myielf^ I am not afhamed to ' own 
chat I like even a root-feat at the Leafowes 
better than I do his modern ruin of an ancieni 
<sfik\ nor is it extraordinary. H9W many 
are there, bcfidcs myfelf, whofc eyes oblige 
them (without knowing why) to be more de- 
lighted with the Banquetting-houfe at White^ 
hall than with Blenheim Caftle, and with 
the front of Covcnt-Garden Church than with 
St: Paul's Cathedral !— Such is the force of 
truth, exemplified by that of proportion. 

Lord Archer, &c. dined here ; and I dined and 
fupped at Umbefflade laft week-, and I be- 
lieve they, go for London next week 2 As they 
come into Warwickfliire but every other year, 
I fear I (hall not have an opportunity of in- 
troducing you to bis Lordfliip, nor him to you 
at the. Leafowes, before the year 1751 : but if 
the weather proveis favourable when you arc 
here, I will carry you to fee the haufe and 
gardens any morning you pleafe. 

Now for die inexhauftible topic (rf Urns. 
I approve greatly of your 1^ urn, N^ 5 ; 
which anfwers to the fliape and fimpUcity of 
what I wifhed for, and will execute: and I 
agree with you in preferring two plinths t6 

one. ' 



LETTERS. 175 

one. It remains then only to difcufi the one 
point. Decoration \ in which point the placing 
the motto's are included.. The His Saltern 
upon the upper plinth mull be undoubtedly;, 
and I am much pleafed, as is Mr. Allen, (a 
better judge than myfelf) with the Poftiuam 
t€ Fata^ &c. But we propofe to you two things : 
bis is, That, below where Mr. Somervilif s name, 
&c. is placed, fhould be added 

<' Maltb ille bow flcbilis ocddit.* 

But this he entirely fubmits to you : only I 
think with him, that as the other motto re- 
gards him chiefly as a poet, this lafl will 
record him as a man who deferved the efteem 
of every good man \ and was regretted accor- 
dingly. As to my own propofal, I fear you 
will not like it : but you and I may both 
be in the right, in agreeing to the anfcrip- 
tion's being in Englifti— 

** Sacred to tlie Memory 
of 
William Somervile, Eiq.*' 

It may be untuftomary ; but a woman may 
be privileged to fwerve,from fuch rules as 
fhe may be fuppofed not to \}nder(land: and 
it will better pleafe the generality of his and 
my common acquaintance^ as well as the mob, 

whom 
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whom you call your friends. There will be 
lefs aflfeftatipn in it, and will more become 
me. As alfo, to have the whole feem plain, 
and not coftly. And alfo, the reafon of mf 
crcfting it, to be as plainly underftood to mean 
no more than my eftcem for him as a worthy 
Man and a good Poet, who had honoured me 
with his friendfhip : but I would ward againft 
the footijb and the cenforious^ who might be 
capable o£ forging fevcral fuch ridiculous rea- 
fons (notwithftanding his age and every other 
circumftance) that might draw on a reproach 
upon me for paying this tribute to his me- 
mory ; and although I am in no fort afraid of 
unjuft cenfure, yet I have fuffered too much ' 
by it not to be cautious.— As I have taken 
the liberty to give you this hint in a friendly 
way, I am almoft fure you will willingly 
igr^ with me to leave out garlands of Bow- 
ers, &c. and (cxclufive of the reafon above- 
mentioned) I am charmed with your thought 
of alluding to the Chace; which you very 
juftly fay would he the mojl proper ornament^ a 
IFreatb and Frencb-Horn : but then you fay, 
you give it up^ becaufe you cannot manage it weU^ 
I know you could > and I fee fome rough 
flcctches on the back of your paper, which 

do 




Leti^ers; if^ 

4o iiot difpleafe me. Permit me to alk, Wciuld 
it be amifs (thotigh dta^V 
it I cannot) td have a 
French-Horn fulpended 
frt)m the bottom, of thi^ 
hiouldings of the ijp- 
|5er part of the pedeftalj 
By a riband^ and two^ 
branches of laurel to be < 
crofled throiigh it, kui^ned 
tipwards, fo as to form 
three parts of z, wreath ? 
Nobody but ydurfelf could ever be fuppoled 
to comprehend fuch a fcrawl as this; and 
yet I dare h^^ you will conipr^hchd my 
ihcaning, and then throw it into the fire, laS 
I requeft* If after thefe hints you will alloW 
the niotto*s, as well as the infcription, to be all 
in the front (the Urn Being plain) I thihk 
the whole Will be fixed: but here you will 
have the trdubte to draw the wreath and horn 
afrefh. But I do not afk pardon for giving 
it you, as it is riot meant to aflift me in 
adorning my farm, but in paying due honours 
tb oilr deceafed fi*iend \ who is as much la* 
mcntcd by you as by myfelf. 

You will receive this on New-year's-day I 

fuppofe: may it be propitious to you ! and 

N fQ 
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ft) may eycry fiiqcccding year! This, wift^ 
is unlimited; fo is my eftecm a^id fricndfhip 
for you. Need I add thajt I an) 

Xqw obliged: hmnblejfcry.^pt,. 

H* LUJXBOHOVGH ?! 

./ Pray either cqttK md forpjri^e ; m?, . or ^f(^ 
l^t me^ know when yoii wjlliOo^ne, l?y^ t^ie^firi^ 
opportunity .-^I. fi^^t tq nj^ntiQn, .tj^fi. q^ 
Jntended fituatioA for the ura^ wiU. o^% i)iQ^ 
any qrnamcnt oi^- infcriptipiH^ ^^^Pf^ fwb,. a& 
are in front; fo that th?y will.bOji^^kl^-^MWp^ 
as wp haye agreed the, urn Ihd^ be. pl^^ tj^ 
fc>yer ornaments. upon the.pedcf^aH^ thp bw^cf*. 
i^t J^ cannot fqrbear, thiriking, ^s.th^rq a» 
two plinths to. fu^port. the urn^^ bjefideas t^k^ 
pedcftal, the- whole propofcd fcjhem^q might; 
tf^ executed oa the on^ fide j that iS|r on. the 
front of thp pedcft;al.--T\Yh|^e: dP you get y4>ur 
t\kxck giltpapcir ?-. Minis is-t^anfpafienf. 

Nr. I. I think th^ fiAula fufpended ha^ sk 
good cffeft Jfangmg: to the wrsatb. N^ 2, 3^ arc. 
very proper, (efpecially that without thc.ljfre]) 
in cafe a circular wreath is adinit^. N*. 4^ 
The proportion to my eye is agrf^b^e/j ^; 
I dare fay it is to the juftncfs. of t^c^cpnph 
pofitc; order. N^. 5. The praporti^JSKb ^Jjf the 
Qorinthi;u]k pede^ do9^ not plejili^ me e§u^ 
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lyi but 1 arm (perhaps £af ^atrf 6f fkili) 
prejudiced againft that oYder. i*he' tntdHXiok 
I Hke much, and think it aft ofnirtient greaTfl^ 
m tafte -, but it will be difficult to\get tuot 
a thing executed, and more fo to prderve it 
ttom mofs, which would difguife the features'. 
Yet, had a btift been made of hirtSr, ^§ w^ 
prb^fed by Richai*dfon, I wouM have had thi 
tftedalKorf dbne fro6i it, and ha^e liked it 
fetter than, any thing elfe. N': 6. (this iS 
feht ta Wairwick) 1 think thij the pi^ettieft 
ftape' for the urn ; and tt ntoft refeniblei 
thofe little ones* the Duchefi of Somerfet turnecf 
ttt wood for me 5^ whi<!h llie eof^'ed from art 
antique^ xxtn brotrgftt her by the Countrfs of 
Pbihfret from Italy^. t fend on^ oT therii fof 
yoti to- lo6k 1XC4 N*. 7. This is undoubtedly 
the front view t prefer as to ornament; but 
do riot likt the feape of the urn for thi 
fcafonr yott give. N*. 8. Thi* Aiantlmg ii 
Vety wfett, (efpeciafiy that with ftoWerets) n* 
cafe it i^ necefiary to have a'rty thing oh tfiof(lf 
fidfes df the urn' that ate' not in ffoftt/^Queryjr 
t*Jliethe^ the wtta^h hk dndrtly ont of the 
feurel-pedelta^ and the lautel-fprig added ta 
the' filftula and ti&ia- (as in N^ 5^, of the firfi 
ir'awing/) might not be as Well ; Mt plac^ 
ibmfctliing higher on thfe urrt, and not fut 
N * pend«d j 
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pended; as there will be in this cafe (of t 
plain urn) no wreath to hang it to ?— I (hbuld 
like the whole to be as plain as poflTible: 
that is tohjy as far as is confiftent with ex- 
preiSng my friendfliip for Mr. Somervile, and 
his poetical genius; trophies of which mufl: 
undoubtedly be on one fide the urn : but all 
the reft would be as mere ornament to the 
work and to the place, which is in no fort 
my intention'. Neither would I have it expei|- 
five (for more reafons than barely that of fa- 
ying money) ; but I would exprefs with as 
much fimplicity as poffible my refpedt for 
his memory, without flattery or pomp ; and 
that it was my friendfliip only which made 
me raife this memorandum of him: fo that 
my firft thought of all was only to have had 
an altar, without any urn, and fomcthing wrote 
upon it equivalent to what you have put 
round the blazing altar you drew out in your 
letter, viz. Sacred to Friendjhip ; or to that ef- 
fe6t. 9ut as an urn will undoubtedly be 
handfome, I am, upon the whole, for having 
an exceeding plain one, in as juft fymmetry 
a^ poflible; and on one fide, only fome proper 
trophy to him, fuch as the tibia and fiftula 
only; and the laurel on the pedeft:al to in- 
clofe his name, &c.— The places you pro. 

pofe 
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pofe for the other mottoes on the plinths, are 
very proper; and nothing can be more pro* 
per than the His Saltern and the Poftquamy &c. 
iinlefs one could have found one in his own 
Works, which was fuitable, and good at the 
fanie time ; which I confefs I do not find in 
thofe I have fccn of his. Outing^s memory 
(which is a good one) had not recorded any : 
f<QV which reafon, when the thing was ^ken 
of^ he faid there muft be a Latin one; and 
defired nip to advife with you ; and men- 
tioned none himfelf, but His faltem accumukm 
4onis^ &c. and was for having an altar orna- 
mpntpd with flowers, &c. beiides the urn : but 
of ?U this he /poke to you before, without 
my knQwledge.r""So, as to my preient plain 
fcheme, agreeable to the fcwrm and method 
you feem toappipove, and to the motto's you 
chofe, I beg the favour you wttl draw one 
more, and it (hall be executed, provided you 
will further promife to come and dirc& where 
it ihali be placed ; that is^ qn ii^hicjiipor, 

<< Und^ ibe Oak'sf prc>tcaing Sliade:** 

(as himfelf exprefles it) : fay tjhe double oak 
fhall be his canopy ; unlc^ yavj cl^ge your 
opinion and mine. 
I forgot, to fay that I have a ft^ge ^flikc : 
N 3 » 
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19 JirflwkrrWj, acpjifh fit^^hh ^^ ^^ '^^ 
gctable that \ h^ye bithcrtp fcgo, for the han^ 
d}e of sny y?fe or urn; ^nd had rathjer haip 
ponc^ or At moft a fm^ round |i,ob on the 
top of the cover, fuch as you have given t^ 
$J**. j5 J whicbi a^ I mentioned bf fore, is fen? 
jto Warwick. 
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• § I R, ParrdJs, January 3 ift> i749-jg># 

IF cither of US regarded ccremopy, I ftopl4 
.wait till I had the pkaAire pf beting 
fjfftm you, before I troubled ypu ¥^ith rP- 
newing our icorrefpqndence 5 ^d thjgn I (fepijld 
endeavour to cxprefs hpw apych joy ywf 
company here had given ine, and hpw n>wh 
regret your ahftng^ had cauftd in^. R^t m 
I always fqppofe, . when the rays of friendfe^i 
appear^ cergRipny y^niflies, I talce it fox grant- 
rd, you y^ill ufe none pf it with me, nof 
pxpefl: any fpom me: It is but a >rapour.5TrThi5 
paint fettled, I muft tell ypu |hat I ba,v^ bfo^ 
piore than nine days (the common period) 
fonfined with a ^(My and, vpry b^ppi'y fp^ 



you, hkvt t)eeh unable to fet pen to paper* 
My firft aft and deed, wKicK is writing to 
you how, 'Ihews how rhaiiy *fuch you Have 
elcaped : ancl ftill greater would you tliink 
your efeape, if you V^^ew how very ftupid tay 
illnefs made me, 

Not the felf-flattery of J— ^ G— — t— , • 
junior, Efq. in his Preface to the Life of 
Socrates, nor liis fmart fcourges of great nien 
in his Notes, have awakened me enough to 
read all his book; but I will do it foon, as 
your very jiift remarks in the margin carry 
nie agreeably through the road which thi;^ 
young Biographer leems to have fown with 
nettles : but as he raiies himfelf upon that 
bank, I wifli they do not fting him when they 
come to maturity. ' 

I fend you a letter of the Duchefs of So* 
riierfet's ; whicfe t defire you will return as 
f6bn as you have read it: for till then I can* 
ridt anfwcf it— That (he ihould agree in 
liking all you Write^^l do not wonder; but 
am not a little proiid of having chofe out a 
J>oem of yours to fend her, wTiich pleales both ' 
Her Grjacfe and her chaplain, f'or though it 
would ftand the teft of all the Duchefles and 
their chaplains! in England^ yet that ffrjf Duchefs 
N4 ' judges 
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judges as myfclf, raifes my vanity^ and ia- 
creafes my plcafure. 

You left yourfclf in fafc hands, when you 
intmfted me with feveraj things of your writ- 
ing: for all thofe you called incorreft, or 
did not commiffion me to fhew^ I riever did ; 
though, accori^ing to my own opinion, I might 
have done it without offence to your Mufe ; 
but it would have been an offence to you ; 
and friendfhip is with me facre^. 

This is wrote on the paper you w^ fo kind 
to give me ; but with the worft'of pens. Take 
pity of me; and let Aris at Birmingham know 
fhat you defire, if I fend to him for any 
thipg in his way, you would have him ferve 
me as he does you. I fhall reap the benefit 
of this, and you will have fome of the glean; 

ifigs. ' ' " 

I had almofl: forgot to tell you, that my 
ftrid obedience to your commands has nearly, 
incurred difpleafure from Mr, Outing; to 
whom r vyrote upon bufinefs (^and was obliged 
to fend to 5omerviles- Afton ' on purpofe) ; anc^ 
in n)y letter faid you would have gone there 
frorr) hence, but that myfelf and my fervant;$ 
had told you they believed the houfe was 
filled' with' friend's of Mr. Reynalds's from. 
Montgomery V and that hearing 'Ke was gone 
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to Sir Robert C6cks*s» you judged it might be 
%o make room : To which he anfwers, " Hc 13 
f* forry you was hindered from going. Tha^ 
?* under that toJppatU_ T^jf f h#rs ^ould havg 
** been room for you : and that it was not 
?* want of room there which fent him to 
" Sir Robert Cocks's, *— I repeat, as near as 
I can remember, his words; and am foriy 
if any perfon here faid any thing to deter* 
mine you contrary to your intentions. I ihould« 
add, that he fays he hopes to make all up^ 
with you by ktter, as I hope ho will \ and 
tells me he will be in London at his old 
lodging in Charles-court, the end of this 
week. 

It is more than time to releale you; and i( 
^ill be, Lh<^e, unneceffary to add, that I a^ 

Your faithfuland obliged 

H. LuxboroughJ 

I fcratcfced out the compliments I injppo-. 
gerly placed on the other fide the paper tq 
your Brother, ^nd Mr. and Mrs. Dolman ; but 
mean them very fnicerely, not as cgoiplimepts 
barely, but ftedfaft wifhe?, 

Haye you not a relation y^ho Is printing, a 
bppk concerning Prayer (hi$ name I think W 
' ' / ' ' " PcarfaU)^? 



V 
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Pearfoll) f I Imwc -fabfcrtbed to it by Mr. 
Hail's defire. 



L E T T E R XLIV, 

'S I R, Barrells» Valenune's-day^ 1749-SO. 

EVERY day brings us ftroftg and fydh 
proofs of the folly of being folititoito 
mfttr grandei^, riches^ power^ ^r indrad after 
ajoy Qther earthly bleffing \ which is fnatched 
from i|i3 as fooo as pofleiTed.— You gueis diat 
the death of the Duke of Somerfct caufes 
roy prefeat refledion ; which millions of thii^ 
might daily oblige one to make^ ahd ftiU 
give greater caufe for. The death of a man 
of fixty-fix, who has. been tormented many 
years with the gout, cannot be deemed an 
uncommon or unexpected event: and yet I 
om&fs it furprized me when I rtt«i?ed the 
news, near as much as when I rec^iip^ ^M 
of the death of his Son^ Lord fieauchahip. 
The eftoem I had for His Grate, and the 
friendlhip I have, and have long had, for his 
Duchels, could Mt ht me hear df his death 
withom fbeddiftg tears ef r^ret : tiitd the ac- 
. *» . count 
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jaauAt (he gives in^ of the eftabli/hment of 

inis health m her letter of the 21ft ult. caufqi 

fay being fo much fyrprized at its happening 

thys fuddenly. And as every trifling circum* 

^ance increafes the perturbation of thouglui; 

upon fuch occafions -, fo did my happening to 

be fearing up a letter of congratulation and 

direfting it to Lady Betty Sonthfott upon tjic 

birth of a fon, juft as the poft-letten and 

news-papers were brought in, ^hich I chaoceil 

tQ QsJJt my eye upon, and immedtatdy law 

the article^ which rather demanded condolence^ 

than congratulation from fne 4 smi would have 

made my letter very unwelcome, and thfi. 

more improper as ihe Ijes^-in^ and that pa(^ 

fibly Sir Hiigh (now Earl of Northumberland) 

might not have choie Ihe ihould receive any» 

Jcfl: they might move her paflions in hcr^ 

prefent circumftances. T]mfmsirpas however 1 

efcaped, and threw my letter in the fine,^ with* 

one I had intended for the Duchefs ; wherein 

I promifed to lend her the Ode you konomed 

me with after your illnefs } and intit)du<:edi 

your intention of getting acquainted with Mrt 

l.indfey the Duke's chaplain ^ which I «- 

prefled in fuch a maiincr, a3 to makf her un* 

d^and that you meant k as a ilep toward*^ 

9% intfQdBftion to Her Gxut : »W whtt awJa 

it 
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k now ? *' Vhonme propofe et Bieu difpofc^ as 
nht French iProvcrb fays. 

Outing got to Town on Monday fevcnnighr, 
ia thunder, lightning, and in rain» and was 
frilconfjcd by sn carthc^uakc the Thurfdajr 
after. 

"* The eldeft ^ifs Meredith is to be marri- 
eel, the 2^ inftant, to Mr. Banks of Win- 
ftanley in Lancalbire, her relation, (a fecond- 
cf>ufi«i to the Duke of Sonicriet) whofe cftate 
k 2^300 A per annum : but, far above all, is a 
nan of ftsidt honour, benevolence, and good 
ftatwe, and hofpi^able to the greateft degree; 
§xA his prQpofals to her, generous to as great 
%mat. Had it not been for this event, Mr. 
Meredith would be now here : h<? is with her 
i^that coimtry;. the r^fl: of th^ family are at 
|:4ondof)« I had a letter fron% him upon the 
QCcafioB, which ihews his joy ; and \ will im* 
jpart it to you when I fee you and the rofes 
appear together in my Shrubbery ; for you 
know xhiff^ take it ill you have never yet 
«fited thejji. The humble violet would be. 
UrtU more glad to receive you^ but fcarcely 
dares propofe it. 

I arti almoft angry at Lord Stamford for vi- 
fiting your Walks kt fuch an unfeafonable time ; 
if wa$ quite wrong-headed ; but I hope he and 

his 
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Kls L^df will fee them in fummer. D# thef 
Jive near 70U ? I wilh I could meet her there. 
She is z woman of excellent fenfe^ and a greae 
^doiirer of the beauties of nature; which fys 
will fee to the beft advantage in your envi- 
rons. — i agree with you as to the wmath rou»d 
the French-Horn ; and have befpoke it. 

You are fo far from being ceitforious, « 

to Mr. Miller's place, that your ^fcription 

gives me an infinitely more advantageous idea 

of ii;, than any I had conceived befot'e from 

what others had faid to me of it,. Uindoubt- 

edly advantages might be taken from the 

view he has on the ipot where Edgehill 

jbattle was fought ; but the memorandums 

raifed there muft proceed from a genius fome- 

thing more fublime than that which feems 

. pierely turned to Gothic architefture. Many 

a man can fketch out a bow-window or heavfr 

caftle, who is unacquainted with the beautiei 

of a genteel urn : but many more people 

could do the one and the other more cafily 

than dedicate it properly, and imprefs fuch 

ideas as the hiftory and the place might fug- 

gcft to thofe of a more refined though lefs 

mechanical genius tJian I conceive him to be 

of. You could eafily affift him, if you thought 

it worth your while to give your advice ; 

yec 



/i 
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fet btware of advifing him to remove t€i 
mains of monuments, or ev^n a fingle flone 
from t&e church-yard. The parfon^ would 
c^ it iacrilege, and cut up his woods as thef 
did yours J pcrfiaps pull down his Idffy toweffV 
and you ^tnould trepan him into this. 

I have ended four fides before I -was a^afit 
Mf ie^ but you will know it too weH : and 
now I nraft add^ that I do not yet know what 
to fay about the infcription to the urn, Mr. 
Allen is vaftly againft its being in Englilh; 
and I am alfo inclinable to give that up, unlefs k 
might be allowable to kt the prde be ih^ and 
the motto Latin, as a quotation : but accord^- 
feg to your letter, I find it is againft rule, if 
rules there be in Urnary.^^l liked your firfl 
thcnight 5 and the motto you pitch upon, vm 
Poftjuams Sec. and have no fault to find witft 
Jl now, but that it gives an idea of Mr. So^ 
mcrvile, merely as a poet. Is it impoffible 
to put the intended Englifli infcription, or at 
feaft >^at is adequate to it, into Latin withm ' 
the wreath, retaining alfo the abovementioned 
motto? I am- fure you could do it wellv 
and verily believe you would be glad to do 
kfor the fake of your deceafed Friend, and of 

Your faithful living one„ 

H. LvXBORQCCH#' 
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T;eil\ ine whether Mr. Am g^ts your; Paper 
fyt. yAUv and if he ha^ gopd pfins,— Laft Fr idaji 
^r^ Hfijl^' lay. here, and beg^d hist Qoippiir. 
rnenta^ tQ yqu. He had ^en above, throa 
weeks tfl>ggthflc at Hgrbqrpugh.. 



•^^^ 
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BcX tjic^ lAclofcd^ you^ win. find the Urn i* 
* jSnifhed ; and I am to fix a dxfiht£ead» 
i^ my^tr^a foir: it. The 'mknpdon. being 
undeetr0iioed» flops i&e: ibrl think it would' 
hi^litttJouD done atWaiwick than. it can be by^ 
the fools at Henley; and; I would order ic f(v 
^. toi ^Te/them only. Me day^to write it^ and 
fend for it the raxt.— By my laft letter to yo% 
I m^ntionftd tfc^:i^rf;€riptlocL•s bjiing^in Latin; 
ttid hoped you would think of fomething 
whtchs Height tFanfmit to polterity an idea of 
Mr. Somcrvile in his private chara6ter, as 
welhas you have fhewn his capacity as a poet, 
by thp Latin motto you propofed, and by the 
emblematical ornament on the pedeftal, as 
Audior of the Cbace^ and as a lover of hunt- 
ing. 

I hoped 
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1 hoped to have heard from you laft Thiirli 
day when the farmers returned from Birming- 
ham; but had not that pleafure. I Wiih yoii 
could be here at l|p ereding this faid Urn. If 
will not however be long (at leaft fb I , hope) 
cfe you pour libations over it to thtf memory 
of our deceafed friend.*— The violets ire ah 
molt faded> the fyringa is ready to blow» the 
irooks build their nefts, and every thing Ipeab 
approaching fpring, except the more than com- 
ttidA Vnnd^; WhiiJh dre infufipoftable tb niy 
ears, and deftruftive to many tilings df mord 
coniequence« 

Sir Peter Soame, Mr Allen, and Mti HalU 
pai&d a few days with me laft week, and de« 
iired their compliments to you. All of them 
have left me to folitude. 

If you write an anfwer to this very fooni 
you will oblige 

Your fincere and faithful fcrvant, 

H. LuXBOROUGfli 



Letter 
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LETTER XLVL 

, S I R» B«rrell8> March 141119 174^504 

NOT having fecn Mr.. Allen fincc I re- 
ceived yours, I defer an anfwer to the 
queiy about the infcription. I am not a pro« 
per perfon to decide; but am inclinable to 
the alteration you mention, as it will take 
away the objeftion to the two motto's pro- 
pofed coming together,— The urn was creeled 
tnis mornings and now makes a good figure 
under its canopy of oak. If the weather 
continues dry^ it will be fit to be painted 
in a fortnight: and the^man who fet it up 
will come at the fame/time to infcribe it. 
The letters are to be carvtd in the ftone, and 
then blacked. CoUinsi who:,;nade it, does all 
Lord Brook's and Mr. Wile's work ; and his 
foreman appears to be a good workman. The 
French-horn, wreathed with laurel, was done 
by the beft ftone-carver in Warwick. All 
this is good.— Now for the bad. Firft of all, 
the fhaft is not all in one piece. I afked the 
man the reafon, and he protefts he could not 
get a ftone of that fize in Warwick : that he 
tried ^very quarry, and went purpofely to the 
principal one j but in vain. So there are two 
pieces of five inches each, one above, the other 
O below 
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below the wreath, which hangs on a hoop not 
fufpended by a riband. The next misfortune 
is owing to a mercenary, ill-natured rafcal, 
who is a weekly carrier froni Henley to War- 
wick •, by whom I fent a letter laft Saturday 
to Mr. Hands, to fay that I would fend my 
tc;am for the vafc and pedeftal on Monday: 
but, if Mr. Collins did not choofe that 
day, defired he would. name another. Mr. 
Hands was not at home; but his people fent 
the fellow to Mr. Collins, who told him by 
word of mouth, that the team muft not come 
till Wednefday ; for the things could not be 
lent fafely before: which meffage the rafcal 
never brought, nor ever mentioned to my 
fervants, though he faw four of them on Sun- 
day at Henley, and Ipoke to two of them. If 
it had been wrote down, he wbuld have brought 
it, and demanded Three- pence at leaft for it ; 
but as it was verbal, he did not think it worth 
delivering. So when the team got to War- 
wick on Monday, Mr. Hands fwore ; Mr. 
Collins fretted : both faid the urn would be 
damaged ; for they had belpoke cafes of deal 
for . every diftinft part, and but ' one cafe 
was made •, yet to fend the waggon back 
empty they did not dare : To, in fhort, they 
packed it all up as carefully as they could. 

But 



f 
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Slit the roads being very rough and bad, 
they with difficulty got home by One in 
the morning ; . the hio\iith of the French- 
horn ftruck off, and t^o ftones broke off the ^ 
Wer plinth, and a fmall notch on the urn, 
and one on the cap of it, but trifling. The 
foreman and another man came in the morn- 
ing and mended the two ftones very well (as I 
had fomc of the fame ftone in the rough) j and 
have put the mouth of the French*horn on 
again (for luckily it was not loft)} and they 
fay it is as ftrong zt ever, and the paint wilt 
hide entirely the piecing^ 

I was very well entertained on Sunday even* 
ing, and oh Monday tiU Five in the evening, 
with Mr. Smithes company. He brought mc 
the Prints I had fubfcribed to. I alfo fub- 
fcribed to four, which he intends to put out 5 
and I bought of him four others, and alio 
the eight Derbylhire Views j and he gave 
me one of Chatfworth ^ and would have given 
ftie a whole fett^ if I would have accepted -it. 
Mn Hall faw him here, and has fubfcribed 
to his new fett. He promifcs me the little 
book with Virgil's Grove, at the time he deli- 
vers the others. — ^Vi/'ould but the Green Book, 
come too, I fliould be completely happy !— We 
talked much of you. He^is charmed with 
O 2 your 
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your tafte, and with the Leafowes ; .and would 
be more charmed with you, if you would 
have ihewn him any of your writings : but he 
fays you uled him ill in that point ; for he has 
leen only what is in print. He got up at 
Seven, and walked all over this {4ace^ and 
again with me, when I arofe. He commends it 
moie than I think it deferves. He agrees with 
you entirely in admiring the amphitheatre of 
wooded hiUs that we fee from the windows^ 
and the fituation of the Hermitage ^ which he 
thinks preferable to any in England. He la^ 
ments my want of water i but thinks I might 
find fprings (as indeed moft people do). He 
liked the fhell-ums, and the fituation fbr the 
new one ^ as alio the aipeft of the kitchen^ 
garden^^and the pond and oak-tree ; and agrees 
td moving the pales^ fo as to guide one to 
^ Shrubbery. The gloominefs of the night 
fltewed the Long Walk to advantage, with 
the moon juft feen through the trees on Sun- 
day, when he tame by my coach*fide from 
Henley -, and he was delighted with the Go- 
^ic arch, they form : but he is againft plants 
ing the Service- Walk bank with flowers, or 
doing any thing to it ; thinking ita. roughneiV 
if a good contraft to divide the Sihrubbery 
from the Coppice^ which is alfo a kind of 
7 Ihrubbcry. 
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flmibbery. He is alfo againft my painting 
the niche where Venus is : for he fays Ihe is 
fuppofed to have been bathing, and to crouch 
herfelf in that manner, upon the ^proach 
of fomebody, by way of hiding herfelf: and^ 
he would have the niche adorned with mofs, 
&c. lik^fome bathing place in a remote cor- 
ner; and (he fays) fomc bits of looking-glafi 
among it to refleft what is to be feen, and 
alfo to give a watery look at a diftance, will 
have a good cfFedt from the Hall-door. He 
is much for the pediment ; to which my otdy 
objeftion is the price. He is much pleafed 
with the place where you have fet your urn ; . 
but thinks, as you do, that it looks too fmail 
from where it is moft feen.— I have begun the 
Ha! Ha! acrofs the Service Walk; and the 
urn is feen from every place. Shrubbery, Ter- 
race, Bowling-green, Long Walk, and the End 
of the Kitchen-garden; which is to be ta« 
ken in. 

I fend you half the jeffamine-water I have 
left ; and will write to afk Mrs. Wymondefold, 
if it is to be bought at London.^ 

I inclofe Mr. Meredith's two laft letters. I 

hope you will meet him here; and that we 

.fliall |iour libations together over Mr. So- 

mcrvile's urn. But will you not come bc- 

O 3 fides, 
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fides, for a day or two, to fee the infcription 
wrote ? It w>uld be very fatisfadtory, as well 
as pleafing to. Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

Pray {Jbnd.me Lord Lovat*s Trial, and I will- 
fend you back Socrates's Life. 

Whether you intended it or no, my curio- 
fity is excited, ^nd I muft fcq the Ode to our 
Duchefs ; and hope it will not be improper to 
fhew it her ere long, 



LETTER XLVIL 

S I R« Barrellsy April 25^1, 17^0* 

TH A T the interruption to our corrc- 
fpondence fliould happen on my fide, 
I blqfh at, though 1 well know it was qot my 
fault. I wifh you could know it as well ; for 
you could not then blame me. But if you. 
are inclined to blame me, pray confidcr that 
I have been fuiHciently pqnifhed already, by. 
being deprived of your letters, which I greatly 
cftecm. I muft have been my own enemy, 

had 
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had I deprived myfelf of them willingly. The 
truth is, that when your laft letter came, I had 
company, who ftaid . a week (Sir Peter Soame, 
the Conful of Oftend, and Mr. Allen) ; and 
you know I have nobody to affift me in doing 
the honours of my houfe. At that junfture 
of time I received the news of Lady Boling- 
broke's death ; of my Brother's vaft. affliftion 
for her, and of his own indifpofition : All which 
obliged me to fend a fervant exprefs to Lon- 
don, and to offer to go myfelf; which if my 
brother, had accepted, I would have fet out 
immediately : fo that I had the journey in fomc 
meafure to prepare for, and a great many let- 
ter? to wrice by the meflcngcr 1 fent ; fince 
whofe return an accident happened among my 
dom^ftics, which fhocked me, and caufed me 
a good deal of trouble and thought. Diabo- 
lical weather, added to all this, lowered my 
fpirits yet more, and folitude contributed to 
my dul'nefs. Judge then. Sir, whether I was 
fit to write to you ; I, who in my brighteft 
moments am unequal to the tafk. 

I fee with plefif\ire the advanceinent of 

Spring; but thoiigh it3 progrefs has been 

quick, there are few flowers, except the lilac : 

the woodbine begins, to lhe\y itfclf, and the 

Q 4 fweet- 
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fwcct-briar is fragrant : but I fear there 
is not quite liability enough in the wea- 
ther, nor variety enough in. the Shrubbery 
to invite you as yet ; but there will be ere 
long. The Coppice has the advantage at prc- 
fcnt ; for Nature has embroidered it thick with 
all kinds of wild flowers. The Hermitage looks 
ijuinous, the roof being pulled to pieces, in or- 
der to have it thatched ; without which I Ihall 
never keep the wet out : but it fliall be covered 
Ipeedily. I have not yet had time to fill up 
the Walk, which you know I had ungravelled ; 
nor to ungravcl the middle one, as you advifed : 
but it ftiall be done. As to the urn, I told 
you it was ercfted : if dry weather continues, 
I will have it painted next week. As the motto 
Mr. Allen chofe, and that you had chofe, can* 
not, in your opinion, be on each fide the fame 
plinth i and as neither of them fingly take in 
both the moral and the poetical charafter of 
Mr. Somervile, nor my friendfhip, I fearched 
Francis's Horace, witba view to find one only, 
that Ihould exprefs in fome meafure th^ whole ; 
and Mr. John Reynalds happening to come in, 
looked over it with me, and we both hit upon - 
0, fliort one, which to my thinking anfwers the 
intent, and will not oblige me to write any 

other 
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Qtkfr on the fides. As the forepart of the 
ped^^l only is adorned with carving, I thinl;. 
it is beft to have no writii^ but on t^e froi^. 
The motto is 

** D^bitft Tparges lacrymi ftviUam 
Vads imv^'' 

This \ipon the plinth; and under it, on the 
pedeftal, over the wreath, Mr. SoMERvaE*i5 name 

Tj r 

^^ in Latin, and p and at bottom, the data 

(not of this year, but) of the year he died, be? 
caufe of the word Favillamr^l do npt ima- 
gine Author of the Cbact can be put agree* 
ably into Latin ; and I confefs it appears to me 
that the emblematical kom wreathed tvith laurel 
will fufEce to put all whp knew him in mind 
of that poetical performance, which is fp i^ll 
known, without any explanation by words,— ^ 
I fhall be glad if you happen to think as 
I do. 
' I am fenfible of the merit of the fallow-tree i 
I I but muft not aim at having any in the places 
where I wilh them, for want of water. My 
ftifF foil cap never do.— I am forry your Grove 
will not be wdl pidured by Smith: Had I 
known it, I Ihould haye been fo angry, that I 
Ihould.have abated of my generofity to him.— 
' There 
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There is no ^cecping the |)Cople out of the 
Service Walk : they come through the neigh- 
bouring Cx)ppice into the Lane, and from thence 
over my hedge that is on the bank, which they 
have broloe down in forty places, and fo into 
the Service Walk, and away for Henley, &c. 

Seeing jthe green Jeaves do^s nqt revive m? 
more than the hopes you give me of feeing 
the Green Book: but as I am infatiable in 
my defires of feeing your performances in all the 
Sifter Arts, I fhall not without regret give up 
the illuminated DecoratioAs you IhewecJ m? a 
fpecimen of. — -I do not think the poetical profe 
(which is the ftyle of Fenelon*s Telcmachu§) 
is at all the common ftyle of t^rench novels •, 
which is, for the moft part, very good ; cip^ 
cially Mariveaux^Sy Crebithn'Sj and others. 

A hew comedy is afted at Paris, which I 
fend you to read, ^s it is r\pt in verfe, and as 
it ridicules juftly an Ignorant Pedant ; which 
I dare fsiy yoy think (as I do) d^fervcs the 
higheft ridicule-, as indeed every thing does 
that afFefts to be what it is not, and hypocriti- ' 
cally endeavours to impofe upon the world, 
as Tartuffe in Moliere's Plays ; and many other 
charaftcrs that are falfely affumed and well 
fatirized by the French Comedy-writers.— rl 
return your Life of Socrates 5 which 1 am told 

'Squirq 



LETTERS. 203 

*5qnire C r has taken out of the Lives of 
the Philofophers, though he detefts a pli^iary. 

Pray return good for evil, and write foon.-^ 
I y(i\\ let you know when I know it myfelf, 
when Mr. Meredith will be here.— Now, Sir, 
(as the Irilh gentleman wrote word to his fon) 
pray take care you do not break this feal in 
opening my letter. 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 



LETTER XLVm. 

S I R9 Simday, tjth, 1750. 

IMAGINE you receive this from the Ely- 
fian Shades, where it is next to a miracle 
but I had been, inftead of writing to you 
from my parlour •, which aft is contrary to the 
rules of chirurgery, and is full as much as I 
can execute in this fcrawling faihion. But I 
was refolved to attempt for the firft time what 
moft people would have been unable to per- 
form in fix months : whereas it will not be a 
fortnight till to-morrow morning, finte I bad. 
a fall in my chamber, in getting out of bed : 
which, by the circumftances of it, muft have 

proved 
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ffovtd fat^l, had I not h^m refcrvtd by Fate 
for femit other cn4, .i«Weh I am as yet a ftran, 
gw to. The goo4nef$ of my conftifution pre- 
vented any humour fallii^ to the part3 affcftcd, 
2ind I had very little fever. Young Mr. 
Holyeak the Surgeon has preceded in fi) 
fkilful, and yet fo precipitate a manner, that my 
plaifters are already reduced frona eight or 
nine iff two only: one over my eye, which 
will perhaps be fcarred, and one juft above 
my knee, where ibe lofs of fubftance (as they 
call it) makes it longer in guring; New fi^ 
muft grow there, and new Jkin on my face : 
but he h^ treated me m the French way, and 
ufed no lenitives, nor kept my eye bound up 
loBgsf than till it could open. I have been 
.tradable and in fpirits ; and am now allowed 
to go once tn the middle of the day to the 
Hermitage -, lirhcre I hope to receive you about 
Afiptfion Week : for I fear feveral of the flower- 
ing-flirubs wiU be gone off if you defer it 
longer, and \ long to have you fee it in full 
bloom. 

OThe oaks are quite green herej and the 
tffn is painted, and the motto and whole 
ipfcription were carved the day tefore I 
received your letter (which did not come 
till Fr«i*)5, though it waa wrote on Sun- 
day) i 
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11 dxy)\ and I did not know how to detain 

y the ftone-carver, who came purpofely from 
Warwick* — I have Hot feen Mf* Allen or 
Mr. Hall to fhew your motto's to •, but will 

j dor fo the firft opportunity. In the mean uihe, 
let me beg you to make uie of thi firft (ifiean* 
tag your own Englifh one), which I am 
charmed with ; and think I can anfwer that our 
friend Mr. Somervile will be fo, if any Intel* 

^ ligent fpirit is allowed to advife him of it«-^ 
Adieu. My eye can no more. You have a 
friejid more than yoo was like td have a f6n^ 
fiight ^ ; and whom you will tver find 

Faithfully yours, 

H. LirxBdRouGH. 

Why don't I underftand the beauties of 
Latin ? or why have I not fomebody to point 
them to me ? 1 guefs at the fenfe of one 
of your motto'Sj which feems to exprfefs what 
I dare fay you feel i and is a kind compliment 
to him, beginnings Non tarn illius fama'^'''^'B\\t 
I am as impertinent to ofier to ipeak, as a 
parrot would be that had hot been uught. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

S I R-» Btntlls^ Jane 8di» at Night, 17J0: 

THIS lettet; goes by fomc colliers belong- 
ing to Halefowen, who pretend to be 
well acquainted with the Leafowes. I hope 
it will reach you ; which I much feat* my laft 
did not, as I wrote it near three weeks ago, td 
acquaint you of a very terrible fall which I 
had had ; and to defire your company here thd 
Jfcettfim JVeek^ left the bloflbms of the Shrub-s 
bery Ihould be gone if you deferred your vifit : 
fince which tinid I have daily expefted youj 
and the flowers have haftened more than ufual 
to dilplay their beauties, which ire confe- 
quently nearer decay : fo that I hope you will 
not. poftpone the vifit you prdmifed to my* 
garden, till it is ftripped of its ornaments. 
As to your vifit to me, it h agreeable in tvtrf 
icafon j and I remember with gratitude, that 
you have given me yoUf cbmpanyi when every 
body lefs friendly was afraid to peep out of 
their door.— I would have returned you the 
infcriptions diredtly after my letter, had I not 
iuppofed you would be here before they could 
9 get 
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get to you. I 'never have feen Mr. Allen but 
once fince I received them, and that in a hurry, 
Mr. Hall I have feen twice, and ite explained 
moft of them in Englilh, and feemed to like 
them well; but was both times in a hurry 
alfo : fo that I could not poflibly form, ffX)ti 
their tranflatiori, a judgment which of the La^ 
tin ones I fhould prefer; neither am I capa- 
Ue of it otherwife ; but am almoft fure I (hall 
approve that which you fix upon. This h 
owing to my vanity I confefs, which makes 
me believe that my judgment will tally with 
yours : for if it did not, my fincerity would 
force me to own it, as it obliges} me now to 
afiUre you, that I am. Sir, 

Tour moft faithful 

and obliged humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

I lent you the impreflions of the two feals 
in my laft. 
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.8IR> Bimllsi Jalie jofhy r7fo# 

HAD I not fexpeftcd your fcfvanfc to comfe 
for thi gecfc, I fiiotild have wrote hf 
die ufual conveyance, td thaiik yoU for your 
laft agreeable and kind vifit« I ani glad yoU 
Itkcd the road by which you retunied home. 
I( is in part the faftie as Outii^ and I went once 
to the Leafdwes : but if a vehicle (that is not 
fbr the ws^gorl track) could go all the way 
you rode, it would bring us much nearer to^ 
gether than we are : however, jrour kind invi« 
tation to me to ftay three or four days with 
you obviates all objedions concerning length of 
way : therefbrei fince jrou ifrill be troubled with 
my company, yoti may depend upon it in July ^ 
and as early as I poffibly can in that month. 
I dare not name a day yet, for fear of difs^- 
pointment, efpecially as my hay-making is 
not begun ; but I could wiih to go about the 
17th.— As you are building and altering, the 
accommodation may not be in the order you 
would wiih it ; but you may depend upon my 
being exceeding well pleafed with it : cere- 
mony is no more my tafte than it is yours, i 

am 
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ArA glad the Duchcfe and her train behaved 
without any fliew of it, when they vifited you 
and your environs; with which I make no 
doubt but they were pleafed. I love Colonel 
Lyttelton for wanting to give you their fliell-' 
urn, which would have a good effed On many 
fpots of the Leafowes ; and is I think very ill 
placed in their garden. I hope Mifs Lyt- 
telton will get you ^he fmall ftatue and the 
old Abbey-windows ; which Abbey (with 
your permiffion) I intend to vifit ; as alfo Lord 
Dudley's Green-Houfe. 

Mr. Hall came here Yefierday, and is this 
moment returned to Harborough ; but left his 
compliments to you in charge with me; and 
•fays he will not fail to vifit you fome afternoon : 
but I believe his vifit will fcarcely be confined 
to fo flibrt a fpace of time.— Nanny is highly 
pleafed that (he is to go with, hie to the Lea- 
fowes : perhaps Mr. Hall may meet me there ; 
and that will be all my train the firft vifit. As 
to the fecond, Mr. and Mrs. WymondefoW 
will I hope be here, and Mrs. Davies, who is 
to fpend the fummcr in the country with. them. 
C<rfoncl Hildefley (a relation of mine) talks 
alfo of coining. If you let us go to the 
Leafowes, I propofe lying at Birmingham, 
that we sftay ftay the later with you.-^You fcic 
P how 
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how rdady I am to acc^^t of invitations wludi 
.promiie me fo much pleafore as that of your 
company in your beaistiful Walks : fo that 
you would do well to^ be cautious bow you 
lay fuch temptations in mj way, left I AouM 
caufe you to repent, by troubling you too 
, often.-— i hope the Bifhop and the Baronet 
will treat the ParTon as his ufage in regard to 
you dcfcrvcs. 

I thank you fincorely for your advite with 

refpeft to my improvements here^ and am fen- 

fible all the things you mention are wanting^ 

1 had already mentioned to a 'carpeinter^my m- 

tention of having ibme .garden-ikreens mader» 

which wiU be deferred no longer than till the 

^n^ood is thought to be llrfHciendy fcafoned,-— 

'The day after you left me, I finifhcd the aporft- 

'ment of the urn, iill but turfing; that IbaU ^ 

•done when the Iky pleafes to pdur ^ofA 

ihowers to moiften the earth : but for that I 

^muft not pray till my hay is in. — ^ I . hayp 

turned the Path in the Coppice towards the 

Bank, where a feat is propofed above the Pit^ 

and have filled trp the place, where we dkl txum 

in before, with trees, and have put the white 

tbehch, which did Hand on the Bank, into the 

corner ; from whence one has a view of Skiltz; 

and the urn looks alio well from it I have 

alfp 



n\6> ifttde another opcnimg in the Long Walk, 
and am thinning the ^ranches of the tree^ 
diat kad to the Old Orchard ^ fo that I noir 
otifcover three little edifices, befides Oldborou^ 
Churchy through the trees. 

I return thanks for Swtft*s Worka, The 
i^rtility of his imagination cannot tir^. I ftnA 
you the Conqueft of Mexico, >n French i and 
think it entertaining. I ajfo fcad Voltaire'* 
Tn^ecfies, that you may read hisJlzin befi^e 
I fee you J and I will put Mn Somerriie'a 
Traniblion of it in my pocket, to read wkK 
you 9t the Leafowes.-^^your ftilc is alwaya 
pleafing to nfte^ whether you write at diSi^renli 
periods^ or otherwiib. I confer, tbia laft . ^<^y« 
which makes a little journal, is the more agree^ 
able, becaufe it imitates converfi^ipn^ and 
ma^es one fancy one's ielf upon the place, 
and in the company dcfcribed,^ — You CQuld^ 
aot, Sir» have faid any thing more flattering 
to me, than that there is a refemblance between 
wg imaginaim and yours* It would be too vaiq 
in me to own that I think fo 5 but I may. fay 
with truth, that there is a great fimilitude in 
our way of lifr^ and our folitary amufemcats i 
tnd that may alfo caufe a refemblance in our 
turn erf thought. Whenever mine tallies with 
yeurs, I (hall conclvd^ 1 am right, and be 
P 2 proud 
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proud of it. For example, I am as plealed 
as you are to have people of tafte lee my 
improvements here, and take a pleasure, in 
hearing them commended ; and am glad when 
Chance fends fuch perfons here : and my 
friendfhip for you makes me alfo glad to hear 
when they go to the Leafowes : but I fhould 
not like to have it a Ihcw for the Public in 
general^ as Lord Cobham's ; of which every 
body tircs.-^Your neighbourhood to Haglcy 
will often caufe you to have good company 
drop in at the Leafowes; andithdfe who have 
once feen it, will wiih to fee it often : nor do 
the beauties of Hs^ley in the lead obicure 
thofe of your place. Proceed, Sir, in your 
fchemes, which will difFufe pleafure around 
you, as well as give pleafunc to yourfelf. But 
I would not have you (nor would I myfelf, 
^ough we were ever fo rich) execute our 
fehemes all at once : for I think there is more 
joy in forming the plan and feeing it grow 
by degrees towards perfeftion, than there is 
in feeing it perfeft. 

I fepd you a Goofe^ a Gander, a Mallard, 
two Ducks, and a rumpled Egg-Shell. This 
rural tribute Barrells humbly pays to its Lord 
tbi Leafowes ; where by the c&re of good Mrs, 
Arnold the. fowl cannot fail to profper. — 
" . That 



L E T T E R 3, 213 

That you may do fo in ail your undertakings, 
is the ardent wi(h of^ Sir, 

Your much obliged fervant, 

H* LuXBOROUGH, 

I don't like the account you give of your 
health,: Prajr give m^ a better next wpck. 
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iS I Ry ftirreUs, Apgiift id, 17 i% 

THE bearer (Mr, Moore of Warwick, 
Plaifteitr) is going to Sir Thomas 
tyttelton's, for whom he has done a great 
I fleal gf (buccorwork ; and is to do more. H^ 
glfo did the infide of Lord Ar^rher's fummer^ 
boufe, and of mine, when he worked for 
Mr. Wright : but he i$ now (^ up for himfelf j 
and b*$ inendcd my ligurp of Milton fo well, 
(jthough It was broke in a thoufand pieces, and 
a hwd and firm loft) that I fhajl employ hin> 
fprthcr, As yptr will hayc ftugco-work 
p do probably, when you finilh your two 
fo^ns; I thought you might not dillike my 
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recommending him to you, cfpecially as kH 
working often fo near you as Hagley may bcr 
a convenienqr. He alfo works for Lord Broke^ 
Mr. Wife^ ^. and by (hat means has an op^ 
portunity of feeing variety of taftes. He h 
dellrous of feeing the Leafowes, and of o&ring 
you his iiervice: fo that I have wrote thi^ 
letter to oblige him; as alfo to defirp you 
will let him fee your white Buft of Popf ; for 
I have a mind to haye Lord Bplingbrokc> 
painted the fame. He is to ftucco the out-: 
fide of my fiumrilicr-houfe in March ^ in the 
inean time the mafon (hall >yhite-wafli it. One 
flcreen is made ^nd the ciftern is taken off the 
preen-houfe, 

Mr. Outing is ftill waiting in London !for 
Lord Lyxtorough, who was tp be there as 
|X)-day I and I wait here for Outing an<^ ^ 
lawyer; as alfo for Mrs, Wymondefoid and 
Mrs. t)avies, with whom I hope to fee the 
Leafowes.5r-Mr. Meredith has been hpre, anc| 
Mr. Smith, witl^ Price : as alfo Sir Peter Soame^ 
Parfon AH^Hf l^d Mr. HaU ; fo that my 
houfe was ftjlt. They all enquired after you. 
I had alfo Lord Archer one day, and Mr. 
Chambers and Mrs. Kendall another ; and an^ 
to have Mr, and Mrs. Chefter, and Mr.'Brom- 
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* ley, to-morrow : h^% the weather is a grea^ 
drawvback to the pleafore of company. 
I am at all feafons, with equal truth, Sir, 

» your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Pardon blots, for the n^an is in hafte. 



LETTER hll. 

SIR, Bairi«U«» Vlond^f, Asgoft ijth, 175Q. 

MR. Williams appears in my parlour very 
opportunely, as I wanted a conveyr 
ance for my anfwer to the letter you }aft fa-r 
Youred me with ; and He t^Hs me he intends 
waiting uppn you the end of this week. I 
fii&ilrfd him not to forg(st to look at yomr 
Buft of Pope i hoping he inay be able to paint 
mine of my Brother Bplingbroke after the fame 
}Danncr. I envy him the pleafurc he will hayc 
^t the Leafowes, whilft I am chained down 
Iwr^ in (hitherto fryitlefs) cxpedation of Mr, 
Outing and th« Lawyer Mr. Woolfe, whp is 
to QOQip with him : an4 when I ^xall be re- 
k^ic^ God pnly knows *, as Lord jLu^borough 
P4 » 
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is the capfc of the dielay.-r-I will giv« yoij 
previous notice when I find myfelf able to go 
to the Leafowjcs. 

I am ferry, for Mr. Moore's fakes that yoq 
was pre-engaged to another operator in ftucco; 
but hope, for yours, that he will do as well 
as Moore ; but do nop kiK)w Crofbie. 

I beg my compliments to iny Lord of Dud^ 
ley : and as to your Parfon, he cannot cxpofc 
himfcif more in his pulpit than he did out 
of it, when he tool^ advantage of your ab- 
fence to indulge his ill-natured difpofition by 
preventing you from executing* the pleat- 
ing fcheme your good tafte had fuggefted to 
you, and whjch would have heightened the 
beauties of your place. Had he one of his own 
that could vye with the fcenery of yours, it 
might have made envy an excufe (if it is an 
allowable one) for what he did, which, with- 
out it, is flieer malice as ^ver any of belVs own 
inhabitants was capable of. 

Mr. Williams carries my Hiftory of Bar- 
badoes to Aris to bind, and with it the fheet 
of writing-paper for a fample. 

I was ferry to fee Mr. Meredith's name 
ufed in the ftrange letter »the Cleirgyman 
wrote to one Mr. Webb, about the loth of 
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June; and for which the latter is taken up; 
but Mr. Meredith was not at the meeting. 

Mr. Williams waits j fo I muft ceafc 
writing when I have defired a favour of you 
in behalf of Mr. William Holyoak, Apothe- 
cary, iecond fon to Parfon Hblyoak, yihq 
with his wife, (whom I believe you have feen 
here) is. at Birmingham in lodgings, with an 
mtention of fetting up there. He fcrvcd h» 
time with Mr. Stephens (his father-in-law) at 
Worcefter ; but, upon fome difagreement about 
family affairs, choie to quit that toiyn, thou^ 
he was fet up there, and might have had verjr 
good bufinds.: Dq&ot Mackenzie has told 
me often that he does not know a better. apo« 
thecary any where than^ Mr. Holyoak; and 
Dr. Attwood recommends him greatly :?rr-and 
his family hope you will be fp good as to 
fpeak to Dr. Evats in his favour; which would 
much oblige them, as well as. Sir, 

Your faithful humble |crvant, 

H. LUXBOROTOH, 



LETTE|^ 



»»6 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 
i, the caufc of the delay.T-I will gi^c yoy 
previous potice when I find myfclf able to go 
to the Lcafowcs. ., T 

I am forry, for Mr. Moore's fake, that you^ 
was pre-engaged to another operator in ftucco j ^ 
but hope, for yours, that he wUl do as wcrU 
as Moore ; but do pot ki»ow Crofbie 

I beg my compliments to my Lord of Uud- 

lev . and as to your Parfon, he cannot cxpofe 

himVelf more in his pulpit than he did out 

of it, when he took advantage ^of your ab- 

fence to indulge his iU-natured d.lpofition hy 

preventing you from ^^f "^J"? /^^^ pI^* 
L fcheme your good tafte had fuggefed to 
vou and which would have heightened the 
Lautie. of your place. Had he one of bs own 
that could vye with the feenery of yours. M 
might have made envy an excufi (if it is an 

allowable one) for what he did, -h.ch ^U^' 

out it, is ftieer maHce as ?ver any of M/ J w» 

inhabitants was capable of. 

Mr. Williams carries my Hiftory of Bar- 

badoes to Aris to bind, and with it the fiieei 

of writing-paper for a fample. ' 

I was fonr to fee Mr. Meredith's na^e 

ufed in the ftrange letter the Clergyman 

wrote to one Mr. Webb, about the lOth oi 
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8 1 &» B4mU»9 Aiigttft jift, 1750, Fridnr* 

AS this letter is intended to fet out with 
a load of my wheat at Twelve o^ciock, 
I hopff ih^ diligent Mrs. Scudamore will find ie 
%t the Fofthoufc when'ihe calls for letters 
To^niorrow morning. It will carry you nei« 
dier ^reeablc news nor fprightly thoti^ts 
from me, as I am an invalid, though upon die 
mcovcry. I ihould at leaf^ have imparted my 
cocnplaints to you before, but that my ppk-^ 
riu flagged, and my hand faulteced as niuch 
$B you would have perceived my tongue to 
So, had you been here i and is not now very 
fte^dy, though much better fince Monday 
f vening \ whe^ I infifted upon being let blood 
in fpite of the advice of the Galenical *gen? 
tlemen, who feared it would dejcft my ^irits 
yet more : but as their advice was mechanical, 
I thought / Could advife better 5 b?caufe / 
felfy and they only fngg^fted. I proved in th<? 
right: breeding relieved me. The firft nine 
ounces were black as ink 5 the tenth was good 
bloody and no fooner had I begun to bleed, 
bwt I fc|t eafi^r, ancl havp be?p mending ever 

fince % 
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fioce^ and have been able to go once my 
ufual tour round my Coppice, &x. Before 
that operation, my ftvcr never intermitted ^ 
and I can fc^cely fay it remitted. The immi^ 
4iat€ caufe <^ it is fuppoi^d to proceed from 
the anguiiH I fe]t by the moft uncomoKm 
fting of a w^P) which perhaps you ever heard 
0f: k (lung a tendon on the outfide of my 
arm near the elbow, on the 17th im^ant^ cmi 
the iSth, it w^ fwelled to my fingers ends, 
and by night had infeded the blood fo, that 
the infide, at the bend of the arm (where lies a 
9ein, m artery and a tendbn) was inflamed io 
gneatly, that it obliged me to fend for my fat-* 
geon. H€^ alfe found the arm no lefs Jiard 
(though much Ids bcjfutiftjl) than that cf 
Vttm^ in her Shrine in my Walkv infomucli 
that he feared it would impofthumate, and ha^ 
prevented it only by hot fomentations, &c. &c, 
and crooiing phyfic j and It was kept in 4 
fling above a week. The fame day this mi!^ 
fortune happened, I buried my trufty feivant 
James, who fiad lived with me twenty-twp 
years j and was incorruptible . where my in^ 
tereft was concerned. He died the 15th. On 
jhe 1 6th, I received the news of poor Mr, 
Hairs having brol^e his arm, juft below the 
P^pgldcr, by a fall frpqi fit? jiorfe, in riding 
^ pnl^ 
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J90I7 two miles from Rugby to Sir E4war4 
Bou^ton's i where he ftill lies. And as (thank 
pod) I feel for my friends full as much as 
for myfelf, this did not raife my fpilits ; and 
ever fince all this^ I have been, and ftill am, 
perplexed. with yariows affairs, and accounts, 
which I would willingly fet to rights i but am 
plagued with impediments of pne.kind pr <?tbcr, 
(cfpecially from London), and caonpt cJq it 
with the fame readinefs as if my poor mm 
James was alive, as feveral things were under 
his diredion. One ought to have a fupep-r 
natural affiftanice to keep one's fpirits up fo as 
to unravel all th^fe accpunts, ^nd man^Q 
things properly at fuch a jynftuir j a^d 1 
look ypon my uncprhpion defir? of b(^mg 
blooded, as the whifper of foine good Genii^ 
jince it has fucceeded fo well^ I hope f^me of 
the fame benevolent beings (if fych there are) 
will waft you here, or me to the Leafowes, 
ere long, and |ct a calm fuccep4 to a ftorm, 
At pritfcnt I ajn alpnej ^nd muft be a far-» 
fnerefs tooj unknpwirjg ^s I am ^ ai^d ^m pntcf- 
tained (by letter) only ^^ith tl)9 r^pro^ches of 
foipe, who opght p commend me for the money 
I have lajd put here : In fpite of which I have 
purfiied your fcheme of joining my kitchen? 
garden %o my Coppice, by removing the palji. 

^ fad?: 
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fade, and making a drain and caufeway acrois 
the Walk ; which will be always dry.— I have 
had the pleafurc of feeing W[rs. Dewes three 
times lately; who is now at.MapleborougK- 
Green for change of air for her children.. It 
only ferves to make me regrei: her not continu- 
ing at that houfe of her hufband's ; for Wellf- 
bourn is almoft too far for a vifit. She is 
very agreeable in converfatipn, : and fliews all 
that, politenefs, delicacy^ foftnefs^ and grace, 
which one diftinguiflies in her uncle Lord 
t.anfdown*s Poems ; and which I have . fo 
often obferved in him, having been perfonally 
acquainted with . him.— You^ Sir, have alfo 
had an agreeable Lady at your houfe, who has 
the further advantage of youth and beauty ; I 
mean the Countefs of Aylefbury, whofe charms 
and whofe conduit have always been equally 
admired by thofe I have heard fpeak of her. 
I havfc been told fhe was a lover of retire- 
ipent in her old Lord's time : I do not know 
what fhe may be in her young Coloners. She 
is, you know, daughter to General Campbell, 
and to Mifs Bellandine, who was fo celebrated 
when Maid of Honour to" Queen Caroline. It 
is no wonder then fhe is plcafing, 

I could 
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WedadSlaf, . September 5 th. 

t could not fell my wheat the day I intended 5 
fo have not fent to*Birmingham, and could not 
convey a letter to you till now.-^I am (thank 
God) perfeftly recovered of my fever.— I ex- 
T)c£t Outing very foon, and, 1 hope, Mrs. 
Wymondefold and Mrs. Davies. — ^Mr. Hall 
is, 1 hear, cxpefted home to-morrow. He 
was advifed not to truft to a chaife, left a jolt 
fliould hurt or even break his arm again; fo 
he propofed walking from Sir Edward Bough- 
ton's to Warwick to-day, and to-morrow to 
Henley. 1 fent him word by Sadler Ward, 
that if he found himfelf too much tired to- 
day to proceed, he might fend for my chaife 
to Warwick, unlefi he preferred Parfon Adams's 
way of travelling on foot -, and hoped m th^t 
cale;' he would wear; his gown and caffock on 
the road. 

Parfon Holyoak begs his compliments, and 
thanks you for your kind intentions conccm- 
xno: hi^ Son. 



'O 



V Second Letter. 

I tore the inclofisd antique impreflSon off A- 
letter I received. Alas ! I am afhamcd to tell 
that the faid fcal is fpoiled by my fault. 

I am 
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I urn aiBared that the {m^mbp canriogs im 
iquitje as bi^amiful, and more, durable^ thaft 
«c^er wood or ilxicco-» and for miii^ btv 
£nitdy preferable, e^)ecildly as dity iMy hk 
nsoved) being only fattened up wkh tatks* They 
•ttdorh chimnies and indeed wliofe r4)ocm y»iA, 
ttem, and ixiakie pidure^frames bf tinmu Thb 
paper is boiled to maih and podaded d vajb 
whik, then it is ))ut iirto moulds dF any formy'*^ 
but feftber I know not ; only that when it Ifc 
tacked Dip, you ieitiher pmnt it White^ m gM 
it^>as you would do wood. Bevti^ ijad)tt 
cake the trouble 6f making this ifaerttfehes ! 
Hot it ts to be bought in fingk bnianKiicS, ib 
xmich a fkct^ or a dozen. So Lord Foiey'a 
ClKapeUceiliT^ wa^ bought. 

I want you to invent fonofethiag &r mt 
to make, eithfcr within ot without doon, of 
thiofe beautiful Briftol ftones of ail coloufi% 
which Mr. Hall brought me. Tie fectad 
cargo he ^ent are funk, wkh the barge, near 
Tewkiefbury; tnit it is to be hoped Aey will 
begot up.-^Lord Hallifax is cuttkig off pait 
X>f a gallery with foiftr pillars of fhek &otm^ 
frhkh will cq& him -500/. ^ach); ami fissel 
i)ranches for candles in them> to fitfleft tbe 
light- 
Do not take it unkind that I doi^ot go to the 

Lcafowes 
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LeaTowes immediately : my rcafon for chooling 
joot to Sdt as yet, you woAild approve ; for I 
J^ve informatioa that Lord Lu x and 

tills Son and Daughter-in-law are coming to 
Sdfton ; and I fhall be curious to know how 
the two latter will behave by me ; and ber 
BdeSy I would keep garrifon at Barrclls : for 
I believe they have all three a longing eye 
•towards it. . Befides all this, I have hopes *Qf . 
&eing my brother Bolingbroke here: but do 
pot mention it yet.— This being the true ftatc 
of the cafe, I hope you will come (in cafe 
your Brother is recovered) and make me a 
vifit before I make you one. My bees join 
.with me in inviting you to my little Library, 
where they rejoice in their labour, and work 
abundantly. It is a fituation that Virgil has 
not marked out for them ; but I dare fay, were 
be to inhabit this earth again, he would not 
£ul to call in an army of thefe ufeful creatures 
to form a colony in his Study, where he would 
view their works, and fancy himfelf one of their 
fellow-cici^iens. Would it be amifs if every per* 
fon in powet* was obliged to have this piece of 
furniture, ndt' for their amufement only, as I 
have it, but for their inftruftion in the art of 
government ? Be that as it will, it is really 
very entertaining to us Hermits. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LIV. 

SIR, Sonda)rkight ^ 

II M A G I N E fome meflenger has proved 
unjuft to us ; for you feem not to have 
had the lift of difafters I wrote. — On Wed- 
nefday the 15th ult^. (faid I) poor Jfames, my 
old trufty fervant, died. — On the fame day 
my friend Mr. Hall broke his arm ; — oh the 
next, I had the news of it;— on the next, 
James was buried, — ^and I was ftung by a 
walp or hornet on a tendon, in an unaccount- 
able manner : the Surgeon feared it would 
impofthumate: a fever fucceeded, which was 
continued. Bleeding &c. &c. relieved me : 
then fell out a million of affairs, fome not 
quite agreeable, others fuch as I was not ufed 
to intermeddle in when James was living. 

To change the fcene, Mr. and Mrs. Wy- 
mondefold came to Stratford laft Friday. I 
dined with them there; and we left Mrs. ' 
Davies with Mrs. fiartlet for the prefent : next 
day Mr. Hall walked home from Sir Edward 
Boughton's to Henley (thirty miles in two 
days). He is now here at fupper •, and though 
an invalid, is tolerably welK But three weeks 
.0. is 
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is ^ very fliort time for rejoining a broken 
arm juft below ,thc Ihoulder.— Outing was to 
have been here ycfterday ; but is taken ill 
of St. Anthony's Fire : he hopes to be here next 
Saturday. I have a return of my fever 
co-day ; and take wormwoodrdraughts ; fo 
that I muft not venture to appoint a day (but 
Mr. and Mrs. Wymondefold, who fend their 
bcft compliments, will go with me to the 
Leafowcs) •, but will fend a fervant to let 
you know which day we ihall go ; which I 
Wait for with impatience, and it fliall be as 
foon as ever the fever leaves me. We will dine 
with you, and lie at Birmingham. 

After this dull narrative, I can only thank 
you for your very agreeable letter, which is 
(as yours always arc) very obliging, polite^ 
and entertaining. Pardon mc for not attempt- 
ing to anfwer it elegantly: but believe mc 
truly 

Your moft obliged 

and faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 



LETTER 
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Letter lv. 

!S I R» Tharfday Night; 

THE firft good night I have pafled thcfc 
Isift three weeks, was laft night t and 
th^ firft ufc I make of the return of my hcakh 
1$ to acquaint you of it, and to appoint Mon«i 
day i>ext, (if agreeable to you) fpr Mr. and 
Mrs. Wymondefold and I to dine with you ; 
as alfo Outing, if his St. Anthony's Fire 
allows him to be here on Saturday. We 
propofe goirtg in the morning to the L,eafowcsj 
and lying at Birmingham (whither perhaps 
yoii will accompany us); and Ihall be ghd 
if you approve of thefe fchemes. Could we 
fee Lord Dudley's Exoticks befidcs ? but no 
matter; it is you we want to fee, and your 
charming retreat. 

As to my letter^ it is not worth your read-^ 
^flg ; and as I (who ftill live upon viper-broth) 
am not joyous enough to make it more worth 
perufing, I accompany it with one I received 
to-day from the Duchefs of Somerfet.— Were 
you at Mr. Miller^s Ball in his Gothic Room i 
He is fending to Birmingham for cannoni^balls, 
Qji and 
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and fuch like military ftorc, to defend his 
Caftle. 

Pardon this fcrawl of fcrawls, and believe 
mc 

Yours faithfully, 

H; LUXBOROUGH. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wymondefold's beft com- 
pliments.— We pray for fair weather to be on 
Monday. 



LETTER LVL 

S I R» Barrells, November 28th» lyjo. " 

THIS day I have ventured down ftairs 
for the firft time, and have no com- 
plaints at prefent but weaknefs, which wants 
to be affifted by a more fcrene iky, a better 
appetite, and more found fleep; all which I 
wait for with tolerable patience. This ftep 
from my chamber to my parlour appears to 
me a ftep of confcquence j and I write to ac- 
quaint you of it, as I am vain enough to 
believe it will give you pleafure; and alfo, 
as it is a duty incumbent upon me to return 

my 
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my iearlieft thanks to the friends who moft 
interefted themfelves in my illnefs, and moft 
wifhed for my recovery ; which I cannot 
doubt but you did ver^ fincerely, as you 
gave yourfelf the trouble to write, and fend 
twice, though from fo great a diftance, at 
this feafon, and notwithftanding the illnefs of 
your trufty Tom ; who is I hope quite free from 
his complaints. Dr. Wall of Worcefter was 
my phyfician ; and I think him a very inge- 
nious man : he and Mr. Holyoak were obliged 
to be fpeedy, to prevent a mortification in the 
bowels; but after five or fix days, I believe 
the danger of that was over. A flow fever 
has tormented me almoft ever fihce : but as 
I am now determined to fliake off all com* 
plaints, I muft implore your affiftance: for 
what can contribute fo much to the recovery 
of the body as the entertainment of the mind 
(particularly where the fpirits and nerves have 
been much affefted) ? And what can entertain 
mine fo much as your agreeable, converfation ? 
I leave the confequence of this argument 
to be drawn by yourfelf; from whom I always 
expedt what is generous and humane, without 
fe^r of being difappointed. I expeft you then, 
as foon as your own affairs permit, to vifit one, 
whQ is fo lately returned from the Banks of 
<;i3 Styx, 
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Styx, that Ihc femembers little of any thing 
that pafied before Ihe went there, only the 
fricndftiip you gave her fo many proofs of j, 
and for which fhe will always retain due gra- 
titude in fpitc of all the waters Lethe can 
produce. This is faying that you may de- 
pend^ Sir, upon more fincerity than one com-? 
monly meets with at the end of a letter j 
therefore I will not adulterate mine with com-, 
mon-place compliments.-r-Adieu till we m?et 
at Barrells, and let it he foon. 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

The Doric Pediment is begun ^ and a little 
alteration I have made in my hall is com- 
pleted, which will fhew the intended pediments 
to fome advantage within doors. , 

\ 

•^— r ^-^ r- 

L E T T E R LVII. 

' S I R, ^ _ Barrells, Twclfth-day,i 1750. 

THESE few lines are only to exprefe my 
uneafinefs at not receiving an attrfwer 
to the letter I wrote you a month aga, to Ac- 
quaint you of my recovery^ and t;hat I hopec^ 
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to fee you here, and to thank you for your 
kind enquiries when I was ilU The apprchcn- 
(ion of your being ill yourfelf makes me write 
ggain ; fof Aris, whom I enquired of, fent me 
Vord he believed you was at the Leafowes.-^ 
I hate oftly to add my fincere wilhes for your 
health, happinefs, and pleafure, both at this 
feaibn and all others; and beg you will not 
ceafe to think me, as I rtally am. Sir, 

Your fincere friend, and 

ipoft obliged humble fcrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 



BETTER LVIII. 

S I ^% fifxtelh, Moiiday, January aSthj^ 1750. 

^■ii H E favour of a vifit from you, at any 
. feafbn, but more particularly in this rigid 
one^ demands my earlicft thanks; and the 
little di^or^er you compj^ned of here makes 
me anxious to hear of your perfeft recovery, 
and of your good journey home ; therefore I 
begin my enquiriei; t;his day, thpugh probably 
\t may not be in my power to fend my letter 
Q^^ before 
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before Thurfday, when fome honeft butcher 
or other may poflibly convey it to Birming- 
ham. But I was unwilling to defer even thofe 
few days writing ; for my late illnefs and your 
journey into Berklhire have caufed fuch a 
chafni in our correfpondencc, that I am im- 
patient to have it filled up. I could wifh a 
daily courier was to go between the Lea- 
fowes and Barrells : yet it is happy for you 
that the cafe is otherwife; for my defire to 
receive letters from you would certainly make 
me felfifhly troublefome, .by forcing mine 
upon you ; which at beft are not much worth 
reading, and can be no other than ftupid, when 
want of converfation and of agreeable objefe 
deprive me of every thing amufing, and furnifti 
me with no ideas : no more ideas than the 
Pyramids of Egypt afforded to Dr. Perry ; 
which he affured Lord Chefterfield were n(me 
at all'-^A prof OS to his Lordfhip ; he h not 
the author of the CEconomy of Human Life. 

1 was agreeably furprized yefterday with a 
vifit from Dr. Wall, who dined with me, and 
returned to Worcefter. He talked to me of 
a Poem that I am impatient to fee ; he had it 
in the manufcript, and has it alfo in. print; 
but it was publifhed for the Public but on 

Saturday 
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Saturday laft : the author is Mr. Cambridge, 
the gentleman who entertained the Prince 
and Princcfs of Wales fo elegantly laft fummcr 
at his Seat on the Severn ; as you muft have 
read in the News-papers. The title of the 
Poem is, I think, ^bi Scribkriad^ an Heroic 
Poem. The fubjedt is the fuppofcd travels and 
adventures of Scribleru^ 5 of which Dr. Wall . 
named no particulars but one, which- was his 
being enamoured with a Princefs, whom he 
meets in a Gothic Caftle : and I imagine this 
Poem is not calculated to pleafc Mr. Miller, 
and the reft of the Gothic gentlemen ; for this ' 
Mr. Gambridge exprefles a diflike to the in- 
troducing or reviving taftes and faftiions that 
are inferior to the modern tafte of our country. 
The Frontifpiece to this Poem Dr. Wall pre- 
fented Mr. Cambridge with : and as it is the 
Doftor's own drawing and inventing, I did 
not think it civil to aflc the defcription of it j 
fo I wait, till I can get the book, to judge of it 5 
and flbould be glad to have your judgment of 
it, when you have feen and read it. He fays 
the Poem is all finiihed : but I do not know 
whether this, which is publilhed, is more than 
the firfl part;-^We talked of the Leafowes : 
he wilhcd to fee it, and feemed to regret that 

his 
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kis bufinei^ deprived him of the pleafur^ of 
going ta fete the places he ^ould relilh. If he 
B43 83 great & relilh for money as Dr. M t ■ ^ 
|hd misfortune he complains of wil^ be none 
16 hhW ; bilt I rathoi* imagine hinf^ not tq be 
(tf tb^ txcelliye craving ttoipcr. 

A$ one is ftiU wifhing for what one has notj; 
i V^ifh for fine weather, leaves on the trees, 
fIxfwM in th6 Shrubbery, and all other the 
g^y produft^ of fpring, and with them your 
tottipany *<d Mr. Whiftler's under my Double 
Oik, Am I not exorbitant in my wilhes ? Half 
ritefe blerfurtS at a tifne might fuiEce, one 
veduld thi^k i but I am fo angry at being de* 
privcd of them, that I cannot be appeafed 
without enjoying theili all. In the mean time 
I am ftWzm^ by the fire-fide, which fcorche$ 
without Warming j and my ink is as frozen a^ 
my hands and my ideas.' Your genius^, Sir^ 
d<*^ net free2c fo eafily ; therefore I hope, in 
^'itd of winter, you will employ i^ for thft' 
benefit of the Public, or at leaft for that of 
yotfr friends, and not let your pen, ink, and 
p2iper fertlahi vtfelefs. It is a crime, you know,^ 
to bury i talent. 

When I. receive a letter from the Duchefs 
of Sofherfet, I will impart it to you, to make. 

amende 
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amends for the barrennefs of my' oWhj which 
has but one merit, and that is the Vcilicity 
with which it affures ycfii of my being 

Your faithful humble fervint, 

H. LfUXBOROUGH,' 



LETTER LIX. 

8 1 R, BarrcUs, Febroa^ 13th, 1750-514 

AS the froft is gone, (the good cflrfts of 
which change I feel in my health) I 
hope your ink is thawed, which I am perfuaded 
has hitherto been froze ; for I am fure youf 
genius cannot freeze, and I believe your 
liiendfhip to be as warm as that: therefor^ 
(pan impute your cold filence tx) nothing but 
the ftagnation of your ink; but hope ftdw 
feme ftreams of it will flow this w^, in return 
for thofe I feht you from my ink-bottle a fort- 
night ago. I ought perhaps to have waited 
till I heard from you, before I troubled you a 
lecond time ; but I was impatient to fend you 
the Draiught I promifed to fend about to War- 
wick, for jouf fatisfaftion as well as my own. 
} believe you will think (as I do) five guineas 
9 very 
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very dear : at leait I think it too much to give 
for a glafs-frame for fuch an humble edifice 
as mine. The larger Daught Mr. Hands fent 
me, and the fmall one Mr- Moore the ftuccb- 
man fent: whether they employed the fame 
carver, I cannot tell. I find, a (lighter fort than 
cither of the three will be three guineas. I 
imagine you could draw fomething genteeler 
than either, which might come to lefs. The 
propofal for ftuccoing my little paffage makes 
it come alfo to more than I expefted. Moore 
(who has lately been at London) talks to me 
of a fort of ftucco-paper, which I had never 
beard of 5 and fays Lord Foley has done his 
Chapel in Worcefterlhire with it (the ceiling at 
Icaft). By his defcription, the paper is ftamped 
fo deep as to projeft confiderably, and- is very 
thick and ftrong; and the ornaments are all 
detached, and put on feparately. — As fuppofe, 
for example, it were the pattern of a common 
ftucco-paper, which is generally a mofaic 
formed by a rofe in a kipd of oftagon ; it feertis, 
in this new way one of thcfe rofes is to be 
bought fingly j fo you have as many in num- 
ber as the place requires, which are pailed 
up feparately, aqd then gilt: the ornaments 
for the cornices are likcwife in feparate pieces, 
and, when finilhedjj cannot, I foppofq be knowiv 
IQ from 
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from fretwork. The difficultf, and confe- 
quently the expence, muft be in putting up 
thefe ornamems, which^ as^ I underftand, muft 
be done by a man whom the Paper-fcUer fends 
on: purpofe from London : but perhaps your 
ingenuity might avoid that, if you could fee 
any finiflicd. 

The Duchefj^ of Somerfet is going on (a^ Ihc 
writes me word) with the Chapel Ihe is making, 
which was a large Drawing-room. She gives 
300/. for the three windows for it; which are 
ftained glafs, done by one Pries, a mofaic with- 
out figures, and of a Gothic form, and all 
the ftucco in the fame tafte, and ornamented. 
— ^Her Grace fays there is an inundation of new 
books. She commends Mr. Fielding's En- 
quiry into the Caufe of the Increafe of Street- 
Robberies : and fhe talks of a copy of Vcrfea 
wrote in a Country Church-Yard; but fup- 
pofes I have feen that, though not printed.— 
I wrote you word before, that Dr. Wall had 
dined with me, and recommended the Scrib- 
.leriad : — and here I muft end my fcribble, 
for want of room. 

Yours, &c. 

H. LUXBOROUGH^' 

Pray fend back the Draughts. 

LETTER 
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NOT one lingle line or word have I re» 
ceived iro^i you fince I had the plea Aire 
#f feeing you, «cept your letter of the 20thj 
Whic^ is imperfeiffc to me, becaufc it alludes t0 
what you had wrste before, and imagined I had 
nod. The krfs of the (horteft fentence of you» 
wauld be regretted by me; judge then hov much 
I regttt a letter which you tell me was very 
long. I envy thofe whofe hands it has fallen 
into ; and yet it Is perhaps doing an injuftice, 
and envying people who are net capable of 
lelifliing yijigil they enjoy : for moft probably 
it is fome butcher-s or farmer's clownifli fer- 
vant, who is pofleflcd of this treafure, which he 
would gladly part wth for half a pine of ale, 
and which I fhould think not too dear to re- 
trieve^ with a hoglhead* of champaigne : but 
fear it is irretrievable, and do not know 
where to enquire, - 

.M^ voy^35 ufl peu la bizarrerie du Sort! 
voila cette lettre qui arrive precifemcnt dans 
rinftant que je vous inande qu'elle eft perdue : 
-V . _ .. ;. ccla 
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ceia redouble le plaifir que me donne tout cc 
qui vicnt de vous. Mais en verite, Monfieur, 
votre Icttre eft en clie-memc trop bonne pour 
avoir befoin de cet aflaifonnement ; ainfi jc vous 
fiipplie de chercher a Tavenir dcs couriers un 
peu plus alertes : pour moi j'imagine que cette 
lettre tant attendue eft venCie fur le dos dc 
quelquc limafon ; car il n'y a qu'un meffager 
de cet efpcce qui ait p6 niettre treize jourfi 
a vcnir de chez vous ici. Ah que celt fait 
lariguir ! et' de plus, ces rctardemens rompent 
le fil de la converfation qu*on tfche d'imiter par 
nnc correfpondance r%uliere; et puis comnie 
tout change dans ce monde (et encore plus 
fouveiit en Angleterrc qu'ailleurs) ce que Pon 
mande dans une lettre qui marche fi-lentement, 
ne fe trouve plus le fait, lorfqu^on la refoit: 
Par exemple, Monfieur, vous me parlcz dc la 
gelec, et je re?Ois cette nouvelle dans un orage 
de pluie ; ainfi do refte : il n'y a que de notre 
amitie dont j'ofe repondrf de la ftabilite : j'aurois 
dft rejpondre Iculcment de la mienne, mais jc 
veux me flatter que vous ne me dedircz pas, 
Monfieur, quandj'y joins la votre. 

Vous avez voulu que je vous ecriviflfe en 

Frtn9ois, et je vous obeis d'abord, au depen? 

de la reputation que j'ai de pofleder cette 

langue ; car vous direz fftremcnt, aprcs avoir 

Ct8 lii 
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Ifl ce que j*ecris, qu'il n'y a rien dc moin3 
vrai que Pelogc qu'on me donne. Mais pour 
Yous, Monfieur, c'eft je crois de PArabe que 
vous m'ecrivez ; je ne comprend rien a ccs 
Meflieurs et Dames les Glums, les Gawries, &c. 
car nori feulement ce langage, et le livre oh 
vous le prenez, me font inconnus, mais je n'a- . 
vois jamais oui dire qu^on en eiit donne un 
dans ce gofit au Public; et j*eufle encore 
moins devine qu'il auroit ete dedie a mon 
amie Madame de Northumberland. L'auteur 
ne me paroit pas trop delicat dans la compa- 
raifon qu'il fait de cette Comtcfle a Made- i 
moifelle la Gawry (ailee comme une chauve- ^ 
fouris) : il faut cfperer que fon elprit a plus 
d'agremcns que fa figure. Je veux me faire 
iacheter cette piece extraordinaire ; en attendant 
je m*en vais lire le Scribleraid, . qui a ete auffi ! 
long-tems en voyage que votre lettre. Je lis I 
ce qu'on imprimc avec bien plus de plaifir, 
lorlque vous voulez bien m'en dire votre 
jugement 5 c'eft un bon guide pour empecher 
le mien de s'egarer.— Voulez vous fjavoir 
pourquoi vous vous ennuyez plus qu'a Tor- 
dinaire cet hyver? C*eft que vous n'ecrivez 
point; pas un petit mot de poefie! donnez 
nous du moins quelque petit madrigal : ne 
foyez pas fi parefleux, Monfieur, je vous en 

6 priej ! 
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pric ; vous vcrrez que cela vous occupera, ct 
VOU9 aurez de plus le plaifir d'en faire a vo4 
atnis et amies, et d'etre loue par tons les bom 
connoifieurs : n*cn voila-t-il pasaflez pour vous 
faire prendre la plume i vous, qui en f^avez 
faire fi bon ufage. A propos, mon petit Hvi« 
verd oxl eft-il ? mon Dicu ! comme il fe fait 
attendre! et ces' jolies miniatures, que ne les 
puis-je revoir ! je vous promets, Monfieur, que 
vous aurez beau faire, vods ne les rattraperez 
pas comme Tautre fois ^ depechez vous done de 
me faire cejoli preient: Monfieur ne fe fait 

pas tant prier } il imprime volontiers, et vous 
nc voulcz ni compofer, ni imprimcr. Cela s*ap» 
pelle cacher fes talens : en verite, quand on en a 
comme vous, et qu'on ne s'esi lert pas pour le ^ 
profit des autres, cela merite punition, autant 
que Pavarice d'un homme qui auroit des mil« 
lions, et qui ne depenferoit pas un fou* Si ma 
belle le^on avoit le bonheur de vous corriger, 
Monfieur, le Public m'en auroit uttc obligation 
fenfible : en tout cas ne prenez pas en maurais 
pd.Yt mes petits confeils. 

Votre deflein pour la bordure du miroir eflf 
fort joli •, ct tout ce que vous en dites eft fort 
vrai : mais en verite le trou pour lequel ccd 
ornemens fe dcvoient fairfe ne les vaut pas. 

Vous faites.des complimens a Monfieur Hall; 
R vous 
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vous nc ffavcz done pas qu*il y a un mois qti'il 
eft a Briftol, avalaht a longs traits de grands 
vcrres d*cau, parccquc fon frcre en a befoin, 
ct qu'iLn*en a point ; il m'ecrit, et jc rejois fes 
lettres Ic cinquieme jour, ct ks votres le trei- 
zteme : L*on vous croiroit aux Antipodes, fi Ton 
jugeoit par vos couriers tardifs : j*ai cnvie d'eta- 
blir unc pofte entre vos champs et les miens.**- 
Que ne trainons nous des pigeons a cct ufage ? 
Mais dans ce pays barbare on^ les tueroit 
peut-etre, et nous ne nous confolerions pas de 
nos pauvres colombes et de nos lettres facri- 
fiees. 

Ce que vous dites de la Bienjeance du 
theartre Franfois eft fort vrai •, les meilleures 
chofes fe peuvent outrer, et cela empechc 
fouvent des faillies que les auteurs n'oferoicnt 
mettre, et qui rendroient fouvent leurs pieces 
plus agrcables;— Je plains, comme vous, ces 
pauvres Mexiquains ; et je detefte ces conque- 
rans, autant que les Chinois deteftent les mif- 
iionnaires. 

Je vous felicite d'etre delivre du jardinier dc 
Hagley ; vous vous y promenerez plus a votrc 
aife, comme mbi, depuis que j'ai chafle le mien; 
Qu'ils s'en aillent planter des choux en i^adic^ 
s'ils vculcnt. 

Happily for you. Sir, Mr. Scriblerus 'enters 
9 my 
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tty chamber, and relieves you from piorc 
French nothings: for fuch onft may call the 
things I .fay^ I (hall foon be like Dr. Berry, 
and have *' no ideas at all •," for what ihould 
produc^ them?' My tongue and cars have 
been ulelefs a great while, and my eyes are em- 
ployed ever upon the fame objefts, except 
ivheii I read ; and as I have had no new books of 
late,. To have I no new ideas. Je ks attends {ces 
idies) a la premiere HirondeUe:. and in the meaa 
time beg you will make much ufe of your peii 
Whilft the weather prevents, yoUr making ufe of 
your legs ^ for when once you can range about 
your delightful walks, adieu Standifli. 

Prefent my compliments to your laft new 
cifcade, which I hardy but never fywi and 
affure her I will -pay my refpefts next time 
before fun-fet, and will make a long vific 
The laft was only leaving one's name at a 
door. 

If any body finds this letter (which may be 
the cafe) ' at fome ale-houfe between this and 
Birmingham, I fancy they will haiig it up wit^i 
the ornaments of their kitchen-chimney, and 
admire it as we do exotics ; not for their 
beauty, but their oddnefs or irregularity ; or,.aa 
fome Ladies do their dogs, for their uglinefs : 
but if it reaches you, I hope .you. will value it 
R 2 fot 
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for its fimplicity and finccrity, which fpeaks the 
friendihip and the real cftectn with w{iich I am % 
all times, and in whatercr language I fpcak it. 
Sir, ' 

Your obliged and faithful fcrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Let me hear from you foon.— Keep the books 
as long as you pleafe. If you care for French 
Letters, I can lend you Bufly Rabutin's 5 which 
will give you an idea of what is accounted a 
good ftyle to imitate : for Voiture is ftuffed 
with wit, but is too formal to pleafe. 
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SIR, Equinoxi psft Midnight^ i7SO-5i» 

THE faithful Tom did not arrive here tiH 
late 5 and (contrary to cuftom) I was not 
alone, having Mr, and Mrs. Holyoak eating a 
barrel of oyftcrs with me ; after which we 
jfupped. They are juft gone— It is twelve 
o'clock— I muft go to bed par ardre du medecin^ 
whether fick or well. Your man muft return, 
as he feys, in the mprning ; fo my anfwer to 
yours mull be deferred till I fend ihy fervant 

' y to 
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to you with it ; which fliaU be in a ihort time. 
•—1 am obliged to you for liking my French 
letter. As to my tbivkit^ in French when I 
wrote it, I certainly did, and ever do when I 
write in that language ; but hope you do not 
mean that I think with the fame infincerity they 
are accufed of, though you accufe me of their 
exceffive ij/mplaifanct \ of which I am rather want* 
ing than guilty. 

I fcarched for the Green Book in your 
packet, and found only the Red Book, which I 
have not had time to open. The Ode to the 
Duchefs I juft read over; and faw enough of it 
to make me wifli it finifhed and lent. The 
correftions will, I dare fay, take very little 
time, therefore the taik is ihort, and mine will 
be pleafing to fend it to Her Grace. Percy 
Lodge fhould be diftinguifhed, , as flie has 
diftinguiflied herfelf by preferring it to gran* 
deur. Were Ihe to change, (which I dare fay 
will not be the cafe) it would be no blame to 
the Poet, nor to the Friend. 

The letter of yours, which lay fo long, you 
had not direAed, as ufual. To Mr. Williams^ at 
Birmingham ; which caufed perhaps the delay : 
the beft way would be to direft to him, without 
mention of me, and inclofe your letter to me in 
that cover i and if any rcafon prevents tbat^ 
R 3 you 
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• 

you might direft to Mr. Williams, &c. to he j 

tranfmitted to mc : for if my name is firft, j 

thofe ftupid meflengers, who are our only 
Mercuries, read no farther ; nor do they know j 

what that means.— I am glad to find you defiga 
me a letter in French. Be aflarcd that, in 
,whatever language you write, you will equally 
oblige your fcrawling, but fincere., • 

Humble and obliged fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 
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A Barrells^ ce Mecredi> 13 Mars, i750-i, 

PUIS QJJ E vous etes dans le gout de la 
profe Franfoifc, je vous promeits, Mon- 
fieur, que vous en aurez mutant qu'il vous plaira 
de la mienne : mais je vous avertis par avance 
que vous la trouverez une tres mauvaife mar- 
chandife ; et que vous la payerez trop cher 
avec votre bon Anglois, et votre boh fens. 
Mais enfin jl faut vous fervir a votre mode, et 
j'aurois grand tort de m'en plaindre : au con- 
traire, comme le profit fera pour moi, je vou^ 
en fuis aufli redevable que le feroit un trafiqu^ur 
a qui Ton donneroit des lingots d'or, en echangc 

pour 
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ponr du clinquant.— Continuons done ce com- 
merce tant que voiis voudrez, j*y tope de bon 
coeur. 

Au refte, Monfieur, je me reproche mon 
impolitefle— En premier lieu, je crois avoir man- 
que a remercier Monfieur votre Fiere de Ion 
fouvenir obligeant, en vous priant de vous char- 
ger de compliments pour lui de ma part ; mais 
lorfque rnihuit a fonne. Ton fc croit difpenfe dcs 
regies de la politefle. Ah que voila une mau- 
vaife excufe ! 

Seconde impolitefle. Je ne vous ai rien re- 
pondu fur ce que vous m*avez demande a l*e- ' 
gard du portrait de feu notre ami Monfieur 
Somervile : mais auffi vous pouvcz rcpondre 
pour moi, puifque. vous dcvez etre perfuade 
que vous n'avez qu'a ordonner, ct le portrait 
vous fera confie dans Pinftant ; car je me fais 
toujours ui\ grand plaifir de vous en faire, 
quelque petit qu'il foit. Je comptc vous Pen- 
voyer par un de mes gens avec votre petit livrc 
rouge, lorfque je m*en ferai bien amulee. B^ 
lorfque j*irai chez vous, j*aurofs prefquc cnvie 
d'y porter mon propre portrait fait Ic mcmc 
jour que le fien, et dclfinc par le memc homme. 
Ce Monfieur, dont vous me parlez, vou- 
droit bien peut-etre fe donner la peine d'cn faire 
ia copie. On dit qvi*il y a bcaucoup de ref* 
R 4 femblance. 
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femblance^ mais Thabilkment gate tout ; c'eft 
cdui 4c la Reiiie d'Ecofle o& elle porte uii 
chapeau pointu qui lui tombe fur le front et 
q«i ie lui cache. Pour chwger cette coiffure, 
il faudroit que votre homme vit le defius de tnon 
propre frOnt pour en faire fon modelle, quelque 
mauvais que foit ce dit nKxielle I 

Du refte dc votre lettre qu-ai je encore a par* 
ler ? Oh I vous me demandez mon opinion du 
Scribleriad ; en Verite il me plait fort, et le poeme 
dc Monfieur Whitcliead aufli. Mais quand jc 
d\% forty ce n*cft pas que les fujets me plaifentj 
je fuis commc vous pour Tallegoric; c'eft ce 
qui me touche le moins en fait de vers. Je vous 
cnvoirai, fi vous voulez, tous les fix Jivres du 
Scribleriady lorfqu'ils feront imprimes, car je les ai 
fait demandcr a Dodflcy.^ Vous avcz vu fans 
d6ute ces vers ecrits dans une cimctiere, dont 
notre Duchefle m'avoit parle ; ils me plaifent 
beaucoup.— A propos de cette Dame, ne la pri* 
vez pas, je vous en fupplie, de cette ode que 
vous lui aviez deftineej foyez plus content de vos 
ouvrages, et vous vous determinerez d'abord ; 
vous trouverez meme que vous fcrez approuve 
d'elle et de tous les bons connoiffeurs. Je Tai 
xtlxx vingt fois, et je ne m'en raflafie point : fi 
j'y trouvois quelque cbofe qui ne me parut pas 
propre a lui etre envoye, je vous le dirois tout 
' ' naive- 
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naivrmcnt. Vou$ remarqucz trcs bicn qu*il 
fcroit a propos de faire allufion aux environs 
de fa demeure^ ec que cela s'introdttiroit tout 
naturcllement dans I'endroit oii vous avez mis 
cette marque :(; : et je trouve que vous fcricz bicn 
de changer ou de rayer les deux lignes que vous 
avez diftinguc par cette autre marque # ; mtis 
retenfc, je vous prie, les deux lignes que vous 
avez ecrites avec un crayon feulement ; eUes font 
felon moi, une fin fort jufte. Je puis approu- 
ver mieux que je ne f9aurois critiquer: j*ap- 
prouve, ou je deiapprouve ordinairement en 
gros, car je ne me fens pas capable d'expliquer 
pourquoi un endroit me plait plus qu'un autre, 
lorfqueje lis des vers, non plus que quand 
j'cntends jouer une piece de mufiqufe j ct ce« 
pendant le hazard fait quelquefois que je trouve 
bon ce qui eft bon, et mauvais ce qui eft mau- 
vais. 

Juft at this place of my letter. Captain Ro- 
binfon comes in from Worcefter to .ftay the reft 
of the week with me ; fo I niuft defer fending 
my letter till the next. 



LETTER 
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S I R^ ^ Wednefday, March 20th, 1750-51^ 

THIS Ihould go by my fervarit, accompanied 
by the Red Book, the Ode, and Mr. 
Somervile*s Pidture; but 1 cannot fparc any 
body to go till the nej^t week is over, as I 
fend my coach, &c. to Warwick with our 
High SherifF; upon which occafion plowing 
and fowing mull ftand ftill : but preparations 
for it go on this week,— Captain Robinlbn ftaid 
with me about four days ; and it w^s a pleafure 
to me to converfe with any body who could tell 
me what pafles in the world ; for I live fo much 
out of it, that I am almoft as ignorant as a Set 
vage. He liked my urn to Mc Somervile very 
well 5 and talking about motto's, he faid that, 
if he ever erefted an urn to a friend, he woaicl 
ufe the following, which is in a copy of Verfes 
tof t^e Revd, Mr. Shipley's^ and w^ich he had 
not about him ; but will fend them me.— AH 
that gentleman writes is Miltonic. 

** ■ Oh worthy longcft Days ! 

•* For thee (hall flow the folitary Tear, 

^< And thooghtfttl fricndfliip fadden o'er-thy XJni^'*' 

i thinkj^ 
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I think, if I may pretend to judge, that thew 
ate four very moving lines in the Epitaph whick 
follows the Elegy wrote in a Country Church* 
yard : I mean the following % 

^^ Large was kisBoanty, and his $oqI fincerei 

^,* Heav'n did a Recompehce as largely fend : 

** He gave toMis'ry all he had^ a Tear ; 

V He gaia'd fromHeav'n ('twas all he wifh'd) a Friend.^. 

I have been to-day all over my Gardens and 
Coppice, and find the former in very nice order, 
by the indefatigable care of my Scotch gardener 5 
but the feafon has not favoured his labours ": 
however, I believe you will find a great amcnd- 
pient.ih the appearance of it. The Coppice is 
juft ready to produce the Ipontaneous gifts of 
Nature, which will adorn its banks moft beau- ' 
tifully in lefs than a month's time : but you 
never wiU honour it with a vifit in Spring, fo 
that Flora murmurs at you yearly. I wilh 
you would come about that time; and hope 
you would find Captain Robinfon here, for he 
expeds a field-officer to releafe him ; at prc- 
fcnt he is conimanding-ofiicer, and therefore 
ped by the leg. I fhewed him nothing of 
yours but your Autumn, which he likes vaftly, 
both as to the turn of thought, and the verfi- 
fipation ; but joins with me in loVing the 

autumn 
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tutumn icafim^ notwithftandlng you prefer aU 
Che pcbcfs Co k« I hayt had the greater rtafiu 
CO admire it, because I have generally yifitsd the 
Leafowes about that time: but I propofe inj 
vifit this year to be earlier, and before the bor- 
ders of your ftreams are deprived of their flow- 
ery ornaments.-— My Brother Bolingbroke has I 
feiic mC) if ficemsi thf inoft exquifue forts of J 
melon-feeds, and of lettuce.— Mr. Hall has got 
me feeds of the greaeeft curiofity of a flower 
v^ich the world produces, if I can but raile it. 
The merchant (hewed him one pod only, which 
is as big as a pine-apple, and perfumes a room 
even now it is not in flower. He has alfo got 
me a water-engine, made of Lignumvitae, ^ch 
will water my garden with much eafe. We ex- 
pert him home next Saturday.— The fnow-^drop, 
to which Mr. Whiftlcr pays fo genteel a com- 
pliment, I have alfo had given me, as double 
as a yellow rofe. My gardener defigns to raife 
fome Spanifti Broom from feed \ and you may 
command what you pleafe of it. So much for 
gardening. — ^^This being a moft ftupid letter, 
here let it end, and free you from the trouble of 
reading any thing more than the aflurances of 
my efteem and friendlhip, on »which you may 
depend, 

H. LuXBOkoUOH. 
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P^ P. S. Outing goes^ to London next Monday^ 

^^' horn Somenrilc's Allon, with the two McBits. 

'ik Rcynalds and Sir Robert Cocks. Will. Rey* 

^il nalds is married to Mr. Durham's daughter, of 

^ the Paper-mills ; and the Bride is to be left at 

^ I Wooton.— I never faw any thing of Dr. Waifs 

3kc; drawing but his Frontifpiece to Hervey's Mc-^ 

br^ ditations, whicfi I did not like, arid now this 

k to the Scribleriad : but Captain Robinfon feys 

I S that the DoftoPs Rooms "are adorned with his 

ti own Works : but he did not fay a great ded in 

\^' commendation of them. Mais k ieffein ifi^fm 

fin metier % ilfaut done Im laijfa'fes $ttvrag$f m a 

genre pour fin prapre amufiment. 
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SIR, April t6. 

YOUR apology for keeping Tom Jones 
is needlefs : I do, and ihall do the fam^ 
by you ; and you may command any, or all 
my books for yourfelf and your friehds, fins 
eermonie. That upon Gardening I fhould bi 
glad to fee; and it may be ufeful to me in 
laying Qv; the ad4itiQnal Shrybbery^ as pro- 

pofcd^ 



pofcd ; though I fhall not embcUifh it With 
ASnerva and PaUas *, nor even with the godddi 
Flora, nor my little wood with Pan ; nor have J 
)a drop of water to $dmit of fo much as oofi 
Naiad, though Mr. Jago, in his Paftoral^ for- 
inerly beftowed fome on pst. With you^ Sifj 
they will always dwell 5 yoji.niake their hahi- 
tetion fo delightful. You ar^ very good in 
inftrufting mejiow to amend mine, and to im-i 
prove the limited and fcanty beauties of my fitth 
atibn. Yow miftake in calling the Service^Wz\k 
a liw^-Walk may prove a lucky hint : for why 
0ot make one of my Crooked Walks lead to my 
new Lime- Walk, which is planted with Horn- 
beam between, and fo wind as to go behind it 
into the Lane which is planted with abeles, and 
fo' form a Serpentine through them to the 
Coppice, coming in fomew^er^^at the farther 
end of it, or behind the Great^ Oak ? In the 
me^time, I will fill the Gravel- Walk with 
ihrubs, as you propofe,. and hide or take away 
the door that leads to the Coppice. Let ifte 
know if you comprehend my meaning. It will 
make the place private, and furprize mole at 
the entrance. — I find I can take away the foQt^ 
road ^to .Henley. This propofal would be 

• Alluding to a blunder of Batty Langley's; 

cheaper 
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tlieaper than to make a fence behind die Service' 
trees. 

I font for a mafter-workman from Warwick i 

and wc have laid out the ground to receive the 

•Pavilion. Regard is had to what you mention 

of the diftance from the trees. There will be 

thirty-eight feet of planting behind the Pavilion, 

within the hedge. The Ha! Ha! will bound 

the Green from the outfide of the two rows of 

dms 5 the (loping part to be towards the Green, 

the perpendicular part towards the Pa^ion^ 

and walled. Four feet of turf will rang^ with 

it before the Pavilion, which is to Hand upon 

two ftoncfteps. The gate, which is now on one 

hand of it, and the ftile on the other, to be ,taken 

away.— The mafon will alter the coves of the 

niches by the new Summer-houfe. 

I have made, or rather am making, the court 
before my heufe fo as to drive in with a coach 
from the Green, by enlarging it cortfiderably ^ 
that is, by fetting the palifades back to the 
Green, where there were, polls and rails; and 
alfo adding ten ftet to the length. The two 
ftone pillars are taken down, and are fetting up 
again at the extremity of the court, vi^. even 
with the end of the Aviary, and the corner of the 
Upper Garden, clofe to a tall fir. The pali- 
fades will be, very low, and range all equal 

without 
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irithottt Ihcwing a gate. I hare ordered 
that none fhall be in the middle, for it 
iforxVL obftrua the view of the Pavilion j only 
on each fide two gates will open j one to let -in 
a coach, and the other to let it out when the 
company is fet down j but will te imperceptible _ 
when fliut. The two ends of walling I have 
finifeed building". I propofe the court to be 
entirely gravel-, and perhaps the handfome 
fun-dial, that is in the opp^r garden, in the 
middle. There will be low wbke pofts and 
raik round the court, to prevent drunken coach- 
men going down die Terrace.— This is my own 
plan, and I am all over embroidered with dwft 
and* mortar daily; but fliould prefer it m 
embroidery of another kind, if I thought it 
would pleafe you ; as you are the only touch- 
ftone of true tafte that I can have recourfe to 
hfit.— -Lord Archer's copper Globe and Crols, 
gUt, arc coming by the carrier from London, 
for the Obelifk. 

My Guinea cocks and hens are all dead, ex- 
cept one of each. The hen has laid a few eggs •, 
but it is impoffible to convey them to the Lea- 
fow« without being addled, I will endeavour to 
tear you two dr three young ones, and fend them. 
The late Colonel Peers fent me a bafltetful, very 
eareftilly, from Stratford •, but all were fpoiled. 

What 
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Wtat 'fliftll the Pavilion be floored with ? 
"Where Ihall We enter the Coppice ?-r-Adi8u : 
the Qjrfbtd pdftftian waits to go to Birming- 
4tkili,-Jrgm at ditfnerj and going to chtirch. 
Yours firicerely, 

H. LtJXBfOROUGH, 
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. . ^^i R, Bahtili, MdUdny, April 2$th, tj^U 

HAD! been informed, even by a dream,- 
' xltiiax, feed and yow Bi^other were fufferihg 
tiich "pain of- body and mxxiidi^ (which muft fee 
the crfc when otie fuffcf^ for one's friend, aaf 
weli ias fenr one's fcif ) 1 would liavc fent imme- 
4liateiy to enquire after yo^ both, and fhould 
have fuffered great toxiety till my mdflenger 
had returned : ^nd even without thefe ills, (un- 
known t6 ihe till the 24th inftant) I had fentf 
i(ft% befort Jo VetiSWi Ae BSoky the Ode,'.&c. 
•«ttd to' eifqirifee rafter you ; t^ut not having fa 
'pi^iY)g^a*^n a3 I fliouW have had, cbtild I 
Alvt 'hiaftf 6f four illnefs, I did dehy- it; and, I 
•*obf^s, delayed it too long : but k wa^ next to * 
%%poflibk to have done otherwife ; the circum^ 
S ftantial 
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ftantial rcafons for which would make mf Itttcr 
a greater torment to you than my lilence cbuld 

.poflibly be : (b I only fay, that my avocations, 
and thofe of my fervants, liave been attendqd 

with fo many'rebufFs from weather and difagrcc- 
able accidents, that I have been ftill obliged to 
defer from nilnute to minute, day to day, and 
week to week, the bufinefs I would moft wil- 

"tingly have done, and the dtooirs that I ought to 
have paid my friends ; but my heart has never 
been influenced bjr^ifappotntnients^ nor allured 
by any pleafures, to fwerve one moment from 
its fixed attachment to the jJerfons it Jias ^de- 
voted itfelf and all its flock of friendihip CO. 
Judge then, Sir, whether it can have been as 

. ungrateful to you as it appears. Melancholy 
your fituation mult have been, and is there- 
fore now I hope the more joyful by the recovery 
of your Brother ; of which, you gave me great 
reafon for hopes. 

Wedncfday^ Mzy iSL 

Just at the break of my letter, I had a gockl 
deal of company come in ; aikl two of them 
(Mrs. and Mifs Chambers) came to ftay foaic 
time. Their coming obliged me to quit my 
pen^. and indeed prevented my fending Joe: 
b« 
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j»ut I hope nothing will prevent his going to 
he Leafowes to-morrow morning. 

I beg my beft compliments, to Mr. jofeph 
Shenftone, as does Mr. Hall to you both ; and 
he hopes you are both able to enjoy the beauties 
of your Groves otherwife than through the 
window. He feels the more for you, as he has 

-. reafon to fear his Brother is dying (if not dead 
by this time) at Briftol, where he left him 

; exceeding ill. I am glad you have a nei;ghbour 
rcfembling good Mrs. Holyoak, to attend your 
lick-chamber ; as I have lately experienced the 
comfort fhe was to mine.— I do not know 
Dr. Hervey nor Dr. Wilks ; but fhall be as 
inclinable to love him who attended your call, 
and did his beft fervices, as I ihall be to diflike 
the other, uplefs I hear fomc very good reifons 
for his refufing to come at fuch an extremity. 

My correipondence (h^ it not intermitted) 
would have afforded you no pleafure: for -as 
the effe6ts of my mind have as ftrong an infly- 
ence upon my nerves as yours have, and as I 
have had divers and fundry things to aSeft my. 
mind; fo am I ill company to myfelf, to my 
vifitants, and to my correfpondents. Would 

. you make me otherwiie, pr^y haften to give me 

.^ a good account ^ your health, and of your 
S2 Brother's, 
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Brother's, and fay that you bdicvft mc CO br, 
aa I fincerely aift. Sir, 

Your faithful friend 

and humbk fervant, 

a. LuXBOROUGfl^ 

"P. S. I fancy Pfi0^ tie Littk may have 
fcrvcfl to amtrife yout- ftck-chambcr 1 

I fend Mr^ Som<?fvrlc*s Piifturc, and -mSiedrry 
my 6wn to i!he Leafowes, to fee what you can 
get your friend to do ^boiatthcm* 
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fi rR» BiacmfUs, ^oitday, May 6th» I75». 

^0)£ goes to enquire after your ferorhief's 

^ health, 'Which I am willing to hdpe ^is 

better-, but cannot tRake 6fF my anxiety till 

I hear it from you. I fincerely pity ^i?i^ for your 

concern, and him ifer what* Tie fufiers. Tt is, I 

think, fttal to have a friendfliip for me : toy 

' ill fortuhe reachcfs ^tb my friends ; and indeed 

'!f ir'did -Hot, I fliolifd hoi feel its ftirigs as 

ftronglyasl do. 

The 
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The weather is intolerable, though in the 
month of Ma^ ; and in Ihoct, plealure an4f 
happinefs have abfented thwifelvcs £h)m Bar- 
rells ; and I expeft their return only Sy ^>o4, 
news from the Leafowes. Gran; ijoc th^t, aad^. 
believe me toJ)e 

- Your ever faithful fcrvant, 

H. LuXBOliLOVCB. 

Mr. Hall had the misfortune, to loie his 
Brother (who had every good quality requiiite 
to his family) oa Friday laft, at Six in the evea^, 
ing, I have not fecn him fince ; but he wrote: 
Bie word at Three in the morning on Saturday, 
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' 8IR» fiarreU«» May 27th, 1751. 

YOU have relieved me from anxious fears ; 
for I imputed your filcnce to your having 
no good tidings to impart : but I have now the 
pleafure to rea^ of your Brother's better healthy, 
and confequently of your own better fprrits ; 
beth whigh I rejoice at fincerely, and hope fine 
3 a ' wc^th^K 



I 
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i^eathcr will complete what your great care of 
Kim ha3 fo far efFefted, as your letter gives an 
account pf^ which is having done a great deal, 
cpnfidering the fcvcrity of his illnefs, of which 
1 hope he will have no relapfe. 

My own fpirits are much lowered by my 
Brother 8olingbroke*s misfortune ; which thun- 
derbolt fell upon him quite unexpedledly, by 
the injuftice or unlkilfulnefs of French jurif- 
prudence, andthechicaneof their lawyers. . He 
has appealed now to their parliament, where if , 
he does not find redrefs, it will be to their dif- 
grace-, but fo much to his detriment, that I , 
dread the thoughts of it. The French judges are. 
partial, even without hav/ing the modcfty to dif- 
guife their partiality •, and of the cuftomary law 
of Paris " it ' is faid proverbially, ^t les formes 
itnportent le fond. This iniquitous and abfurd 
judgment, given againft my Brother, is wpon a 
prefun^ption that he was married to his late 
L^dy. before the year 1722, which he was nQf\ 
though, out of honour aiu} friendship, he did too 
piuch to let it be believed in France : and his 
delicacy is thus rewarded by her own Daughter 
and Son-ip-l^w, who owe him great obligations. 
They take from him 18,500 ifvres a year jn 
annuities in th^t country, and condemn him %q 
pay 30p>ooo livres to the Marquts de Montmorin, 

hi^ 
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hts Daughter-in.law*s Hulband. Every livre is a- 
bout one ihilling; fo the furri is very confiderable 
to any body, much more to a perfon harrafled by 
aittainders, forfeitures, &c.— But why do I har- 
rafs you with all this account ? it is feemingly 
not the part of a friend to do fo, as your fpirit^s 
rather want to be cheared : and yet it is a 
ftrong proof of friendfbip ; for to whom (hould . 
one open one's heart and i^eak of one's forrows, 
but to the perfon whom one thinks capable of 
feeling for one ? and of courfe that muft be one 
we have a friendfbip for, and on whofe reciprocal 
friendfhip we depends 

But now to talk of your favourite feaibn 
^ng: Are you not a little afliamed at the 
appearance fhe has made this year ? Such an 
advocate as you flie muft furely have forfeited 5 
and where will Ihe find fuch another ? / tri- 
umph at prefent, and hope Autumn will be fo 
fine as to increafe my partiality to what your 
cjiarming lines had almoft made me defert. 
Before that feafon arrives, I hope to fee the Lca- 
fpwes : for I have ufually gone to it later in 
the year than was convenient. I am forry you 
cannot fee my Shrubbery now; for it is in 
its prime. I am new-laying with fand all my 
Walks in that and the Coppice. My Kitchett- 
Qard^n i5 much improved by your having^ 
^ , ; 3 4 direfted' 



?64 LADY L.UIfftP'ROUtJH'^^ 

direded it to be lengthf nisd : the M^sloa Ground 
is alio made warmer and more private. I aii^ 
going to fence-in tbe aerrice-Trcc Wajk from thft- 
Sheep I for nty new gaf deoer has ^t lapJ contrived 
to keep other intruders out of it fey ^ tja! Hal 
^nd high bank he has made acrofa the 
Lane. My Hermitage has been perfeftly dry 
all this wet feafon, by the alteration I inade 
when I thatched it ; and more than this I can^ 
noc fay, though I kem at preieiit 19 a humous 
to extol my gnvirons : pjtrhaps it h becaufe I 
have been deprived of the enjoyment, of thenj 
by the bad weather, and therefore pri?c th^ 
the more, as fome fort of tempers are fonde)(| 
of their friends when abfent from them, ancj 
grow tired of them when they have their comr 
pany. However my rcfemblance to thofe 
perfons may be^ a§ far as relates to my gardens, 
i do not fay ; but I will affirm I have no refem-*' 
tiance to them as to what rpjates to my friends; 
for, abfent or 'prefent, they are alyrays dear tQ 
me : but their prefcnce is what 1 mo|l; wifh fop. 
I muft, however, ufe my.fclf (or riather am ufedj 
to. love people at a diftancp ; for I fee nobody- 
near to beftow my afFeftions upon* Thofe St^ 
who deferve them are, f6r the mbjEtpart, fnatched 
from nf)e by one awkward event or other ; and 
I feldom find ufe for that member the tongue, 
^ which 
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wbkh is fuppo&d to be fo eflential tx> woxneiv' ^ 
My ears are as ufelcfs, to. me; for the whiftlipig 
of the winds, is their only cnterfcuninent : but 
pay eyes have at prefent an agreeabk v:ardure tQ 
^mire, and forty-three troop-horfes to obferve 
fcampering in my meadow, i^hich, ififith th^. 
tent of the gral^g^iards, really makes the 
feenery pretty from my windows : and, folitary 
as I am, I neither envy the frequenters of, 
Vauxhall nof Ranelagh; aqd can read of 9. 
Jhibilee in the News-paper without once wiihing 
to fee it. My Brother fays that I am almo% 
buried civilly before I am fb naturally; and 
feems to. think of following my ei^mple ; bu^^ 
tbaf I am ibrry lor. Afy being cut off from 
fpciety is of no.conie<}uence toit-^ b^t bis being, 
fa is. • 

I woulc^ fend you Pompey the Little, if ? 
had it 5 but the Gentkowja. who lent it me, bor- 
rowed it of another Grentleman, to whom it waa 
^.he returned on a day named. It is entertain? 
ing enough fpr fi+ch a. trijfle. Fielding, you. 
luioWf cannot write without humour. Pere- 
grine Pickle I 40 not adtnire : it is .by the 
author of Roderick Random, who is a lawyer i 
but the thing which makes the book fell, is tl«^ 
|liftory of Lady V-~, which is intr^Kiuced (in 
^ 19^ yokif»e, I ^ink) much to her h^dj-^. ^ 

ihip'a 
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fhip's diflioriour; but publifhed by her own- 
order , from her own Memoirs, given to the' 
author for that purpofe; and by the approba-^ 
tbn of her own Lord. What was ever equal to 
this faft ? and how can one account for it ?— ^ 
L never read the letters from the charafters in 
David Simple till the other day, though Mrs. 
Fielding publifhed them four years ago 5 
and her Brother commends them much. I . 
think tlieVifion^ at the end of them, is the' 
bell thing in the two volumes.-— I cannot tpll^ 
who wrote the Verfes in a Country Church- 
Yard, but I like them well ; and think all the 
firft .part of the Elegy very beautiful. I cannot , 
fee why it did not end at the moft beautiful line 
iji it.-^I fend you Mr. Weft upon Education ; - 
as being the only new thing Dodfley has fent 
me. I would eagerly embrace any opportunity 
of contributing to your entertainment, and am 
grieved it is fo little in my power : my few 
correfpondents at London are too much taken 
up with their own amufements to think of re- 
galing their country friends : nay, I believfe 
few of them think at all, being giddy with the/ 
whirlwind of diverlions of which they are in a 
continual rotation, and impart none of their, 
.plcafurcs, not even the relation of th?m, to n^. 
Camfagnardsi fo tijat wc hate npthipg to/imk 
L\ .. 10 * part 



r 
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part that is new to each other. The ftagnation 
df the commodity Scandal:, Izmnot ferry for; 
but that of the currency of wit, humcnir, or 
indeed the mere occurrences of the day, wefuffef 
by : for when they circulate, we give lefs way 
to melancholy thoughts, which are too apt to 
prey upon the minds of us rcclufe people, and 
do us as much hurt in one fenfe, as the people 
of the world's having no thought at all does 
fhem in another.— But I juft now perceive that 
I let my own thoughts ramble without bounds, 
and that my pen obeys them to your misfortune. 
I confole myfelf a little in remembering to have 
heard you fay you loved to receiv? kng letters 
from your. friends. Happy fhould I be. Were 
you {who to my coft are not) like an Irifhman, who 
being fent with three pence for a letter dircdtcd 
to his Maft^r, flyly changed it fbr one he 
faw at the Poft-houfe, charged fixpence, being 
double ; ^nd though it was direfted to another 
Gentleman, broxight it home to his Matter, re- 
joicing at his contrivance, as this letter was 
twice as big as that he expefted : Were this, I 
fay, your cafe, the letter I iam writing would 
have fome merit with you ; whereas, intrinfically 
it has juft none at all, except its coming from 
a fincerc Friend, though ftupid Corrcfpon- 

idcnty 

Cut 
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^ But to continue, this thzpfody (which I ad« 
f?fe y9^ t9 throw ipto the fire before you rea4 
•it); h who never Vas g^vci^ to fpeak much in 
or^fe of KingSn cannot but commend the hu- 
j^Wfi oooduft of our own, ijpon occalion of his; 
Son's dwh, wd the tendeynefs he has ihewa 
IP: tJici Princefe Povfagjer anjj her children. But 
I need npthav? excufed my commending Kings, 
$n,cfi thje ^ftions | copimeijd in him are not 
Qwing to his |loyahy •, but whi^ humanity 'm 
roined with it, thofc-aftions are more confpicu- 
q^^^ ?l)d, I fear I might ajdd^ ijijpre rare.— ^I am 
ajBTuped {a profcf to Kings) tha^ the Memoirs o^ 
the Houfe oj( Brandenburg are wrote by the 
^g of Pruffia himfelf i which makes me wifl^ 
(Q.readthem« 

movif {aprop(ui to nothing yei f^d) I ipuft tell 
Xqu that it is. true Mn Hall felt ftrongly foi: 
%^ Brothier's iUneis and deaths and was aflTiftant 
|o hu!) to tbf utmoit of ki;^ power : he ha^ 
&3(ce b^A ^^tigued with the confequences oi 
1^ wljki?h, will, I imagine, continue fome time, 
9s hp voluntarily takes, thp trpuble of>' fettling 
9J;counts, &:c. wth no lefs than three or four 
gcrfops his Brother was concerned for, viz, thf 
Bjijipp pf Lpndon, Mr- Savage, M"n Kendal, 
3^ 'E^rhaps. more -, but \ do npt know. He 
vas a great lofs to his family 5 and fince hi? 

d^ath^ 



'^th, - a Sifti^ (^ ttis ks bad i <^6tihock Vf 

her Father-in-law being found dead {udiitSy, 

and in an odd manner ; and by her. own ordj 

tfatigUta^ -iSbifig ik iht po\m if de«*h, which 

tote viras When 1 ISMrd frotti <wfr fWind Mr, H^ 

1^'; «(hd ^ fbetn«d~t6 te itipcit ^iieiheii^ 

fitiitfi et «he)<^ Jiff 'ilMif^'his Nftee. ' He-had 

T)een fent 'foi- Ti6 tKfe iffitan** ^kuUm Ht Baihing- 

-fcam iety 'fuBdenly : t)l» Prfifiiy laft Tie 'Weft 

-io the Viitt^dh 9t "Warwick, icria ^fi^ t^^nde 

- to HarboroiEi^v ^ oKdiiee dn 'Wfajtfuriifojri 

and is expeAed home to-night. As foon as I 

.ice l^im, I will deliver your kind meflage. 

My own fertant Ann Harrop goes upon 
bufinefi into Che&ire this week. Price is 
obligiec^ ti>'gA at -%f idfomAier •intO' He^ord- 
ihire, and my ablence at the fame time might 
bfe of ifi trofifeijuence, as I haVfcdiis tf<5bp of 
Itoifts iltrt: but l-!p(iMi!b y&ik fblemi>ly> tJihc. 
if m^ health (whitb'& ^noW i^ ^doS) ^tini^y 
I ^11 ipend a ^e^ ^ya Ht the L<!^owes ) 'whkfe 
lrU^li«i^'g«eat;ift¥'t«ftftfi%to^ Sir, 

Your Tnuch obtJjgfcd 

aiid very humble iervant, 
Henrietta Lcxborottoh,'' 

My b'(*ft toWrplttiieht's attchd your Brother 
and Mr. aa<J Mii^'DolfnahlMViritefo&n, and 

I wiU 
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I will feqd you word wiien I can go to yonr 
hoofe. 



P.S. Shall I write this letter over again? 
Yes; it is flovenly wrote now.-^Wcll, but I 
jicvcr could copy a tetter in luf life. So 1^ it 
'then : Mr. Shenilone wmks at fauks in friends* 
. Mrs.'Wymondefold writes word, (he has not 
forgot your Eoic de Jafmin ;. hut it is not ar- 
rived. She fent me a very little Em deMU^- 
fiwrs i of which I fend you a drop. 



LETTER LXVIII. . 

BEAR SIR, Jone 14th, 1751. 

1AM fendiQg my horles to fetch my coach 
from Birmingham, and I take that oppor- 
junity of enquiring after your Brother's health 
by letter, though my ferv^nj: cannot. poffiWy 
have time to go to the Leafowe^ and bring the 
coach home j but he will leave the letter with 
the trufty Mr. Williams ; arid I hope it will 
find you iii fpirits.— I made your compliments 
^to Mr. Hall,' who is fincorely concerned, for 
your Brother's . indifpoficion } and wiibes to 

fpcnd 
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,fpftnd a week wkH you this fine feafon; biijc 
finds himfclf fuller of bufinefs than he could 
have expefted: rfor . befides ferving three 
;churchcs this Whitfuntide, and attending two 
-of our.Hundreds as Commiflioner of the Land- 
Tax at their nxcctings, he has had, and ftill ha% 
njany accounts of his Brother's to. make up. 
He finifhed one the other day with Mr. Savage, 
which was of 500 /• and looked out all the - 
vouchers, and produced them. He is making up 
another with the Biihop of London 5 and there 
is Mr. Kendal befides; and I believe mon:, 
.people : and though his Brother's Honefty and 
Punftuality does not leave it a difficult talk top^ 
do, yet it takes* a great deal of time from a 
pcrfon who has other employments : but he 
.will go to the Leafowes as foon as he has mone 
leifure. I long to go there 5 and will do fo as 
foon as I poflU>ly can. I wifh in the mean 
time you faw my Shrubbery now : it is in 
more perfection than when you did fee it. 

I have not feen or heard of any thing new 
lately. The King's kindnefs to the Princcjs 
and his Grandchildren— the Jubilee Balls— tlj(e 
beauty of the two Irifh women, Mifs Gunnings 
(one of whom they fay Lord Coventry has mar- 
ried)— ^and the untimely death of poor Mr. 
PaltoH) who bad all the inerit a man can h^ve.; 

'and 
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ianfl is murdered "by his Yrierid— ^I'tefe^ 1/^7^ 
arc all the topics I hear of, av^ rather ^iod of-; 
for I iedr nothing : To adieu. It is the klWddft 
thing not to proceed, fifftdr tefiing ydu that t 
•fciiave nothing entertaining to write. I aai. Dear 
^j with tlw moft fincere friehdffeip. 

Your obliged humble Tervaht, 

H. liCXBOROUOllw 

t wWtfe y6tf ^rd of rfrjr 6rdth^ Bxjlifigfbt^-^ft^ 
"■Hi forrtine in his 1i*.fuit In l^ahce. 

My beft comi^iments ttt Mr. i^ofeph 'Sbea- 
,lto«, Riife -E)6Knan, &c, 

P. S. 1 have febnfidfered that ii irill bt AlWe 
^tisfa&ftory to toe to hiave Joe -go H:6 ttie !>». 
-fowes ; ft) I will fend Mm otk tht e^licr in the' 
feiomrnfg, that he Aiay teake yoti Imy '"cbSipli-" 
thcrityin perfoh. 

I think I could rk^er Foi^iVe myirciF ff? hail 
ijeen the raufe ^thourgh the PajterS caH it iAno- 
-cent) of -Kir. Dalton's death j as Mifs (S-^ 
%as, bjr licr foolHh vid:ick in giving the '{hi^W'' 

Fa^tr hid bm 'ohe (Jthcr chiM th^h this whkk' 

13 tio^'bilfed, and h6 was drpvijhed^aftyfear Jb 

'U'fttfp thkt itmk Hi tArfii^rtg hSti ftdith ^Sbwro. 

'2 This 



1 
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This (whofe death is now recent) was a young 
man of great learning, great good nature, great 
honour and fobriety, and a moft genteel beha- 
viour. It was he aded fp well the top part irt 
the play Mifs Patty and Mr. Meredith a(^ed a€ 
London^ 



LETTER LXIX. 

6l'Sip Aibenfion-Day^ 1 75 i^- 

TriE anxiety of doubt one cannot too foon 
remove 5 therefore I will not ncgleft this 
opportunity of enquiring after your Brothef^s 
health, by the ftate of which your fpirits da 
at prefent ebb or flow, as I imagine ^ and by their 
influence^ your friends muft feel pain or plea- 
fure. Your laft kind letter relieved me from 
my fears, by fomc paragraphs; but increafed 
them by others, elpecially by the latter one. I 
will however hope that I conftrued it in a 
worfe fcnfe than there was occafion for ; and J 
ftiould have fcnt again ere now to be more fully 
informed, had I had it in my power ; but bufi- 
nefs, company,, and weather, all impeded : and 
f yen now, Joe carries this to Mr. tVilliams ^ 
T yt% 
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yet d*s not go on tb the LcafOWcs. ^hh lajj- 
^pcars inhuman ; but -fo it tnuft be : f6r '^A 
Yoiifofmy hbrfesfcc Cttrtv^s ttiyiandao^tb^db 
*faid Mr. "Williams to paint an*w, alid to ^t 
^mended-, and muft return ^at night Vith 4Mc 
fanic four horfes to Barrells, where hc"wni*Hiil 
full forty horfes more } being thofe of Captain 
HoBinfotfs Trbof), wh1Ch"ai^'to-gnrze4Tcrc-ttU 
Winter, if grafs ever appears.. TJius barrafied 
with that mcumbrance (which might have been 
very profitable) and confined to my chimney* 
corner, without a flower to adorn my chimney- 
piece, or a goofeberry my board, I languifh but 
this everlafting Wrhter 'wtthobt *fe ^imich ^ 
"^jprognofticatiffg its end. liflftj hrd^^ fc&d^y 
^dine with'Mrs. Kehdai^t'Shiif6rtI,^t«rt>m''IJ|«d 
not feen fihte the lofs 6f her 'only ^Sori, and ?ier 
favourite Sifter: but 'fbuti!d the i^iads, the 
'weather, and every thing fo bad, (exdfcpt Hfer 
company) that! never was fo f atigufed ingb* 
ing forty or fifty miles in "a day. 

If your Brother is better, you will have'tead 
Xittle^Pompey : 'It is' Fiel^ng's. 

The King's tendernefs aJndhxmianity ftcwn 

{o ftrongly'to the Prlricefs 'Dowager and liter 

Son, fecms to pleafe every body.— ^I hear of 

*'manf weddings j ' more deaths ; and the latter 

; has happcnMto rfie^affliftion'-of fevetal IvfKh 

9 - well 
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Well io : fo that if the remaining part c^ the 
jrear does not ht&ovf upon me a fcene of m(»« 
^eafure^ I (hail bagin to give up the fentiment 
you and IbQcK agreed in,-^Of the eqdal dlftri-^ 
butions of Fortune's fmiles or frowns; Let 
that happeil as it will, I think I never bad fo 
good a chance as now of finding you give up 
your favourite feafoh Springy It has ill re- 
warded your zeal ; and I do not think Autumn 
Can poflibly prove equally ungrateful to miHe s 
but i^t feafoo* "^^y as they lift ^ my affection 
to my friends varies not; for they will find mc 
(as long as 1 enjoy life) immutable ; as I hope 
you, Sixi do me tjbe jufkice to beliete 1 am, ia 
my regard for yod, and my good wifhes fof 
your per&^ l&appjnefs.-;^! cannot make a truer 
eliding: fbbeki 

H. LUXB0£10UQH« 

p. 5. My cMTriplimeiits attend Mifs Dolman,' 
and my good wifhes Mr. Jofeph Shenjltone, 
Mr. Hall ^xpreiied his when I faw him four 
day« ngo : £ihce which the Father of ^ Brpther^* 
in-kw of his wa$ found dea4 at Birmingham i 
which muft have been a frefh conc^n to him 
OH hi9 Siftj&r's account^ and his family have 
had an irwpwrjiW*: loft ia his Pro^r, who dwd 
Ta . lately^ 
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lately ; whrich lowering of fpirits makes every 
new event more fore, at leaft fo I feel, and I 
fancy none are hardened by misfortunes but 
thofe who were hardened by nature. 
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Barrells, Wednefday, Joly xoth> iJS'i* 
. DEAR SIR, 

MY not having anfwercd yours, of the 
14th ultimo, is owing to the hopes you 
gave me of furprizing me agreeably with a vifit. 
The feaibn is now favourable for it; and I pro* 
mife you to return it foon. Why (hould you 
not come and celebrate St. Swithin's Day with 
me ? Your company will make me regard the 
day which gave me birth with niuch more 
pleafure than the circumftance of its having firft 
fhewn me the light : for what is light, or any 
other bleflingi without focial friends ? 
• I return Mr. Somervilc's Pifture (as I fup- 
pofe you meant I fhould). I think it very like 
Workdge's, and indeed like Mr. Somervile; 
but methinks it fcarcely does him juftice, as 
fome of the leaft agreeable features jn his face 
2 im 
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arc rjither too ftrongly marked ; as under the 
eyes for example ; and I think as he was very 
fair, the pencil might be fainter. But upon 
the whole, had I not another of him, I would 
not give this for a great fum. His urn is now 
beautifully Jhaded by its canopy of oak ; under 
which I fat laft night agreeably, though alone, 
looking at the neighbouring hills, hearing my 
fadowers whet their fcythes, feeing the troop- 
horfes fc^amper about my avenue, ^nd hearing 
one of the Grafs-Guard Dragoons plgy on his 
German Flute ; which he does very well ; he 
has alfo a pair of Iriih Bag-pip^s, with M^ich 
he can play in concert ; they having fixteen notes*- 
and the Scotch but nine. He has no pipe to 
put to his mputh, and but very little motion 
with his arm; his fingers do the chief. You 
ihall hear him on Monday, if yjou pleafe •, and 
I hope you will pleafe. 

I dare fay your new windows will pleafe 
Others, though they may not pleafe you. You 
have not ifidulgence enough for your own 
t^fte ; nay, you do it injuftice. Do not talk 
of ahering old boufesj or of maturing andperfeSing 
(rrors \ that touches me home, and makes me 
wince : , for too true it is,' that after a vaft 
^?al of money laid out, one has npthing per- 
-' - ■ • T 3 ' f< 
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itdt^ nor within toany degrees of pcrfcftion. 
Your town of Birmingham grows very jio-j 
lite* I think the Players, who enjoyed tho 
plcafure of your Grove, flipgld have entertained 
you there. How delightful would be tlu? 
^afque of Comus aded on that fpo; 1 

I think Mr. Dolman's objedbioA to doming 
here the day you pro|>ofed it can hardly be 
received as an excufe. Deficiency in point o^ 
4re&.is never • (>b(ervcd, where there is no defi- 
ciency in fentiment and fenfe; therefore ho 
tnight have come fafely any-where^ and iHl) 
mptHf fp to me, wfeo lay very little ftreft upon 
the outward ornament^ of my acquaintance. 

I am extremely ^l^d M^ Jofeph Shcn^ne 
continues pretty well| iind beg my compli* 
ments to him>*r?rLorcl St. John is ftill at Batter-* 
fca, bqt is gqii^ U> Caen^ in Normandy, to tfaa 
Academy.-rrMy fervant Price is at Ltmdon 
Upon bufinefs. I exped him homepn Saturdays^ 
when I hopp to hear more of my friepds i^ 
thofe parts, Ip the mean |ime I can infonn 
yoii cS nothing new ; for \ hope it is not i<^ tq 
fay that I am, with great truth, 

Yoijr oldiged and fait|xful fervant, 

\i. Lu^BOi^otrc^ 
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N. B. St Swthiii's Day ii^ on-Ii^onday^^ 
July i5tlu 

If you cannot come, write me word. 

To WIl-l^UM SHENSTONE,E?<u 

WRO.TJI AT TH5 iEASOWfiS, AVGU&T 7, 1749* ^ 

"T^IS Nature here makes pleafing fcenes arife, 
X And wifely gives them Shemstone to 
i-evife ; 
To veil each flaw, to brighten cv*Ty grace ; ^ 
Tet ftill to let them wear their parent's face. 

How well our Bard obeys, each objeft tells ; 
Thtfc iucid. ftreanjs, gay m?^ds, and lonely cells : 
Where blended Art fo craftily's concealed, » ■ 
^^nd Nature'* charms fp gracefully rcveal'd ; 
That plcas'd S,^e plajrps the glory of the plan, ^ 
Ai prov!4. fpr Pflce ?'*dopt the wwk of man. 



H. L— — ; 

fbus ghered afterwards, 

irrilS IJTs^ure herf bdds ple^fujg fccne3 ^fft 
A Awi wifely gives ihem Shen^toite w 

T4 To 
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To veil each blcmifli, brighten cv'ry grace j 
yet ftill prefprvc die lovely parent's face. 

How well the Bard obeys, each objcft tells % 
,Thefe lucid meads, gay lawns, and piofly cells ; 
Where modcft Jrt in filence lurks conceal'd. 
While Nature (hines fa gracefully rcveal'd ; 
That Sbe triumphant claims the total plan ; 
And, with frefh pride^ adopts the work of man, 

H. L. 



LETTER LXXI, 

Sanday Nighty St. Swithin^, my Birth^^Ay* 
SIR. 

YO y R fervant came juft a$ Lord Archer 
and Mr. Juftice Chambers caipc in ?0 
dinnier, and found me fo fuflfbcated with heat, 
and fo hurried wi(h company that was here^ and 
company that is to be here to-morrow, that I 
could but juft read your letter ; by which, I 
|5nd your hay-making tallies with unexpede^ 
bufinefs of mine \ and both agree to prevent 
Dur meeting fo foon as intended, and wiflicd 
for. My bufinefs is the expedation of a Lawyer 
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from London, and Mr, Outing, who are t0 
come at my cxpence in a poft-chaife, as Com^ 
rhiffioners, to fee me execute a fine, in confer 
quence of my parting with my houfe in Lon* 
don ^o Mr* Wymondefold. I dare not be from 
home till this affair is over, as you may ima- 
gine ; fince I have had notice given me of it : 
and Lord Luxborough, who muft join for 
formes fake, is equally confined in Surry, tiH 
they have been to fee him execute his part. 
As foon as this is over, I will let you know, 
^d embrace the agreeably opportunity you 
offer of enjoying your converfation in your 
cool retreat, (if any cool there be) and in feeing 
the beauties of oth^r ^eats within your reach. 
•—I will fhew Mr. Hall the obliging part o£^ 
your letter which concerns him, if I fee him 
to-morrow •, which I fuppofe I Ihall, as my 
birth-day being to be celebrated may bring him 
ta this fide of Warwickfhire, / ^ 

' I congratulate Lord Dudley upon gainrng^^^ 
Ilk law-fuiti for I believe he would be glad 
of any good that befel me or any body eUe; oir 
his looks belie him, 

I am glad jpm Pidr0^s folemn demeanor does 
not appear unworthy of your folemn woodsy 
;md that Dorma Eivird^ tendernefs for her ab«^ 
Ipnt childr«P has ingratkted her to Mrs* Arnoldy 

^ who 
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^. will tecompeolQ the- f»Ujr ^ whu^wor 
Jhe has i^t IkMr4 9Ii4 I)c tt teod^r- «if 4i£r^ i^, 
lis- fte of lief ^iifiifit^ )9SiiKaK^U ih^Jtift^fffii^t^ 

thwJc yoH «i9]f venture iq^ ^iMilgiB' U wi^QDS 
fear of a.i)oly w^. , ( WiQt k wa« ^«c«^ ^ 
your iak«,aR4 ;ha( it mig^ 9M^e 70H 4f &^ 
M nd^ : bmt if ^;R^ur« m^ kiffiiieiji mfU^. 
(ifi generally they are) be paft^d, ift^y yog 
q^y tbe laiftr vja^Q;w(hsi, UU | s^f^ tfi; b$ : 
y OUT Tory faitWol 

and obl^d fervaat, 

H. LVXBOJIOUQH, 



J 
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DEAR SOU S^IH. Mi»fi4iy» J4f 9f4t i7»t . 

THIS is only to enquire whfiih«f yp^ 
ittceived my ktter, by whic^.l iiueftedl 
you to eoipe tq Barrelh on St,i Swttliin^s Bayy 
(it being my Birth-day) which yifsa &x i^oodty 
tlK x5th. A4 I did not Wt frnm ya\^ (i £4n- 
K^uded every minme f hat you 9m juft cpmiilg,; 
(liope fiQK)illiieis, either of ycHUi^ or yowBro? 
tjkgr?fi»prMei^cdy(iu^ liad tbi^l I ^aU ff9? y^ii. 

very 
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vpry Ibon.-'-^ord Dudley feat ya me ycftfnilfk^ 
|ifi>in Henley r but di4 not call* 

I am evfrr your moft ob}ig^ 

pxiA fmthfol fervant, ^ 

H, liirxJBo«.ovGi|; * 

» ■' ■ I ■■ 1 . ■'> ..L. ■ " ■ ' ' ' ' ■ J i P ■ «! ■ i I LM I H J 

L E T t E R LXXnf. 

DEAR $IR» B^ixT^lbf Aogoftii^iyif^^ 

AT twelve o^cIock ^ noon, and in bed, (tf 
my ihame be it fydkm) I woeivedV^sw^ 
l^acket: the only thing foit^iDe hds fftYoyred 
me in this laft fortnight. I hope her neict gi^ 
^i|l be your company here or at the (jeafoweSi 
]f I haye fpirits enough left to go that hx. 
Tou never i^new mine w fo low an ebb aa 
0iey are at prefentj and confei|uei;it}y I never 
liad |b ffiuch occiffion for your company and 
your letters $ whicii I fmd d reli& in, though 
]n few other things in life. You fliocild have 
lieflowed upon me the fight of tbe \%r&s that ' 
W^nt to Hagley. I envy the ^uimpany there 
the pleafiire they \iasstt in perufing ihem ; Whidi 
tj^e ^ good jjudgmeats make tbem 

VPrthy 
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W0ithy of : • but if the fentiments of hearts 
alone were to be confulted, I feel myfclf as 
worthy as they can be of feeing your Works, 
by the Smosfc regard and friendihip I have for 
the author^ 

I find the Leafowes is become the rcfort of 
the i^au mmde ; nor do I wonder at it ; but I 
dikik the Mafters of the Yauxhalls, Ranelaghv 
and the Playhoufes in the neighbourhood ought 
to fil« ^ ^-againft you, for decoying their 
company from' them.-arsif Sir Harry (jrough has 
no better tafte for the environs of a place than 
he' ihews in his choice of liquor, he docs'^ not 
^pnrc to fee your Grove : for whey is, I fhi^rif, 
ly.kat one wo\jld not go fo far %q drink. 
. A Mr. Gough of Perry-fjall was here, about 
^^rec weeks ago, fo alk leave to fee my Her* 
raijtage, anij faid he likgd it. I do ; not ayoy 
ip c&iich myfelf; th^ cold weather^ and incel^nt 
j^nc would hiader iw, were I.evien ic\ better 
fj^rits. Indeed, you will fay, it is jyft a pro-, 
per place for indulging melanchojy thoughts i; 
which is true -, but therefore I ought to; ihun 
k.— I am, t» dine to-morrow at Umherflade, 
as little as. I like going put.r-J dare anlwer tha? 
Lord and Lajiy Archer would, have beep glad- 
to nieet you here. I have not been to fee Lojd 
and Lady Plymouth yet, nor Mrs. Cheftcr ; .but 

wheq 



L E T T E R S. 4^85 

ij^hcn tliey return from Warwick Races» I muft 
make them two vifit^ •, and I ought to go to 
Mr. Weft's, whom you mention, if I did any 
thing that ceremony rcquirts ; and after thefc 
viftts, I propofc to pack up my night-cap, and 
make a more agreeable vifit at the Leafowes \ 
which pleafure,.! hope, the ingratitude and 
malice that perfecutes me, cajinot deprive me 
of.' In the mean time, I, flatter myfelf that 
your workmen will fpare you to have a peep at 
the Bees in my Library, and at my venerable 
Oak : The foldier that played on the German 
J'lute To well, whilft I fat under it, is returned 
to Worcefter, which I am forry for ; it founded 
fo well anwngft the trees as I walked in my 
little in;ood ; and even his bagpipes were not 
difagreeable. He played on both on my birth- 
day, whilft we bowled, and had our fyllabub 
out of doors; for 1 had no entertainment to 
offer but des amufemens cbampitres. " ^ ^ 

My Brother Bolingbroke is every day in cx- 
pcftation to hear fome account from France of 
his troubkfomc law-fuit: after that, he will 
determine what to do. He feeiiis moft inclin- 
able to end his days with me: if fo, here will 
be a Hermit and Hermitefs in^ reality \ x» 
-which the wooden one muft ^vQ^pfe<?e, ; 

_ ^ My 



: Mf fiMted Tom is (chey tell tor) in fcoAe m 
totw«« <s*lii$ kanfiog got here lb €9rif av^sikd 
4iiii Mduiig, booMife of my bsioeis : to mska 
«p for that, and Reconcile me to his fnyour, I 
mvA 9icmb€ dj^giM aad Jin^ to fS\»^ jm 
tiMciam^ Sir^ 

your moft faithful 

and obliged fervailt, 

H. Lux^oRoucfrfi 



LETTER L^XPt. 

TH E deprrflSoQ «f %(tfjei mf te(Cer difi^ 
loeced tPT^w, tstned 'nw> a dwgeromi bi< 
&os£rv«ri and dM: faile which has by profMuT 
medidaes been difcharge4 pftnred'io be ai 
faiack ^» in oif late illnefi (when yott fisiit tti 
cnquite fo kindly after me^ and when k irai 
feppofbd I could HOC iive). I need fay n« 
more : th^ k. a fyXi i«<ficknt rea^a fof not 

. having 
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having asrfWercfl yaur laft cftffigtitg^leattr,- 

Tiaving feitimcd your flcli^tfyi Oflc ; irfridi 

4ias Tttn ih tay head, tind fcecn the only pdeafi% 

ihoU^Kt daring' my confinement to «ny i)ed; 

%trt: the -ptetftire i«ms generally •cdlipfed by pain 

'befdfe I trodd have fpdke (much Ms l»tc 

"Wrtttc?) niy approbation of it; and now I do 

it^with ^ vrtzk hand and head, ihe -fever never 

having left*me 'for a -week; *but Tny Itcatt 

thanks you for ^ Jbare of the compliments 

you pay to your vifitors at the Leafowes, and 

which every party deferves more than -mjrfelf, 

by dietr merit; J;>ut4:an never xiefefye itfnvfc 

n^y<their £:ntimeats inn^gard'toyou. SiMcrely, 

•1 think it fine poetfy, and^m ^periiudfid abetter 

juclgiss will think -the fame. 

I cannot write much more; lyet muft .tsll 
you one fecrct which nobody in this neighbour- 
hood knows, viz. that my Brother Bolingbroke 
is to fend a fet of horfes from ^atterfea on 
Saturday next, to fetch me to him. He would 
have *<kad '^me come fooner^(as<beif!g kis only 
comfort) if I had been able. 1 am now 
by my bed-fide expefting Mr. Holyoak, to 
tchbw if he thinks I fhall be able to fet out on 
'TitfefSiay wormng: I tmSft te dying if I.do 
'tAt; Brtd rnejxiat my medicines every two 
hotrrs/ htrpingto advance my cure. My Bro- 
'— . • ther 
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yier has a cancer on his cheek-bone, which k 
^dready an inch and half diameter, and three 
quarters of an inch thicks He is not under b 
much appreheniion as I am for him.«~I hope 
(if I do not hear before) that t fhall hear from 
. you when I am with him. Diredt to me at 
Batterfea Houfc, Surry, by London.— I hope 
your Brother is well, and that you are pcrfuaded 
Qfnyfiocere attachment. Adieu. 

H. LifxAOKovcnl 

P. S. Outing propofes to be here next wcdt. 
He little thinks that he will be difappointed. 

Pray do me the fi»YOur when you h^ve m 
opptortiinity, to aflc Aris for a Bill of Paper, 
&c. that I have had of him, and inclofe it in 
oftc of your letters to me* 



LETTER LXXV- 

DEAR SIR, Barrellsi AugaAz^tli, 1751. 

AMONG the many difagreeable things ' I 
fufFer from t\it iniquity of Chance^ {z&jo\x 
cxprcfs it) it is none of the Icaft, that I am de- 
prived 
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' prived of feeing you and your improvefnentf 
at the Leafowcs, I fometimes form an idea of 
them; but they amufeme in that fhiape only 
as a fairy-tale. You do me juftice, when you 
believe that I would willingly (I may add joy- 
fully) have gone and fpent fome days with you : . 
but, as the vulgar French proverb fays, Phomme 
fropofe^ et Bieu difpofe. 

You are extremely kind in fending to enquire 
aftef my health; as alfo in advifing me to 
be lefs precipitate, thin I generally am, in iiiy 
journies. My Brother Bolingbroke delires the 
fame of me ; and adds, that he is hopeful I 
fhall find his cancer near, if not quite, extir- 
pated ; which revives me* a Iktle, If it be fo. 
It will do honour to the perfon who undertook 
the cure, and whom Mr. Chifelden, in a letter 
to me, treated with fome fcorn, as a Cancer- 
iureTy Operator^ &c. But before my Brother 
employed him, he had fufficient affurances that 
the remedy had fucceeded in a multitude of 
cafes 5 which he took care to have examined 
and verified : therefore he fays, he fhould even 
be more unfortunate thai?r it belongs to him to 
be, if it failed iri his cafe alone. Perhaps I 
may bring him back with me ; and who knows 
but we three may meet here ? as to the Lea- 
fowes, I cannot anfwer; for I b€;Jicve he wili 
U not 
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9M make many peregnnations the reft of iu^ 
life. 

I will undoubtedly write to you froifi Batter* 
iea$ and have fent this day covers to Lpni 
Archer to frank, with that intent. You muft 
not ?3(pe(5t much news, or any thing jovial 
from thence ; but fincerity of heart you maf 
always expeft from me; nor need you doubt 
my remembering you wherever I am. The 
afie&ion of my real friends, and the civilities 
they fhcw me, make a much ftronger imprci^ 
fion upon me than the injuries of my enemies, 
or even than the treachc^ and ingratiuidc of 
fuppofcd friends. 

The fituatipn of the Prince's Pillar at H^* 
ley, as I remember^ did nfdt much pl^ie me : 
the effe(5t it will have in the other place I can<- 
not judgs 9f at this 4iftance. If Sir Thomaa 
dies, I fuppofe his Son and Mr. Pitt will ex- 
tend their genius and t;^e fqnie mi)e^: but 
they cannot obtain for money what Nature 
has prefcntcd you wi^h at the Lcafgwesi I 
meap, a coipmand of water. 

That I approve yoqf Ode is np merit in me> 
unlefs you account it one to knpw that a good 
thing is good, 

As to Peregrine Pickle, I hired it„ and 
^hat merely fpr the fake of r?^«g ppe of the 

volumes, 
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il^i^Oies, «rlMNtt|ia ate iaierted the Nfemolrs of 
i^a^Y V^i— ; whichi a^ I wast well acquainted 
mith herj gai^c me curiofity. Tiie reft of thd 
jJW^ i$, I thioil:, iil wrpte, a^d not interefting. 
Pivoapey tjhe Little k pretty and bumoroiu^ 
(9»A ^ langnagb .good ; but dt was only knt 
«he; ftiid 1 havie ;had notJbkig of Jatc from 
Dodfley : but yoti may depend upon k, if 1 
jpick up atiy this^ woith ne^^ii^ at Londph, I 
will fend it yam. I am glad yeitr Brother h^s 
had no returh lately of his afthma, and beg 
iny corhpiiments to liim, as alfo to Mr. and 
Mifs Dolman. 

I hare laid ydur letter to Mr. Outing upon 
my chimney-piece, where he ^ will find it if he 
tomes to Barrells : when that will be, it is not 
in my power to fay, any more than it is in his, 
I fuppofe, to be more ambulant. 

1 cannot ^ve yjsur ^neHage to Mr. Hall, 
not having feen him this month. He is, I 
believe, at Harborough, and would undoubtedly 
accept of yotir invitation. 

3 beg ycm will faroiir -me n^itfa yoar com* 
ffonds to Ixndon^ rvdbich I can exo(^0te with 
eaie, and wiU do it with pim&uality. 

I muft now adt pasdon for keeping your 

iervanft*maid all night ^s^ainil: her inclination 

tod ducy : for ibe faid :&iehgd prpmifed to come 

U 7 home. 
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home. I fent- her word, I was apprized of the 
length of way, and that the fatiguef ^ould be 
too much, and moreover that I would take the 
fault upon me, if it was one ; (Oj dear Sir^ yoti 
are to punifli me and not her, if this proves 
amifs. I have fent her to (e€ my Gardens aftd 
Coppice ; but fear fhe will defpifc them, being 
ufcd to your's. 

What more can I fay from this foliiudet 
bur that in all places I am equally. Dear Sir^ 

Your faithful friend 

and obliged fervant, 

H* LUXBO&OUGH ? 



LETTER LXXVL 

SIR, Sunday, December 2;^th» Two o'clock* 

A S I was ftepping into my poft-chaife thi^ 
4^ morning, your fervant delivered me 
your obliging letter 5 which nothing fhould 
have prevented, my anfwering immediately, but 
going to church ; from whence I am this mo- 
ment returned, fo pinched with cold, and my 

fingers 
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fiffl^rs fo numbed, that I cao fcarcely hold my 
pen ; and your fervant fends me word he cannot 
well ftay, having fo far to ride. Thefe re^fon$ 
will I hope excufe my not anfw^ring your letter 
ia the manner I ought. To which I may add 
another reafon. Sir Peter ^Soame being juft 
come in to dinner : but I muft find tinie, in 
juftice to myfclf, to tell you that I am greatly 
plesUed with tl^ hopes of feeing you at Barrells 
next week ; an^ I efteeip rnyklf ^o ptall Heroiffo, 
fince I have removed fuch a bar to my ple^ 
fure as was your wdolenfCy which prevented my 
feeing you here ;. but fince that is removed, I 
glory in my exploit, and am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged 
, humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



LETTER LXXVII, 

SIIU 

MY paralytic fingers Ivill not obey the 
diftates of my heart, which thanks 
lyir* Shenftone for his kind letter-^ §nd. b^gs 
V 3 for 
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for more fpcb epifttes. I bdksrc {be Gfec|| 
Book would cure nfie, and fayt a journey 09 

Mr. MaHct begs, §M the ia^e «f himfctf 
^d the world, that your I^uff moM ndt btt 
filent. 

Adica. Je n'eit puis dfcp davantagcf fans Ptt* 
fagc des doigts, qui me paroifient avohr re^fii 
rimprcffion d^ tous mcs atrtrcf rtJatrx-, cste^ 
Dteu mcrci, je me porcc paf&bfeiticnt bicn d'ai!* 
leurs. 

H- L. 
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BfEAR SIRy B«th» Janoaiy xothy. 17(2^ 

MY fingers ^^// make an effort to write 
to you : you muji make a great one to 
read what they write. Such i* wf prtfent 
fituation.— Thp Doftors give me hopes |:hat 
bathing and pumping will foon reftore me tq 
the ufe of my hand^. But asf yet, I have only 
ffrank the waters at home, the week I bay* 
jseen hcre.r-I fpent three tiwks at Londoiv 

after 
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5 *fter my Brother's death, at Mr. Wy mondc-^ 

t fold's. Tbey enqqirecl much after you. 

Your grief for your Brother I feel in its full 
! force, and a<n perfuadod ypu feel the like as to 

mine : but as qw loSes are irrecoverable, we 
ought, I be}ieve, not only to fubmit, but to 
endeavour to ihake off the melancholy ideas 
they fuggcft.— I preach what I do not vrell 
pradtife ; and will prefcfibe what I 4q not well 
cxecutc-^Come into company ^ Bath i« your 
place-xi^nd I am in all places, and at al) times^ 
Your faithful fervaot, 

a I., 



■ < ■" ■»% 
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Orange Grov^« Fehniaiy ^jdi, 175a, 
DBAH SIR. 

LEST ttiy fingers Ihould refufc me their 
afiiftance for more than two minutes, I 
b^in my letter by telling yqu that your recom- 
mendation leaver me no room to hefitate \ an4 
I readily accept the houfc-maid from your 
bands (who knows, I prefume, that Ihe is alfo 
V ^ tft. 



296 LADY LUXPOROUGH'5 

to do the dairy, as her predcccffors in my fef;^ 
vice did) and I would have her go to Barrells 
immediately, if poffible ; for I have been 
obliged to fend for my laundry-maid hither, to 
affift for the prcfept (my own fervant, who is 
alfo my houfckecper, being married) ; fo that 
there is not one female now at Barrells, Joe 
and (he will fettle the day of her going. 

For once bid bufinefs avaunt, aqd alk us 
how we do at Bath, and at your friend Graves's. 
Y^c can offer you friendly converfation, friendly 
fprings, friendly rides and walks, friendly 
paftimcs to diffipate gloomy thoughts ; friendly 
bookfellers, who for five ftiillings for the fezfon 
will furnifli you with all the new books ; friendly- 
chairmen, who will carry you through ftorm$ 
and tempefts for fixpence, and feldom elfe, for 
Ducheffes trudge the ftreets here unattended : 
we have alfo friendly Othellos, palftafFs, Rich- 
ards the Third, and Harlequins, who entertain 
one daily for half the price of your, Garricks, 
Barrys, and Rich's — ^And (what you will fcarceJy 
believe) we can alfo offer you friendly folicude ; 
for one may be an Anchoret here without being 
diflurbed by the queftion^i&y?— -Would you 
fee the fortunate and benevolent Mr. Allen, 
his fine houfe, and his ftone-quarries ? Would 
you fee our law-giver Mr. Nalh, whofe white?' 

hat 
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)iat comm^ds more refpeft and non-refiftancc 
than the Crowns of fome Kings^ though nonf 
worn on a head that i$ in the 8oth year of its 
« age ? To promote fociety, good manners, andf 
a coalition of parties and ranks ; to fupprels 
fcandal and late hours, are his views ; and he 
fuccccds rather better than his brother-mbnarchs 
generdly do : haften then your fteps •, for he 
may be foon carried off the ftage of life, as the 
greateft muft fall to the worms repaft: yet, he 
is new-hanging hi? Col^edion of Beauties, fo 
^s to have fpace to hang up as many more 
future Belles. His Apelles is Howard (in cray- 
ons) ; his Praxiteles is Howard's Brother, who, 
though a ftatuary, deigns alfoto exercife his 
aft in fculpture on humble paper-ci^ilings, which 
are very handfome. 

You ridicule the trifles I fent you, by 
calling them elegatft prefents : in revenge, I 
ff nd you nothing this time in Joe's pocket but 
a bit of dirty rock, and a fnail petrified by 
the waters hereabouts. If you pleafe, I can 
buy you, for four fliillings, a quart of durable 
cement, to make urns, &^c. in rock-work with 
thefe fort of materials, and Briftol ftones, or 
even of fhells. 

How infinitely I fcrawl ! I who can fcarce- 
IX tiold a pen, and could not write to my 

Nephew 
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Nei^erti! Bolingbrok<; tHI laft week, fitic« hii 
Unci*** d€«th. 

Adieu, Monfieur : je n^en ptfi» ^lus $ ma iruiiti 
fe revohe, mm jamaii mgn cam: 

I am toH your FricmJ^ Mr, Gwrcs 4oei not 
leave his Wzfc an inch. 

P. S^ I will liiake jaut <^omp!imente to ^ny 
bcdf you pleafe, let thent lite in what latitude 
Ibever^ when yoti name them to me.— Mrs* 
Maynard fend? her refpeft? to you.'-^My letter 
is fo fcribbled, interlined, ^d bloated, that I 
hope you will copy the part relating to the 
Poufc-kecper, inftead of fhcwin^ her friend? 
my whole prepofterous letter. 

Pray, How does Bolus's harp perform ? 

Mr. Bradle]r*s family are well liecovercd from 
inoculation, ?nd not marked. There were 
feven or eight a; once inoculated at ktmic hf 
Mr. Holyoak. 
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PMAR SIR, laiirib» Ttaii^, jB9e4di, |^|$; 

HAD 1 had a fcrvant to fefid to the Lea- 
fowes, 1 fhopld not ha^ve omitted thankr 
Jng you for your kind (though Ihoft) vifit, long 
before this time i but Price and Joe were both 
Jit London •, f he reft of my domefticks all new 
fcfvants, that arp as ynkiiown to me as ttie 
road to your hpufe is to them. Price came 
fidme in my poft-chaife kit Saturday, but rcr 
^urns to Londoi? on Friday next. He brought 
pie a letter ff om Mrs. y/ymoft^gfold, in which 
was the inGlpl*ed Poftfcript, a$ alfo a very di- 
fninutiye bottle of Sweets, which I fend with 
this letter to the care of Mr. Williams. She goes 
to Tunbridge the firfl: weclf in July, and to 
Bath the fitft week in Oftober •, between whkii 
fcafons Ihe will endeavour to prevail with her 
father-in-law to difpcnfe with hef company 
three wpeks, in ^der to fpend them here 
with me. 

I muft now beg the favour of you to inftrud^ 

|ne about the ceiling of my bed-room, which I 

fOUtd have adorned a little with papier macbc 

2 and 
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and the ground painted of a colour; but dq 
not know where to get the paper ornaments, 
nor how to have them fixed up ; for no perfoa 
hereabouts has the fmalleft idea o it; Should 
not the ceiling and cove, which are at prefent 
pbMfi ftucco much cracked, be mended by the 
Warwick plaiftcrer, before the reft ;s attempted ? 
B^ fo good, dear Sir, as to fend me an anfwer 
to thefe queries as, foon as poffible. 

When you write to Mr. Greaves, pray do 
not forget my compliments to him and to Mrs. 
Greaves, whom I am forry I 4id not fee at Bar- 
rells. 

Let me Hnow how your new apgirtment goes 
on ; to which this rainy weather i^ill have 
caufed you to give frefh attention, as your 
environs cannot have drawn you far from it ; 
and yet we are in the month of June— fo fays 
the Almanack — ^but I cannot believe it. I 
am at all Teafons (however mutable thy may 
be) ever immutable in my friendlhij> to you, 
fmd very much 

Your obliged humble feryant, 

|J. Lu5a?0R0UGi^ 



BETTER 
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Barrellsy Saturday, Jane 6tk» ij^z, 
DEAR SIR, 

y OUR quick J^tum to my troublefomc 
letter gave me much pleafure, but no 
furprize, as you have long dc'cuftomed me to 
all friendly attentions on your part : but your 
taking down your whole ceiling to fend me, 
merely to fatisfy my impertinent curiofity, is 
a gallantry that quite confounds me ; and your 
maid's charging herfelf with it, and bringing 
it fafe, though unaccompanied, and riding 
fingle, fliews her a Heroine, Had you fecn 
me open the parcel, you would have found 
me a contrail to her. Fear and trembling 
feized me ere I read that it was extremely 
tender and apt to break. It increafed fo much 
upon viewing the truth of that, that as I re- 
ceived the pieces I returned them in five mi- 
nutes time to your fervant, left* any thing 
ftiould happen to them here : but however, in 
that ifliort time, I perceived that your advice 
to me was proper in regard to my ceiling, and 
that your ornaments muft look very pretty in 
ymrs. I will write to Bron;iwich to fend mc 

fomc 
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fome in tliat tM&c^ and will get the ^cideiitael 
cracks I mentioned to yoti repaired; after 
#hicii^ if die Gentleman your neighbour (kvours 
me with a Vifit and with his direftions^ it will 
infinitiely obl^ mt; 

You pleafe me in telling Hie yta kmrt^ had 
^Dae^any, and fAaie £h ta tisUJfl^ me you w^ 
g^t »t piefitat die leaft afi^e «> Aich 4iffipa« 
tiQii$ for foiH* av^rib^eft «» k pneveMed tto 
^iflS^ which fou ieemtd ip waot fwoQ ibeh •: 
iPKiedy* Imk mf(t\( too ayerik tof da«t Beiiiedf 
to wonder you are. ^0: but k i$ cG^pmaoe 19 
^i^ch better ihaix om ^a6tiic£u 

^ know Mrs, Stanley; for J ihppbic yw 
ibCMjx the Dav^t^ oi Sir Ha^s Sloane, Sifter 
of Lsdy Cadogan : Admkal $mkh I do aoC 
)u20w: but wabp is, there b«^ fiduft wlQi to 
know hinii when jr«/ fay he is the i^ir^/ ;^ 
m^doMdF'HL am glad Lord Dudley i$ refik)^ 
to you, and b^ my coiopUment^ >to him and 
Mifs Lca^^Mr. jCHttiqg is iJ:iJl at U«nley at 
Mr. JHblyoak'js ; he coipe^ here |cHneti«ies a$ a 
day-yiilter ; ^imetimes -itay^ a n^ht^ which he 
did yefterday with Jack R^y^alds ; and thqf 
left nteihi^.moi^aiiig. He knowi^ he is welcome 
for longer.— I am jgldd ^ ^Geofge JUyttdtoa 
has a view xo ^pdera pkni$ fyr bis hoviki 

whioh 
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«Udt certainly ougM to be more ipodera (or 
mofc tiuique) than it k, 

Mn^ Wymoodcfcld in my c^inion defervea 
10 thuks for fuck an ideal prefent; for my 
partt I fftW nothing in the little bottle (wkich I 
dlifft not open) but a green findl ihadow : if any 
thing wMi ever in it im ^ndoiibiectly these was) 
it muft have evaporated, as ivell it might, 
being covered with mtbii^y and ftopt with a 
eomnum glafs^^pper.^f^You do Price to^ 
npich honour :««^e b at London^ how viM 
OF iU^ I do not know at prefent. 

Talking of illncfa, I mentioQ with real cott»^ 
Gccn tbtt: of your maid^s ^&tt\ and the toon 
fo, as fhe is a fervant you reeonumnded tft 
me, and whom I nmdt wiiked to havp found 
capable of the work h/er poil: here obliged her 
to I which is in itfelf fuch as only a ftrong and 
healthy perfon uied to work can go through ; I 
moan when J have my whole dairy ^ but fmcc flie 
has been here, I have had but one cow, and 
no labour \ yet the poor girl wa$ feized with 
pains in all her limbs about four days ago, 
which grew worfe, and are more fixed in one 
arm now. I no fooner knew it, but I lent for 
Mr. Holyoak, who is the perfon with whom 
I intruft my own health : after he had talked 
With ber^ he told me ihe faid any cold was 

apt 
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apt to give ker fuch pains (whicli he called 
rheumatic) ; and that wetting her feet would 
do it immediately. This is a great misfor- 
tune to k fenrant, and makes it impoffible to 
a miftrefs to keep one fo tender; attd would 
be great imprudeilce in the fervant, however 
willing, (as I dare fay 9d^ is) to attempt it. 
Therefore hope dear Mr* Sl^nftone will not 
take it aroifs that I part With her. I offer her 
and your own maid*fervant my poft-chaife to 
caity then^ together, ^ it would be itiore eaiy 
for Hannah on Monday ; and hope your owa 
maid will accept the offer, that ihe may ac« 
company her fifler, and alfo fee Barrells to- 
morrow (Sunday) with lefs interruption. 
I am, dear Sir, with conftant truth. 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I enquired of your man after Mrs. Arnold. 
If he does not tell her, pray let this letter fay, 
I am her hearty well-wiflier. 



LETTER 



L^E T T E R 3, 30f 



t E T t E R LXXXir. 

b E A R SIR, fiatrclls, July i9tli, 1753;. 

AS I have eight people at table, and as 
you requeft me to difpatch the tfufty 
and valuable Tom to-night, you muft not 
expedl an anf\ver fuitable to your Agreeable 
letter, either in length or ftile : fo I haften to 
return thanks for your punftuality about the 
label, and for your kind invitation to the 
LeafoweSi I muft next tell you the reafons 
you have been fo long without hearing from 
me ; which are, Firft, A journey to Oxford I 
was obliged to take upon bufinefs ; and fmce 
that. Company I have had in my houfe. At 
prefent, here are Sir Peter Soame and his Son, 
Mrs. Davies, and Mr. Outing, who will write 
his own excufe.— My hanging-paper is arrived, 
and the cracks of the ceiling have been filled. 
The papier mache is not yet come, but is be- 
fpoke. — ^You may depend upon my inclination's 
guiding me to the Leafowes as foon as it is 
in my power : but I am as bufy in hay as you 
can pofTibly be, and having loft half my fett 
of horfes, and not yet being able to fupply their 
X places. 



^o6 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

places, the three remaining ones arc fully em- 
ployed, and cannot be fpared for me to ufe ; 
and moreover my poft-chaife is goi^ toj have 
new'whecls put to it. Thefe diftreffes removed, 
I fliall wait upon you, and Lord Dudley ; to 
whom, and to Mils Lea, I beg my beft com- 
plinients.— I fhewed t\^ -Diinris of my Bath- 
rock-work to your man Tom, who. will carty 
a ihiall baflcetful. 

I am moil inviolably 

Your obliged hosible fervant, 

H. LuXBOR0^OH» 

Sir Peter and Mr. Soame's compliments 
attend you. 



LETTER LXXXm. 

DEAR SIR, Bairells) Augufl 151!^ 175^ 

YO U are always obliging^ but doubly Q^ 
now, in fending to enquire again afiscr 
me, though I have not yet beeu at the Lea^ 
fowQS to thank you for all favours : but ray 
company has but jufl: left me^ and whilft they 

were 
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were here, I could neither find time to go any 
where, ndt* even to^write.— ^Sir Peter Soan:ic and 
his Son arq gone back to Hcydon. I carried 
Mrs. Davies home to Stratford yefterday-was- 
fevennight ^ and this day fevennight Mr. Outing 
w^nt to Glonceftcrlhire, in or^er to embark 
laft Monday for Monnw^uth : io he may pro- 
bably be afraid with reafoft, and become a prey 
to the filh, having fo young a guide as his 
pupil ; and, as I told him, if fuch an accident 
happened, nobody would^ pity him ; but all 
would fay (as in Moliere's play) 

'" Qa* alloit it faire dans cette galer« ?** 

This juvenile party confift* of Lord Somer- 
vile's two Sons, Outing's Pupil, himfelf, and 
Jack Reynalds •, who go this voyage by water 
they know not why nor where. Landrinden 
they talked of taking in their way, When the 
Somervifcs, &c. lay here and formed this 
party : but they were no fooner gone than I 
perceived Outing's heart failed him, but he was 
alhamed to own it to them ; however, he faid 
he would go no farther than to Monmouth, 
and told Lane he intended to be back af 
Barrells in a fortnight's time. If he is fo, he 
will undoubtedly go with me to the Leafowes. 
If I can alfo get Mrs. Davies to go, fhe will 
X 2 contribute 
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contribute to our mirth, and will fing all ciay : 
Sir Peter taught her two or three new fbngs. 
She can lay with my fervant -, fo that Ihe will 
not take up a bed the more. I have thoughts 
of going in my landau, and of fending back 
four of the horfes the fame night, and keeping 
two at your houfe, which will I fuppofe be 
fufEcient to carry me to the Grange. If con- 
venient to you, I propofe going to the Lca- 
fowes on Friday the '28 th iaftant : if not con- 
venient to you, pray write me word. Price 
begs he may attend my coach,— I rejoice at 
your jollity, and will join in chorus, when* you 



fing 



*^ Baniflbns la melancoUe :'* 



but your writing nothing I do not approve* of, 
no more than of your not finifhing my Green 
Book.— 'Your infcription upon the Label 
Ihould be Vin de Pdifan^ without the s at laft. 

Joe tranflated the French receipt for cauli- 
flowers, and has didlated it to Lane, whilft I 
have been writing this letter. 

My belt compliments wait on Lord Dudley 
and Mifs Lea •, and I am ever 

Moft fincerely yours, &c. 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 



I 
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LETTER LXXXIV, 

*T^TOtwithftanding my partiality to Autumn,^ 
JL^ I long for Spring, as it will I hope 
bring you to Barrells, and as it ufhers in Sum- 
mer, which will carry me to the Leafowes, 
where I will, as long as it is in my power, pay 
my devoirs to you, and make libations to our 
departed Friend, over his urn, which I am 
glad you have eredted to his memory; as V 
think it is pity that fo worthy a man fhould meet 
with fo few people to pay to hi^ memory th« 
honours it dcfcrves ; and fo many, that, on the 
contrary, vilify his charader: And thdugh I 
am far from laying a ftrefs upon funeral pomp, 
no one ( Jacky Reynalds excepted) fhed a tear 
over his corfe, or has laid a ftone over his 
grave,— ^notwithftanding Lord Somervile is fp 
a great gainer by his dying, and the Vic^r was fo 
great a one by his living : but ingratitude is 
now as fafhionable as bribery ^nd corruption. 

Here I end, left y<)u fhould be quite tired 
out, and not return me an anfwer foon, for 
f<?ar of drawing upon yourfelf a troublefomt 

* The beginning of this Letter is w^tijig. 

X3 ' rtply, 



1 
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reply. It is late ; but I can, with the word: 
pen, and the fincereft heart affurc you, that 
I am, Sir, ... 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUOtt. 



LETTER LXXXVi 

DEAR SIR, lUntlls, Se|>teiiibel' zSch, 175a. 

MR. Pi5;;aU has juft been fayiAg.he intends 
to go home to-morrow : You wouM 
otherwife have heard from me by anotfccr con^ 
veyancc -, for I could not Iqnger have forborne 
returning my fincere thanks for the very 
obliging, hofpitable, and pleafing reception I 
met with at the Leafowes, and for your agree- 
able, though too fliortj vifit at Barrells. 

My cough continues ; but I am otherwife 
well, and inhabit my lower apartment «nd my 
Summer-houfe, where I hope to receive you 
and Lord Dudley before the days grow much 
fhorter, and the elms quite bare. My compli- 
ments attend his Lordfhip, Mils Lea, and all 
your neighbours. 

My Drefling.Room looks juft as /would, 

and 
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and as I believe you would have it (fo well has 
Mr. Pixall performed his part) ; and the feftoons 
over the windows arc not the leaft elegant or- 
naments of the room : the doors Yeeni to envy 
the windows, and are in as plain a drefs as 
that of the Quakers ; but are very ready to 
fubmit to any ornament J(P« will be pleafed to 
beftow/ 

I dcfire the bearer may lead my coach-horfe 
home ; ^nd I beg the favour of you to pay 
the farrier, and to let me kfiow what his bill 
com^s to^ which will be better than ktting 
ym make it to me, who am a ftranger. 

I have j\*ft been writing to the Earl and 
Couraeefs of Ferrers, from whom I received 
compliments this day, and information of their 
marriage I fo that Hy| hand is tind^ but my 
heart is indefatigably true to my friends, ^nd 
would be equally ferviceable, if power was given 

to 

Your faithful and obliged 

humble fervant, 

H, LuXBOROUCH. 
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LETTER LXXXVI, 

Barrells, Sanclay, OQober i^A, IJS^^ 
DEAR SIR, 

AN Y meffenger that comes from the 
Leafowes is fure to be welcome at Bar- 
rells (as Hannah would have been, if you had 
permitted her to come).— You are very kind 
in being folicitous about my health, which is 
good now, my Birmingham cough has left 
me ; but it continued a conliderable time after 
you went from hence. 

I congratulate you Aipon having had fo 
much agreeable company, who will undoubt- 
edly vifit you often; as, by your account of 
them, they feem to be people of tafte. — ^My 
pride, cannot be heightened by Sir George 
Lyttelton's approbation of my Lines, becauf^ 
TS/Ltf Shenftone had commended them before, 
and has thought them worthy of being r^T 
touched by himfelf. 

Lord Dudley is flow in fixing a day for 
giving me the plcafure of his and your com- 
pany : but I hope the refolution will come 

upon 
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upon him fuddenly, and will as fuddenly be 
' executed 5 though I cannot pronriifc his Lord^ 
ftiip any pleafure in the journey, except that of 
Miging -, which I know is a great one to him. 
fi' Mr. Opting and I have lived like two Hermits 

fince you left us. The few fine days we have 
had I have employed in making fmall improve- 
ments (alterations at leaft) in my Coppice, and 
in the way to it : but much Aiore • planting is 
required j and I want greatly a hedge that will 
grow as quick as yoyrs did, and 1 (hall prize 
it as much (but with far more reafon) as the 
fuenerahk Dean does his newlyrfound Pryid? 
Jdol. 

I return your fmall Red Book, after having 
copied the Ode on Indolence, which pleafes mc 
much.— I alfo fend you by trufty Tort three 
Rofes for your Gothic, windows, which you 
may fix up without cenfure, for they are all 
red. 

I obferve your averfion to Autumn con- 
tinues, and that, when you find your ipirlts 
depreiled, you are ready to lay the fault on the 
feafon ; but I take it that folitude is the 
phief caufe, and the nurfc oi painful ideas. 

I hope Mrs. Arnold is well, a;id Ihall be 
obliged to h^r for a Guinea cock, when con- 
venient, 

Pray 
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Pray remember me kindly to Mr. Pixall^ 
fiad a(k if he befpc^e my ioag ftools and &Ttj 
graDc at Biripingham f .and whether he fpoke 
toMr.WiUiams? 

AdktL. I ain interrupted by Mr. John Rey- 
oalds, and Mr. Bradley, and Lady PlynK)uth'8 
fervant, from writirig more 5 but never can be 
interrupted in my fentiments of friendfliip and 
l^acitudc towards you^ which are immutable. 

H, LvxBOkouCH, 



LETTER LXXXVIt, 

Barrells, *raefday» Oaober24tIi, ij^u 
DEAH SIR, 

LONG havt i expected the pleaitn*e of 
your company and Lord DiKlky's, bm 
have txpefted in ^ain j and my impatience at 
the delay wiU fuficiently Ihow the greater inir 
patience and the concern I now feel at iiading 
imy^f obliged to prolong that delay, which 
Iwilhed tolhortfcn.-— The truth is, that my 
10 iM 
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oW fcrvMt Price is ftiUcsk with 4 palfy, and 
cme hdbf t>f his body is deiad; fo chat he is 
ehttrety helplefs : and as his wei^t.and fize 
doAOC agree with the Aarrownefs of my garret* 
QsmrSj diere was' not a poflibility of carrying 
l»rt^ laft Saturday, higher than the firft ftory; 
where he has continued ever fuKe in the bed 
Mr. Outing lay in till then ; and another per- 
fon lays in the other bed, in the 'feme room, to 
be ratdy at hand t4> allift him, and turn him as 
he lays. This accident, and the confequences 
of it, perplex me a good deal; but it was 
unavoidable: for lb faithftil an xAd fe r vaift 
could not be fent out of the houfe, unlefs in- 
humanity had guided me ; which I hope will 
never ht the cafe, tiiough 1 forfeit tny own 
pleafure ; for. I cannot alk to fee you and Lord 
Dudley, wh^re I could not lodge you, I have 
literally but one fpare bed at prefent, and that 
is ufed by Dr. Wall when he comes to the 
fick man.— I never till now^ wilhed for a Ipa- 
cious habitation : my fmall oae was fufficient 
for my uie, and fully fatisfied my ambition; 
but now that it banifl^es my friends, it is in- 
fupportable to me : it is, however, but for a 
time, and tbat^ I hope, a Jborf one. As foon 
as thefe diiSiculties are ren^ved^ I wilLacquaint 

you 
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you of it for my own fake. In the mean time, 
be pleafed to prefent my compliments to Lord 
Dudley and Mifs Lea, and acquaint his Lordn 
fliip of my difappointment.-^Mr. Outing pre- 
fents his compliments to you, and alks- your 
commands to London, where he is obligol to 
go fopn.-^I an^ "^^ft fincerely, dear Sir, 

ypur obliged humble ferv^t, 

H. LUXBOROUQH, 



L P T T E R ^ LXXXVIIL 

D IS A R SIRs Barreils, November 6th; 175a* 

IT is both kind and polite of you to fend 
fo far to enquire after my honeft old fervant 
Price : but the anfwer is fuch as I believe you 
guefs :— He is^ no more. It pleafed God to 
releafe him from his mifery, but not till yefter- 
day morning, at two or three o*clock. He had 
his fenfes to the laft, and made his will. We 
propofe to bury him on Wednefday, i have 
fent into Herefordlhire for Mr. Smith, the 

ClergyipaA 



Letters; itj. 

Clef gymari you faw here. My hurry, and the* 
confufion of my houfe, has been very great, 
find is not yet at an end : The having almoft 
all new fervants makes it lay^hard^ upon me, 
—Mr. Outing'was to have gone for LondoR 
to-day ; but does not go till next Monday, and 
dcfires his beft compliments to you. 

If you fee Mr. Pixall, pray fay that I do 
not mean to give two guineas for a' fender ; 
and I even think I need not have any bought : 
but would be glad of a fmall grate ; and I 
am obliged to him for the trouble of getting 
the things made which I befpoke.r— My great 
Parlour looks. yery handfome tww it is painted 
with flake-white. 

Thanks for your Stanza to Admiral Smith, 
which is genteel and elegant. You are happy 
in having neighbours defervingof your pane* 
gyrics.— Mrs. Dillon's beauty, claims a con- 
iiderable place among them.-^I can fcarcely 
form an idea of Lady Lyttchon prefiding over 
a Dairy, any more than I fliould.of the vene- 
rable Dean, if you -told me lie preferred a 
modern Guinea to a copper Otho. 
• My beft. complinients pray, at. <h£ Gran^ ; 
and jiope the vifit intended me, though poft- 
poned, will be made ere long. 

I fend you Mrs. Wymondefol^'s compli- 
6 meots 
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went^ IP yow. and her reftfew for rm coming 
to mc at profetit, ia hor cmi bAnd-wdting, lo 
tlH^ peraiid o£ wbich I kftv^. you,, aftfr afiuri^ 
}mi that I am, dear Sir, 

Your orcp obligad aad fiuAfol 

H. LuxfioRouoff. 

Sir Pfetcr Soamo ,wrote mc- hJs compIiments^ 
for yoti. 



1 
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1 THINK it long &ice I hev* ffom you j 
and wtM tkis only do* eaquiso after yoii^ 
and to fay that I hope it wiU not be long^ befcic 
I have the pletfure of feeing you and Locd 
Dudley here. 

It feems the Pbdiment fiw Venus*^ Temple 
has been finilhed and brought hither theft 
nine nioiiths. I have defired Mr. Hands: to 
defer erc3;ing it till you conne^ fince it has doc 
been done before, by my being ignorant of itj 
bemg here- 

Lord 
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Lord and Lady Plymoiitii* dined here IsA 
^cck, and Mra, Kendal made mt a vifit t?wo 
dayis before-, except which, foUtude has ireigned 
triumphant here ? but, whether with 6r without 
company, I feel myfe!f equally attached to mf-, . 
friends ; and, in confequence^ muft ever be^ dear 
Sir, 

Your faithful humble fenrant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH^ 

p. S. I write in a hurry by my waggon 
which gops for coals. 

I have not heard from Mr. Outing fince he 
went to London. 



LETTER Xa 

. DEAR S I R» Bontlls, December 4tb, ty^z, 

THAT ydu are two letters in my debt I 
do not reproach you ; for the laft which I 
inclofed to Mr. Williams, I imagine neither you 
nor he ever received. It was to afk if I fhould 
not now be favoured with your company and 
Lord Dudley's at Barrells ? to whom I defired, 
" ^ . and 
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and do defire, my beft compliments : and to pre-* 
vent farther mftakes^ or even delays^ I fend Jofeph 
to enquire after your health, and when I may 
depend upon the pleafure of feeing you?— 
My Parterre and Shrubbery are frozen, and 
will yield you no pleafure : but my hearth and 
my heart are warm to receive my friends; 
which I hope you will believe^ though you are 
only told it by fingers fo *num*d with cold, 
tliat they can fcarcely fay this truth, which is ^ 
that I am 

Your obliged and fmcere friend, &c. 

H. LUXBOROUGH* 

When you write to Mr. Greaves, przy make 
my beft compliments to him and to Mrs. 
Greaves, I owe him more civilities than I 
can pay, for his obliging expreffions of me in 
the lettfcr you fhewed me, and for his remem- 
brance of the cornel-tree, which I hope he 
will be able to procure, and that Mrs. Greaves 
lias not forgot the polyanthus-root. 
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LETTER X€L 

Bsmrells^ January iitb, 175 3* 
t)EAR SIR* FrommyBfd, 

THIS is^ upon my faon(3ur» the firft 
moment I have been able to hold a 
pen fince I received your obliging Icttlbr ; 
md I Wds unwilling to iend without Wciting^ 
Or di&ating sd kaft^ but I could dd ndthet. 
Lone w0idd have wrote of her own accord^ 
and I VH^ld have permitta^ her^ had I con>» 
folftd merely good manners ; but friendfhip 
WoiUd ^ave remained unfatisfied, and f^e de^* 
licacy €f yours might have made you fuggeft. 
that I was more dangeroufly ill than I really 
mas. 

My .<)iibrder proceeded I believe fcom « 
t<^ I got the day we went to fee the Monu* 
tnmtl and after you left Barrelh, it turned 
to A fever, of a flow Idndj chiefly nervous^ 
aeeeilded with pains in m^ bowels, which^ 
•died to want of reft^ h&ve weakened me 
& ^iriudi) that I hav« not yet crofied my 
tHOmi nor have I &en a mortal except Do&oc 
. . Y Wall 
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Wall and Mr. Francis Holyoak, and once 

Mrs. Bradley and good Mrs. Holyoak of 

Oldbarrow, who w^s fo kind to fit up with 

me. As to Mrs. Davies, (he has not enquired 

after me, nor have I heard from her^ or of 

her, fince you was here •, nor indeed of a con- 

fidcrable time before : Why, I cannot tell. 

Whenever I do hear, I will make her your fup- 

pliant complimcntjj. and make nd' doubt but 

you will foon be forgiven. 

. ' I rejoice that you and Lord Dudley were 

'.ftot the worfc far your difagreeable journey. 

1 ihall, for the future, hdid the Saracen's Head 

an great cftecni for having (hewn you the ho^i- 

talify it once denied me.— ^I beg of you to 

make my beft compliments to his Lord(hip, 

with many, thanks for his kind vifit, which 

,^ave me great pleafure,— Do this by letter, if 

he is out of the country. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley are pleafed and ho- 
noured with your kind remembrance; and it 
was as welcome in your Poftfcript as if it had 
been in a higher place. They, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Holyoak, d^fire their beft re(pefts .and 
thanks fpr your kind, invitation to the Lea- 
fowes. Mi(s Molly went to Worccfter the 
day after I received your letter, and had jjuft 
time to receive your commands, which fhe 

feems 
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feems prbnfc toobeyift every particular. Her 

Mamma defires you will keep youp brains 

. fteady, and not think it neceffary they Ihould 

be affcftcd, becaufe Ihe in mirth Called theni 

fo : and as you prefcribe rules of behaviour to 

her daug{iter, fee, b return^ prefcribes^ to ypu 

to Ihake^ofF the depreffion of fpirits you com- 

plain of 5 and, if foHtude and refleftion^ caufc 

it, to quit yoUr Ihades for a time, and vifit 

your frieiids> without admitting one refleftion, 

till the days ar9 long, and the fun has cheared 

the heart and eyes, and has brightened all 

gloomy ideas ; for you are her favourite pupil; 

and ihe would not give a dading for a fplen- 

1 aie t^ne. " I ^add to this: my luiinb lc requeft 

I , that you Will con over Mr. Green's Poem 

\ called SptE£N, or^elfe cqrnpofe one yourfelf, 

to keep you out 6f idlenefs.— ^^ //"^^W; finifh 

the Ode you muft, fince I have named it to 

tWe Dtkhitfs of Someftet, whofe ' arffv^r F in- 

tloffe in this letter. .As to the Green-B^okb 

{ how>lhould I truft you with it a fecondtimef 

% but it fhall be cppied.' : . 

i . No enemy to you fhall eve^ find lanSiuaiy 

1; in. my houfe^ thei:?fqrc J . fent the Abyflinian 

ft HQror^i^rp you conquered, to remain your 

^ ' .captive^ ;and • affift at jqur triumph,' or receive 

,y, death froni your hands, when they are not 

lA ^ Y z ' better 
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better tmphytd: dnd his f$iti£v\ harmleft 
companion Accompanies hittis liDj^iiig with hid 
mu(kal inftrumfetit to kill your ang^r to (ksep. 
"^ hopt they marched to v the Leafowes dmct 
enough to wilh yoa a h^ppy new year ^ which 
I do moft fincerety i and am, dear Sir^ 

VoUr ever obliged 

and faithful fervant; 

H, LuxBOKdtf dir. 

L^e defires htr beft reipeds^ 
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D B AR $ I R» Ban<eU»j Pcbmaiy a, 175^ 

IT is buc the dme has appe^r^d ^ bng 
finct I heard from you; fcut iwoft of it 
has been a feries of fuch very bad WMthl;rv 
diat I Would not htvt bought even thepka* 
fare of a letter from you at the exf3«ftOe Of the 
hazards my friend Thomas limjft ft*f^, rtm in 
bringing it. Wiere I to ieB him fe, h« Woidd 
hot conceive ho^ gt^eat a complnhtnt I ^H^iiiafy 
. 9 nor 
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ftor can you. Sir, milds ypu giiefs at du^degrog 
of joy you aflford tm c^ck t:in^ you write. 
Yours, at hearing from tm^ would per)iap» b^ * 
reciprocal, if I cquM enaeitain y<iy a9 well : 
but alas ! how far ih^it ^m I of be|ng ab^k 
to entertain you at all! parcifculs^ly ^t thi$ 
time, that my i|>irit$ grf not pnly deprefied 
with whsu: afiedts yours, M fo|i(u4e, winter 
ftorms, and more heavy wintjer ey^tiings, but 
alfo; by the ftorm my Daughter'9 imprudence 
(to call it by no worfe a name) h^ railed 
not only in her family, but in the world* T^^!! 
melancholy fcene to hpr fr|end$ is | fupppfe 
an amuiement to the public, and will (hortly 
be^a ftill greater one, who will diirert them- 
fclyes at her and h^er favourite's expence, whillt 
her Huiband and Friends lament her folly.— I 
had a letter of condolence to-day upon this fub- 
jcft, which is no fecret one, from the Ducheis' 
of Somerfet ; but, as it is a kind of fermon, I 
will fpare you fo ferious an epiftle, which 
will be more ufeful when your fpirits are too 
much enlivened, (if they ever are So) than at 
this languid feafon,— I defire you will not fail 
to write to Mr. Greaves for the Ode, that I 
may keep my word with Her Grace : and when 
you write, affure him of my eftcem, and make 
(Uy compliments to his agreeable Wife.— I re^ 
Y3 turn 
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turn rfie enamelled 'Label for a botde, whick 
I fuppofe is 'meant for him. The defign of it 
h exceedingly pretty-, and I fliould not fo 
long have deprived him of the pleaf^re of fee-i 
ing ity had I not waited for your fervant to 
carry it fafe, who, by the .way, was fo kind 
to bring me a pretty large book from Aris, 
who bound it for rrle 2 it is called " Memoirs of 
" fcvcral learned Ladies of Great Britain," I 
have not read it; and. fliould not have fuh-^ 
fcribed to it, but to oblige a Lady who der 
fired me, having no idea of its merit i therefore 
I do not fend it you: befldcs, how Ihoukt 
trufty Tom be able to carry that, and with it 
thirteen more things I load him with, to leave 
at Birmingham ? vi«. ift, a jack for boots ; 
2dly, a reading-def]^ •, 3dly, a cribbage-board -, 
4thy, a pair of fnufFers ; 5thly, a ruler •, 6thly, 
an eighteeh-inch rule ; three pair of nutcrackers 
make nine things-, a lemon-fqueezer, ten ; two 
candlefticks make twelve -, a piquet-board^ 
thirteen :— rbut left you ihould think the bur- 
then too great for your man or your horfe, be 
jt known that thefe thirteen ufeful things go 
all into one coat-pocket, and are made out of 
one piece of mahogany, eighteen inches long, 
when open, nine when fliut, and barely five 
broad, Mr. John Reynalds brought this Pro- 
teus 
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teus yefterday to fhew me, and I fend it to 
have one made by it, firft, for the curiofity of 
this maggotty invention ; fecondly, for the ufe 
of it, when it is in the Ihape of a reading-defk: 
I faw him take his boots off wjth it with eafe ; 
and I believe it is equally good, as a lemon- 
fqueezer. I think a place might be contrived 
to let in a fmall ink-bottle and a pen : but 
as it was invented by 7i General^ that iitcnfil 
gave place to others more immediately neceflary 
to his profeffion. 

But now for Egotifm (for you aflc after me,* 
and muft be obeyed) : I have never been below 
ftairs fince I wrote to you laft, and never but 
once fince I faw you, and that was fo long ago 
as New-year's -day, when I went down, for a 
very few dull hours j and have been ill fince; 
hut am now pretty well ; and my lower rooms 
have had fires made in them fome days, by way^ 
of preparing them. for the reception of my per- 
fon, which moves but flowly towards them; 
though I believe I fhall go down the ladder, if 
any charitable perfon comes to receive me at 
the ^bottom. I expefted it would have beea 
Mrs. Davies with her Mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Bartlet, for whom I offered to fend my 
chaife to-morrow ; but they choofe to defer 
their vifit one or two days. As to Mrs; Holy- 
Y 4 oak, 
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mk, ifho ff,^ a V9ry cbearfyl neighbour, ^ 
has nrvcr been her? fince the death of her fc- 
fOD^ ^n (whofc dc^b, by the w^j, is rathe? 
gpocl th^ iU fOTtune to hi$ family) ;, jind Mr. 
{iolyoak h^ bee|i h^re but once, thoiigh it i^ 
^bove fi¥ weeks agp'j ^d Mife Molly liyes a( 
Worcefter--^Mr. AUen is dead-rrrMr. Bradley 
hu b«cm at Lcmdon, but called on me yefter- 
<3ay; asr did Dr. Wall ot\ Sunday, w^p tellsi 
1^ >. tsirtxpik^-rpa^ i^ to be made (by an A&, 
of Parliament promoted by Sir* Gep^g^ Lytfel- 
$on) from StQurbridge to Brp^i^rpve ; and, . 
by Lord Plymouth's defir^^ on to f^cn^ ^ 
to Crafabs Crofa ; which laft place is but (ixi 
utiles off; smd from it qne enters ^pon |^ 
Ridgev¥«y. You fee hovy | ftudy ihe topch 
graphy of the country, and 9l\ \n Qff4fr t^. 
iacilitate tfa^ ^(greeable yiiits I p^A^b axi^y^]! 
^ make ta th^ JL<f afowes. You, who do iH>t tr^vel^ 
with ftJiW-wbfselpd vehicles, want not fuch Mp^s 
Why th«n fomc you not ? Pray gnfwer, £ ctfme^ 
and be as gQp4 ^ your yiord; It is true the in^ 
yijf^tion if njwcenaryj^ and nothing a« yet makea, 
Barrells a. d^firable r^fidence : the Aviary i^^ 
Ul^peopled, ^e Garden produces only fnpw^< 
cJe€5)S4 crpc^fes, Sifc. ar^d aljl the melody of the 
Grot?e ia the vqic^ of rooks ; but feeing th^m 
build (which ^ey hay^p ^^U9 t9 do) i^troduce^ 

Spring, 
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Spring, OF at le&ft the hq^es of it$ qukk ^ 
peaFance, ^ it is approstclung fo Miii>ii>»NcKC 
week Mrs. Davies i^^U b? here, who, when 
|he is in fpif it^ herfelf* enlivens others : coovft 
t^n and partrfee of her gaiety, as I (hall have 
nothing eUe fo gopd to ofi)^r you } for at preftn^ 
I am acquainted only with finoaky ehin^nies, 
fmd various kinds of bad w^^ther, which, for 
want of company, n^akoa me lead direftly the 
life of a dorm&ufe.^mI fkall certainly grow to 
my chair, gr hecomp lethargic, if my friends 
do not take coippaflioii on me. A3 to my only 
near neighbouri, | give up the thought of e^-* 
pe<5bing it ; fo^r I neither fee nor hear any thing 
from them, hut by their feryant-boy, who 
comeii regularly three timea a we?]^ to defir^ 
the NewsTpapcp. 

Aurefie^ (according to the French phri^fe) I 
fend you to read Mademoifelle de Maint^non's 
jLetters in the original : you fliall fee the Eng*;i 
lilh trapflation, if you pleafe ; but the ftile in 
French is as good as the fenfe, which is % 
double profit to the reader. I alfo fend (but 
with fome reluftance, bccaufe I have fcrawled 
family things \r\, the margin \ which I do npt 
intend any (hould fee, bqt fuch a friend as 
you) the Life pf Lor4 Bojingbroke, which 

interefts 
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intcrefts me, as he was my Brother : perhaps 
it msty not intereft you •, in which cafe you 
kecdnoc read it. — ^Neither Poetry nor Plays have 
approached me of a long feafon, and news I 
kajrn only from the worft hands, viz. the 
news-paper writers. My correfpondcnts are few : 
the Duchefs of Somerfet is too much retired 
to hQar of what pafies, and is too much wrapt 
^p in religious and moral refle&ions to admit' 
of other fubjcfts in her letters.— Sir William 
Meredith gnd his Sifters are not yet arrived at 
Loodoo^ Sir Peter Soame lives almoft always 
ii^ the country ; and Outing is too lazy to 
write a line more than he is obliged to, Happy 
would you be if I were fo too, who have wrote 
fb much, that there is room for no more,, but 
|hat I am, with unfafhionable fmcerity. 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH, ' 



LETTER 
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LETTER XCIII. 

From my Smoaky Roomy on thiy 
Firft Day of Aprils 1753. 

BE it known that I am angry : I would even 
fay very angry, but that you woyld no? 
believe, fince I write and fend to the perfqii who 
has offended me ; meaning, dear Sir, your 
identical felf, who have neither anfwerc;4 my 
laft ^ letter, nor come to yifit .my . Hermitage, 
though preflingly invited. I offered you Mrs., 
Davies's company, as being. more chearful than, 
my own ; but. flie is gone (after a .qiopth's 
ftay) : fo now it is incumbent vpon yQU to do 
penance here on this fpot to atone for your 
paft fault : and penance it will be, as I ^m qpife 
alone in this dull habitation. But remember 
it is. Lent, and the vifit will be a meritorious 
adion. As to my own merit, (if any there 
be in retirement) it will all be loft; for fuch 
agreeable company and converfation will turn. 
Lent into a feftiyal 5 but let it do fo, I will 
run the rifle of the punilhmenf, if you, Sir, wil|, 
ijiake the pilgrimage. , At this feafon me- 
iJiinks my Shf ubbery ought to invite you 5 but 
19 tf 
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to myfdf it is unknown ; and all the intelli* 
gence I have from it is by a few fnowdrops 
and pofy^thufes, which aro daily fent as ambail 
fadors into my chamber, tied up in a nofegay^ 
but in no ways inviting, though joined with 
the kind laureftinus, who is indded a friend in 
diftre/Sj (as you called him) and is moft wel- 
come in winter i but I could atmoft wiih to 
have him out of fight, and even the .^^Vs fweet 
note out ^ hearing, as chey rmiind me of diQ 
melancholy winter that ia fparcely paft; and 
nothing agr^able as y^l denotes approaching 
Spring, t fet Mrs. Da^^ to tranftribe the 
Green Book^ afid began it myfelf : it was not 
quite finilhed, fo ihe carric4 i< to Stmfordii 
hut it is fafe, and aln^oft done, and you {hall 
have the c^y, 9^ where are the pretty 
paintings I was to havn ? You fee how 
covetous I am, and h6w a little received 
makes me grafp ^t more : b\^ as coyetoulheii 
is infatiabk, fo is your fuad cf fupplying it; 
incxhauftible. 

I expcfi: Sir WilK^m Meredith fopn, whc| 
will i hope tell me news, or bring me new 
things to read ; all whith is uncertain 5 in th? 
mean time, I have read the Gamejkr and th^ 
Brothers^ and a book called Manners. As ta 
the Gamejierj you have ufldoybtcdly read it; 

it; 
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ll is Mi it iS^v» te»i^ tthd feems adapted t» 
do good, ^kh I t>iei»rt4ly Wifh it m^f ^ but 
it id tmteh ii|>6h a fd^t^ wujii <^»rg7 jB^nv^ 
t0i?;j?; ahd m tn^ l^kid^ t6fe )im>it)e'a generoa 
Iky and giMd hatnie k i-acher ov^erftr^imd : i>uC 
^fofe \rlii> ipaitic for lixe ftage cnuft dmw largcSr 
tliiaii liftv Ulit ffior^iri I liare aifo i«>4, and 
Mittve ic u> be a wdl-^wrate piece ; but ai^ it ia 
pmtf^ )rou 4ME« tlie brid jadge. I find it is Iiked» 
jtfid^ I diitky wxk reafoB. The Bricklay^r'a 
pwforinintje a a luxprMng oM in hia^ and 
kds W be f\iive infimcely mote fpii^it tliaA tke 
oihdr €tt^;i!d|r oaUed aifo fie EaH cfEJfw \ bat 
i 4iei?et tiQs fMid of the fab^« Astkefefrfay^ 
Will Mli b«it # coimr <tf my fer^ajtc't pe^^ 
I fend, ehcnit diottgh n^ell pek*fuaded ^la «\»0; 
ka^ le«fd ttei^i but be cm eafify briAg tbeiti 
back. With them ^s Volc^re'a IM|ieA€e of 
Jhy SNyrtief iolBngbreds^ LetrtKi-s, ^re^ 

INil your ^mm SSstim yo« the tittle jack &r 
iMMs^ oifd iiftl vbe ai^afiom f If k i$ at 
fi&n»n^kan t» be iJofrnd for lors Ji^h may 
aik after it; for I order him to vtXfm^ thai 
«my «idi 4i.€omplctncitt to icjiy nlMwn'Cit^tain 
SMMtt^ld, iA^ k ({oarteicd tbese, lutd wba^ 
lay kiM^ «4€k Mtr. |ohii Jteynakk a tre«k ^pt 
^ \&r Lord Somenrile's ildeji Soa I mean ; he 

whom 
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whom you may perchafice have ieen at Edftone i 
he longs to fee the Lealbwes, Md has almoft 
as many good qualities as that place has beau- 
ties. I find yont Beauty Lady. Diana Egerton 
is married, but not to the lover I faw her with 
the kfft feafon that I was at Bath.— Mn Outing 
hi I believe, at London; in Chirks Court ; but 
Hot an ^ctio fpeaks his name to the, nor does 
a poftbby bring a line from him. I would 
leave him to his contemplations or his qon- 
occupatiobs, had not fome particular bufinefs^ 
urged by LordLuxborough, obliged me ta 
wtitei to convey a letter from the latter to him; 
fo there are hopes that'wc Ihall hear once more 
of him, and even fcom him^ »but I will not 
anfwfer for it. Jack ReynaWs fsiys^'^* to be 
*' fure he is going ta bcf mafried tO: his friend 
** Captain Swete's rich widow*'* 

How does Mr. Greaves and his agreeable 
Wife? My query is not interefted;/ though 
I confefs r wifh for the pretty polyanthus root 
I faw there, which Mrs. Greaves poUtely of- 
fered me. 

Alas ! will no Chrtftian be (b charitable as 
to beftow one fingle pen capable ofwrit'iag, 
upon a deftitute fcribe? N(»! then facieweli 

in 
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in the iriol^ laconic ftile, for I can write no 
more than 

Yours, &c. &c. 

H. LuXBOROUGHi 
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DEAR S I R9 Barrells^ May iiih, I7S3« 

yO U may be certain that I have been ill, 
fince you have not h^d a- ktter from tnt 
fif fo long a time; for, lifext to COffyerfing 
with you, notlung pleafes me fo m^C^a fcot- 
refponding with you by letter. • Wfien Mr. 
Fixell was laft here, I was fa little able to anfwer 
the obliging letter you Wrote by* him', thait I 
could not fo much as fee him ; for I was in 
bed all day; I fhould have rejoiced to have 
contributed towards his Son^s fuccefs, in 
what he dcfired to obtain at Stratford ; but 
unfortunately I have no intereft there : Mrs. 
, Kendall gone to Lord Exeter's, and Mrs. Davies 
gone to London,— 10 whom could I apply? 
(for Mr. Pay ton he was fure of before, as well 
as of Mr. Kendrick) yet I did venture. to write 

to 



Sjfi XADT LUXFOROUGH^s 

to Mr. Bi%hain aid Mrs. Biuttet : ttie fofmar 

was from home, but has lince fent CM the lA- 
clofed anfwer ; and Mrs. Davies kas alfo wrote 
me a line about it, which I inclofe. I advifed 
with Mr, John Reynalds about the aflfair, whp 
faid there was no way ha knew of, but for 
Mr. PixeU» the Father^ to go and canvafs, and 
get nine or ten Aldermen together and make 
them drunk, and confequently they would be 
friends t& his Som--lt is too ttxtt tkut this 
kind of proceeding prevails in England much 
former thM MOtit;. 

I fiad ^our neighbours and mm etto ftadi 
other, Sr Md e9cef^l mr^md eatmfe / and we 
flio ieoAcr obey hnt we get cdd^ aod becoite 
ificapable of evtea taking the air and txetctSc 
which the houfe ahd gardms afibrd. . I tm 
iwft I find it (b^ fdr though I itt better M 
heiddli, I have fuch « vjoknc pifin in tetf facie 
«nd teeth, diat I can gtt 0a (kep^ iK>r iffi^ 
myfelf to any thing. This^ added to nny lew* 
nefs of fpirits, will certainly infpire me with 
very hr^bi tbaugbts to adorn my letter I but if 
dulnefs is my lot, I cannot help it, and you 
are too candid not to pardon me, thov|gh I 
!numb you with it. 

I fent my hodes to London laft Wedneida^ 
to fetch Mrs. Davies and my new ,poft-chanot« 

I exped 
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. ' I e^pc& to fee them on Monday at fartheft, 
' and then will take from her the copies fhe has 
wrote out pf your Green Book, which fhe 
locked up at Stratford before (he went her 
journey. Your other Green Book is a curiofity 
more worthy Dean Lyttelton 5 but is far from 
diminifliing my real value for the unadorned, 
unembellifhed, un-illuminated Green Book, 
which you allow ijme to call my own.— -But to 
return to the laft Green Book : I muft fay , it is 
beautifully illuminated, and the gilding is, in 
my mind, furprizingly well laid on ; and as to 
the price, you muft have paid the man with 
indulgences -, for the money you gave is in 
no ways adequate to the value. I never faw 
but one like it, and it is the property of Sir 
William Meredith, whofe merit you extol in 
fix as elegant lines as I ever read. I want to 
fee the whole copy of verfcs complete ; and I 
much want to fee you two here together. If I 
h^ve not that fatisfadlion, the fault will be 
yours.— I expeft him foon. He is at Wi- 
gaa in Lancafliire, making intereft to be cho- 
fen Member of Parliament : his Sifters are at 
London in a new houfe he has taken, except 
the Countefs Ferrers, who is already gone out 
of town, and I believe was there but a few 
weeks. 

Z I con- 



L. 
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I congratulate you upon Mr. Hylton's be- 
coming your neighbour : he fecmed to me of a 
gentle difpofition, and capable of being a good 
friend, as well as defirous of becoming one by 
his obliging behaviour.— Your correfpondence 
with Lord Dudfcy fcannot be otherwife than 
^amufing and inftruftive; for you f^y you feldom 
write to him^ and never bear from Inm. I ima-^ 
gine the cafe is much the fame between you and 
Outing •, from whom I hear occafionally, but 
'^ feldom i and fcarcely ever but upon bufinefs. 
Mr. Reynalds tells me he ftill coniplains of his 
pupil, who is not yet gone to fca.— -The two 
Captains Somervilc are at Litchfield on ac- 
count of the Review. 

P. S. The Moralities and Crito 1 fend back : 
the former is certainly /r/V<?-iflimo -, the latter 
is the reverfe. I have read with pleafure the 
new Tranflation from Solez of the Conque:ft ot 
Mexico, correfted by Mr. Hook, Author of 
the Roman Hiftory ; and find it fees that event 
in a new light by the old author, and in much 
newer and better language than we have ever 
fcen it before, by means of the new tranflation. 
—What ypu fay of Mademoifelle Maintenon's 
Letters is perfeftly true •, but I xould not have 
known how to fay it, though I felt it \ lb little 

of 
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of a critic. am I; and yet I think I cpuld cri- 
ticize upon her fentiments, which, whea com- 
pared with her adliqns, feem not a little hypo- 
critical. We fhall fee her Life in print 
fliortly, and then we may judge better, if it is 
wrote fairly, 

I juft now have fent for the learned M-. tJumej 
my Gardener, to confult about your hot-bed 
for melons. He aflures me it is too late to 
aim at having any this year; but will dire6b 
your man how to proceed againft the nexU Had 
you wrote about it in your laft letter, I could not 
only have affifted you with advice, but alfo 
with Teeds and plants. — I ' have exceeding fine 
anemqnies, but the Gardener fays they wilj 
die long before they get to you ; other- 
wife you fhould have had a pofie to wear on 
your Ireajl,"^ am promifed a cornel tree ; but 
mufl: wait till September. 

I could laugh (if you would forgive it) at 
you and your apothecary ; the one fears the 
fteeple will fall on his he^d, ' and therefore 
dreads the found of the bells : the other lives 
a rtiile or two off, and gives ihoney to have' 
thofe bells made harmonious, though he cannot 
hear them : the latter has to be fure a more 
public fpirit, and the other a more prudential 
one, according to the felf-interefted fcheme of 
* Z 2 " things. 
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things. Upon the whole, I vote fot no bells 
ringing when Lord Dudley comes into the 
country, but thofe pretty ones I was fo fond 
of hearing in your hall ; and methinks I would 
go and join chorus, 

'< Down with yoor Caps to the Ground* Boys :*^ 

but firft. Sir, be pleafed to come here, and fee 
the fpontaneous beauties of my Coppice ; for 
you never come till they have run their race, 
and are no more. In Ihort, if you will not come 
foon, I will not go to the Lcafowes at all. By 
the way in which you take this threat, h (hall 
know if you choofe my company.— Be fo good 
as to let my Gardener fee Lord Dudley's Green- 
Houfe and Hot-Houfes: he begged leave to 
fee the Leafowes ; and as you had afked him, 
I could not well rcfufe. 

Your idea of the ink-ftand*s preventing the 
new machine from being ufeful as a pair of 
breeches, made me laugh (though alone) fo 
loud, that Lane heard me. She prefents her 
rcfpcfts, and I my affedtionate compliments. 

H# LUXBOROUGH. 
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Dear SIR^ Barrclls, 1011023-4,1753. 

YOUR two letters arriving almoft in the 
fame minute, roufed me in fome mea- 
fure out of the lethargic difpolition, or rather 
the heavy ftupefaftion I have been oppreffed 
with fome time, notwithftanding what I have 
fuffered, and do fufFer, by a violent pain in my 
face and teeth, enough tp have given fpirits, 
though not by an agreeable method ; wherea? 
mine are as dejected as you can poffibly ima- 
gine; and I fee no immediate reafon to hope 
their fpeedy amendriient. 

I very feldom have vifited my Shrubbery j 
and have then bcejn obliged to be often fup* 
ported, or to fit down: and as to my new 
chaife, (which is a chariot, or rather a landau- 
let, only drawn as a pofl>chaife) I have been 
in it but twice, and then forced in. The laft 
time was only to Oldbarrow, about four days 
ago, and have not recovered the fatigue yet, 
nor been down flairs but once. This grim 
defcription of myfelf will not recommend me 
Z 3 as 
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as a companion or a correfpondent ; but I am 
equally a friend; for niy fentiments, thank 
God, are not infefted, though my fpifits and 
body fufFer. I am forry you are inclinable 
to fuch dejeftion^ which I khow fo well how 
to pity : but hope you will fhake it off with 
more cafe, and that I fhall fee you brilk 
and bonny at this place ere long, with your 
good and agreeable Friend, 

I will not fail to fend ycftir packet to the 
Duchefs of Somerfet, and to obey all your 
conimands ; but it is too big for the poft.— •! 
have read the Ode, ahd think it can receive no 
amendment. 

i underftand that Mr. Bylion and Mifs 
Rock both cornc down with Lord Dudley, and 

that Mifs L — is jealous of Mifs R , who 

it feems is very pretty ; and that they are to 
ftpp in Buckinghamfhire, in their way. 

The plural number concerning letters, in the 
firft line of mine, may puzzle you ; but means 
the letter you fent me to-day by trutty Thomas, 
^ alfo that yoii wrote (in part to me) to Mrs. 
Davies, dated the gth, which fhe fent for my 
perufal.jufl; before your feryant came in ; and 
it rejoiced me to find you had remembered, 
when I feared the contrary. I have never feen 
\ 7 her 
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her fince her return from London, but for 
about fix days. She pleads ^uch company 
and occupation at Stratford. In fhort, I am 
as defolate as Robinfon Crufoe, even when he 
had not his man Friday. 

Being really too weak to finifh copying the 
Green Book, I fend as far as Mrs. Davies 
wrote, and the titles of the remainder. 

The notion of a turnpike pleafes me much, 
hoping it facilitates the way to the Leafowes : 
but you flxould have gone to Hagley. I preach, 
you find; but how do I pradtife? Helas!— 
Lady Plymouth, Lady Archer, &c. are in the 
neighbourhood, and I in my chimney-corner. 

I wifh I could fee Mrs. DonoUy's Accufation, 
and Mr. Outing's Vindication, in a Maga< 
zine. / 

Adieu. So bad a pen, fo bad a head, fb. 
bad fpirits, ought not to trouble you longer: 
yet, under all thefc diftrefles, you will ever 
find me * 

Your mofi: faithful 

and obliged friend 
and humble fervant, 
Z 4 H. Luxborough; 
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Upon fccond thoughts, I have defired your 
man to carry the little machine to the Lea- 
fowes, as you may be curious to fee it ^ from 
whence he can convey it to Mr. Cotterell at 
Birmingham, defiring him to make me one as 
foon as poflible, and to make the joint go 
quite eafy, which, by falfe workmanlhip, this 
model does not. - If an ink-horn and pen 
could be introduced, it would do well, and the 
whole (houW be lighter. 
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DEAR SIR, \ Barrells, September i zth, 1 755. 

AS you kindly exprefs a defire to hear 
from me, I imagine one or two lines 
from my own hand will be more fatisfaftory 
than more lines by the hand of any other perfon. 
I therefore tell you myfelf, that I am tolerably 
well ; I might fay very well, if I had more 
ftrensth j but that nervous diforder, which has 
long afFcfted my fpirits, and which affefted my 
lirnbs (particularly my hands) when at Bath^ 
i3 defcendcd to my legs, which have been 

much 
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much fwelled about the ancles, and niade me 
and my friends apprehend the confequence, 
as they pitted a good deal ; but they are 
now fallen, and I can walk pretty well alone 
in a room; but muft ftill be lifted off my 
chair, and into my landaulet, in which J g^ 
three or four mileis in a day for the air, and 
back again, without going into any houfe ; and 
I lay ftill below ftairs. The worft.effeft of. ^ 
all thefe complaints is my being deprived of 
the pleafure of ranging over the charming Lea- 
fowes all day, and of enjoying your converfa* 
tion there ; but, left you fhould tl>ink me worfe 
than I am, I muft tell you that I am juft come 
into the houfe from the Symmer-houfe, where 
I drank tea with Mrs. Bartlet, Mrs. Davies, 
Mr. Holyoak, and Mr. John Reynalds: the 
two latter we have left at bowls by tnoon-light, 
I wa$ led up the flopes, but walk on plain 
ground ; fo that it is plain I mend } and next 
time I write to you> I think to do it with my 
foot; ,for that cannot perform worfe than my 
hand and pen do at prefent. 

1 think the inundation of fine company you 
have had at the Leafowes muft have been an 
additional ornament to that charming place ; 
and the place muft have given them real plea- 
fure, as they are people of tafte.— All the 

beauty 
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betucy Mifs Banks may boaft of, cannot have 
effaced the opher beauties which your Grove 
prefcnted to your company, and which winter 
Ims fpared as yet; but beware of what im- 
preflion her charms may have made upon your 
heiirt, if they gained admittance there, as is 
kated : but pray who is the faid Lady, and 
where does the enchantrefs dwell ? 

Adieu. The fupper-bell caUs ; the company 
waits. I refolve to endeavour to follow your 
^ood advice whilft the weather is tolerable ^ 
4Uid am in all feafons 

Your moft obliged 

and faithful fervant^ 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I wait impatiently for the letter you pro- 
mife me from Mr. Hylton.— My compliments^ 
pray, to Lord Dudley, &c. &c. 
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DEAR SIR^ September I tth at Night, 1755* 

EVERY inftance of your partial friendfhip 
gives me a pleafure, which would be per- 
fed, was it not attended by the confcioufnefs 
of not meriting that partiality which I am 
proud of. This refleftion humbles me; and 
I muft own that what you call hrigbtnefs in 
me, is only borrowed, as that of the moon; 
and is owing to your neighbourhood, and even ' 
to your correfpondence ; which when I am 
deprived of, I remain a dull inanimate lump.— • 
Your concern for my health fliews your goo4 
nature ; which I ought to repay by following; 
your advice : but the weather often obftrufts 
my performances in my poft-chaife, which I 
think were to be very frequent, according to 
your prefcription and Sir Peter Soame's ; but I 
go frequently as far as my neighbour Mrs. 
Bradley's, who is not able to come to me at 
prefent, being near lying-in. As to my vifit 
to the Leafowes, I want neither your perfua* 
fions, nor Dn Wall's advice, to induce me to 
it; my own inclination biaffing me that way 

more 
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more thao any bribe could biafs a mercenary 
voter at an eleftion ; fo that a fun-lhiny week, 
a continuance of my prefent degree of health, 
^d a little tetter ufe of my legs, would cer- 
tainly fuffer me to be attrafted by the charms 
of the renowned Leafowes^ whofe_ power draws 
Beaux, Belles, Poets, Senators, &c. to pay ho- 
mage to them. Glad I am that fo much good 
tafte is left in our nation; and proud I am 
that I had juft enough to difcover its beauties 
before it had received the benefit of the jpolilh- 
ing you have fmce beftowcd upon it. Na- 
ture and you went hand in hand to perfeft it. 
Nature will perfift in her work. — Pray do not 
you be idle, but let the applaufe 6f the polite 
encourage you. Nay, let Mifs Peggy B — ^ks*s 
joo,ooo/. caft in a mite to embellilh what you 
have fo well begun, and fo near accomplifhed. 
Where do you filh for thefe Golden Ladies^ 
whofe merit outweighs their purfe ? I wifli 
you fuch a partner for life, ualefs celibacy be 
your choice. The Lady (who is a ftranger to 
me) little thinks how much Ihe is obliged to 
me. 

Though you have not anfwered Mrs. Davies's 
letter, fhe, to fhew that (he bears no gall, 
fends you her beft compliments ; and is 'numb- 
ing her fingers to tranfcribe a few lilies rnore 

of 
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of. your Green Book, to fend you by trufty 
Tom, with a melon, which my Gardener does 
not boaft of, but we hope it may prove eat- 
• able. Had he any better, they fhould be laid 
at your feet by his good will, as well as mine. 

I wifh my pen could keep pace with my 
thoughts ', your letter would be anfwered more 
fully ; but you know my hands and legs have 
not been of late famous for agility : yet you 
encourage me greatly as to one of my inabi- 
lities, by telling me that moft of your vifitants 
are miferable walkers j and I Ihall plume myfelf 
with the remembrance of having been a better 
one not long fince, which enabled me to par- 
take of the diftant as well as of the near pro- 
lpe6ts of your farm, and will again reftore me, 
as I hope, to that of vifiting every corner of 
your Grove at leaft : the other wood might be 
too afpiring ; fo I dare not mention it, but 
Ihall admire it with uplifted eyes. 

Now for the Eleftion. As to the particular 
anfwer to every point which I could have 
wiftied to fend you, I muft be deficient tOr 
night. You fent late. I am ignorant fo much 
as of Mr. Coventry's friends or his enemies. I 
will fpeak to the Oldbarrow people to found 
them to-morrow, and will write and fend to you 
itbout Thurfday, with all the intelligence I can 

get : 
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get: but alas! the - intelligence you may ex- 
pedt from an Hermitefs, you could not fell for 
half a nut-fhell. 

I am greatly obliged to Sir Geprgc Lyttelton 
for his enquiry after my health 5 j^nd th? mocc 
fo, as I always had the grcateft refpefl: for 
him. 

As for you. Sir, you want not, I hope, 
frelh affurances of my friendJhip^ and for 
proofs of it, let but fortune put it in my 
power, and do you command as haftily as you 
pleafe, you fliall be Qbpyed by 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LVXBOROVGH. 



LETTER XCVIIL 

DEAR SIR, . Barbells, September lyib, 175 }• 

WHEN your fervant was laft here, I 
could not fend you a pofitive anfwcr, 
nor indeed any anfwer about the Oldharrow 
Voters for the county of Worcefter 5 for indeed 
I Jive fo much retired, that I am feldom in- 
formed 



1 
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formed of what paflfes but by the news-papers^' 
which I think have not mentioned that elec^ 
tion. Ever fince I received yours, I have been 
anxious to enquire who were the voters in my 
neighbourhood, that I might have an oppor- 
tunity of obliging you ; as alfo Lord Dudley 
and Sir George Lyttelton; for both which I 
have the greateft regard and efteem. By mean$ 
of Mr. Holyoak I got fome names of freehold- 
ers, with whom both he and I will ufe our 
intereft in favour of Mr. Coventry. If you 
know of any befides thofe named in this lift, 
be pleafed to fend me their names. ^ Lord 
Arcber made me a vifit to-day : I Ipoke to 
him upon this affair, and found that he and 
Lx>rd Plymouth were in the intereft of Mr. 
Coventry as ftrongly as we could wifli -, how- 
ever, I gave him, by his own delire, the inclofed 
little lift which I got from Mr. Holyoak. As 
to Mr. Packwood, Lord Archer and we fup- 
pofe' him to be engaged on the other fide. 
There are voters who live at Tan worth: I 
make no doubt but Lord Archer fecures them, 
as he appears to be zealous in the caufe. 

Mr. Holyoak defircs his compliments to 
you, and fays he is wholly at your fervicc for 
whatever intereft he can niake : and you give 
me pleafure by affording me an occafion of 

proving 
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proving to you the fincerity with which I al* 
ways profefs myfelf. Dear Sir, 
Your obliged and mod 

humble fervant and friend, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 

N. B. Lord Luxborough has an eftate at 
Qldbarrow, which he bought of Mr. Thomas 
Holyoak, deceafed. 



LETTER XCIX- 

DEAR SIR, BarreUa, November i2thf 17;^ 

IC A N N O T forbear reflcfting upon your 
kindnefs to your friends in gener^^ and to 
me in particular. Your obliging letter came 
juft apropos to rouzc me from an unpleafing, in* 
aftivc, and worfe than lethargic ftate of body 5 
for as to my mind, it is ever waking and intent 
\ipon my friends ; nor do they lofe one fcruple 
of the regard I owe them, by my not exprefling 
it with my pen 5 nor do they lofe an inftant of 
pleafure by my filence ; for what can I fay to 
pleafc, who hear nothing to pleafe myfelf? But 
no more of this.— Be aflured niy friendfh^ 

retains 
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tctains its full weight, 'and is neither ejirdnged 
from you, nor in the leaft diminilhed. Your 
merit and my efteem fecure it yours. 

I am stfhamed of myfclf when I name your 
Ode. I am guilty, I confefej of having de- 
prived Her Grace/ of it long -, but I am alfo 
k innocent of any artifice in my feeming negleft i 
only I did not nicet with any body I could 
truft with it that was goii^ towards Her 
Grace's habitation, apd the little book was too 
big and heavy for a frank $ but at laft I have 
fent it, and hope to give you her anfwer about 
Dodfley's printing it ere long.^ and in the 
mean time flatter myfelf no falfe edition by 
piracy, &:c. can happen to be publilhcd: be 
that as it will, I &all take the blame upon 
myfelf for my delay, and fhall excufe you to 
my Friend the Duchefs of Somerfet ; who is 
too benign to accufe us, as (he muft know 
wc mean her well; and I do not doubt but 
Ihe will permit Dodfley to print it, and that 
with pleafure. You was kind in contributing 
fomething of Mr. Whiftler's and Mr. Graves's 
to his Mifcellanies : Would I were capable of , 
adding a line to them worth reading ! but I 
am no Poetefs : if I was, the Leafowes and its 
Owner fliould ftill be my theme. 
Mrs. Davies has left me to horrid foUtude ; 
A a but 
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but has left the reft of your Poems, whiclt 
I inclofe. You will, methinks, ' ftare at the 
epithet horrid which I have anoexcd to y^///«^ *, ' 
as that, ufcd to pleaie me, and be called fweet 
at leaft: but changes of one kind bring* 
on changes of another, even without bang 
owing to ficklenefsj as my life has proved to 
me J yet my taftes are the fame ; and I had 
rather now deck;,a rural bower than glitter on 
a birthnight at court: but as- we are all made ' 
fdt fociety, the lofs of neighbours and of 
likibs, make thefe bowers morfe irkfome than 
irfviting* I am, however, much better in 
health and limbs than when yoii faw me, aild • 
d^ not dcfpair of meafuring your 'walks once 
niore at leaft with my fteps : provided you 
come in the mean time to do thefame to mine; ' 
why not ? Winter is your feafoh of appearing : 
theLeafowes has too many charms, and attrafts 
too good company to be left in Summer : but 
our country hearts and hearths may be as 
honeft, pert, and jovial, as any your parifliion- 
crs can afford you ; and at more we fhall not 
^pirc— -Come clfe" and fee. Outing will be 
here foon, I fuppofe ; for the roads of the Vale 
of Evclham frighten him from the thoughts 
of coming from Somervile's Afton hither, when 
they are at -^thcr worft. Parfon Hoiyoak went 
— - with 



ipvith him thither, arid ftaid a few days ; and 
alfo went to Hcwell with him^ where (according 
to die news-paper's phrafe) t^ey v^ere mftgra* 
tioujly riceived.-^Tht great Mn Weft of the 
Treafury fent his gardener tp-day to view^ my . 
fmall Gardctr*'and my Walks ; which I won- 
der a% as himfelf had Teen them before, and 
^uft know they would not teach or ferve as 
Examples to his fervartt. . 

I did not think of making more laji nbordsi 
but I cannot go to bed witltout congratulating 
you upon the polite company you have re-* 
teived at the Leafowes. I am vain methinks 
that what I fo much a^prpved when in its 
tradle, fhould become the refort and envy 
of the ieau ^nde^ in fpite of the roads and 
weather. 

I am glad you do Lord P I "-^ ^^^ s good na- 
ture and politenefs the juftice it delerves. I 
had a few lines from him and his Lady to-day ; 
Ihe is a deferving and amiable woman* I am 
glad you will advife as to their improvcriients 
without doors ; for they intend right as to 
the infide. Mais les pauvres etwirons refteront e»' 
defaut. The approach of the waters to the houfc 
will, I fear, produce more agues than good 
filh, or pleafant views to the place. I am 
much obliged to Sir George Lyttelton •, had I 
Aaa * j|pwer^ 
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jpower, he might 'command it, or you for 
him. 

i hear the oppofitlpn as J^ the Eledioo is 
ftoppcd, and hear it with pleafure. I envy you 
fome of your con|pany more than that of your 
antediluvian^ though Reverend, J^ed^ and that 
of your Gothic, thou^ modern, Miller.— I am 
glad Hagley is to ftand in a rational place^ as 
it has a rational mafter, and has k>ft its unra- 
tional controller, the late gardener of it. 

I cannot be forry Mr. Hylton has baukd 
his thoufand pounds back, or is fo to do. It 
is far better to haul his money, than zpertuifane^ 
or whatever elfe is the name of the tall thing 
they haul. As to the bottle^ and what was 
evtr the bottky you may aflure him I never 
ventured to let Mr. Ou— g fee it ; for what 
might have cnfued? No, Sir, I would not 
offend any vffiier in the King's troops. 

I am forry Lord Dudley's toe has hccn 
fo offended by his bed's footy of which he 
ihould be cautious for the futuie, as I fear 
the .damages would rather upon trial fall on 
*his Lordfhip than on that offender. I beg my^ 
bcft refpefts to his Lordihip. 

Parfon Holyoak, &c.' are your obedient fer- 
vants. Mrs Bradley is recovering from a 
dangerous lying-in i and Mrs. Davits is at 

prcfent 
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prefent with her. Farther than this my intel- 
ligence goeth not. I wonder you choofc a 
coriiefpondent of fo fmall a fhye of intelligence; 
fo barren a genius, and fach confined ideas as 
belong to her, who is with a more expanded 
hearty Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful 
^nd moft grateful humble fervant, 

H. LUXBQROUGH, 

Complimmts, pray, to all your neighbours 
who remember me. You would have the like 
froip hence, if nei^hboyrs I h^d, 
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Barr^lli, Monday Nigh^i November 26t]i, I753» 
PEAR SIR, , 

AN hour ago I received the inclofed from 
our Duchefs, and thought it; incumbent 
Upon me to let you fee it as foon as pofTiblei 
3nd haftened to fend it the rather left the 
direftion Her Grace had fifhed for twelve 
jnil^ 'off, might not be the true one^ and fb we 
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all might become the paftinic of poftmcn an4 
poftwomen :* for what has been may be 5 wl^ch 
the Lord avert ! 

You obferve the Duchefs forbids her name, 
or that of Fercy-t-odge, to be made public : I 
dare fay you will obey her orders. I am glad, 
for Dodfley's fake, and for many more reafons, 
that flie has not forbid printing the Poem. 

Your Governefs Mrs. Holyoak is here^. and 
defires, firft, her. humbleft compliments, and^ 
fccondly, enjoins her ftridteft ©trnmands that 
you leave your chimney-corner, fince all your 
fine company has left you- I join with her \ 
and though my merit is fmall, yet I am proud 
enough to defire the preference before your 
parifliioners, who are the perfons you feem tq 
|iavc chofen to-be your winter . companions, 
Mr- Holyoak is alfo here, who defires his beft 
compliments. Ouiing is at the Hofptahk Houfe^ 
Somervile's Afton ; and they are deferted by 
Sir Robert Cocks, who is gone to Bath. I 
would 9,ccompany this with fome entertaining 
ballad; elegy, or epithalamium j but where muft 
I find them ? Not in my own head, I am fure : 
fo you mpft expeft no poetry from me till the 
Henley bellman has gone his Chriftmas round \ 
and ere then I hope you will hear him utter his 
flbov^icks here^ 

Lord 
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' Lord Plymovuh's workmen .have left them 
^4^m habitable ^rQom till after Cferiftmas, (.no 
loiter) as his Lady writes me word.-^I h^ 
pot had the pleafure of receiving Mr. Hylton's 
intended epiftle j but am of opinion that his 
^•ftile does 'not Teqilire fo long a delay to make 
his correfpondence appear the more valqable. 
Let hini \^riteas he fpeaks, and his .letters will 
be agreeable to' fiie. 

What more have I to fay ? I tbink^ and 
^htnk in vaim'r^Ycs j I muft tell you, that I 
am fo much better than when you faw me, 
. that you would be furprifcd.—- My heart is- al- 
ways the fame ; that is, afFedionate towards 
my friends : judge thea whether J. can ceafc 
to be 

Your faithful friend 

and humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUCfH^ 

Send hack the Duchefs's letter, pray.-*-Mrfi. 
Davies is ftill at Mrs. Bradley's, as I hear.—? 
My compliments to all your good neighbours.— 
. perhaps Lord Dudley is gone to Parliament. 

I am glad my favourite room is honoured 

-by your books; and think the bed (as you 

have contrived it) no detriment to the elegance 

of it, though a confiderable convenience to the 

^flacc. A a ^* ^ H. L, 
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Mr. Hylton need not be afliamed to write 
to me : late pr early) 1 fhall be glad to keaf 
from him, 



■??r 



LETTER CL 

Sacrelk, Wednefiay Night. December iz^, 1753; 
DEAR SIR, 

THOUGH I undertake to write to you 
to-night, I do not know how my letter 
is to *be wafted to Birmingham, unlefs fome 
kind Sylph offers her fervicej the terreftrial 
meflengers not being able to travel, at leaft not 
in this country, where it fnows, rains, and 
freezes, not alternately, but at the fame time. Is 
that your cafe in Shropfhire ? If fo, I pity you ; 
but I think you and I, who have not much 
clfe to do, Ihould utter our lamentations to 
each other from the corners of the fame chim- 
ney. Sharing the burthen of winter would be 
leffening it to each of us. I cannot go to the 
Lcafowcs ; ergo you muft come to Barrells, or 
we cannot nieet. Is not this true reafoning? 
You will fay (and perhaps with truth) that it 

is 
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is like an invitation to a funeral ; which, I ant 
pef fuaded, is a compliment moft fcopjc wouk} 
be glad not to receive j but though it couU 
not entertain you to accept of fuch an invito^' 
tion, it would illuftrate your friendly qualities,' 
by affording you an opportunity of giving, 
rather than of receivings pleafure. The word 
fkafure reminds me that I have received a 
very agreeable epiftle from your Friend Mr^ 
Hylton, whofe lofs of a place a| Coyrt doc$ 
not feem to ft: heavy upon him. It is no lAore 
than I expefted from the good fenfe I pbferved 
in him. / 

. I return you the Duchefs of Somerfct*s letter^ 
and have methinks too long forborne fcoldii^ 
you for imagining Her Grace's meaning to be 
that you fhould not print your Poem upon 
Rural Tafte. On the contrary, flic js, I ai^i 
fure, proud of its being infcribed to her, though 
too baftxful, in her retirement, to choofe her name 
to be at the head of it ; yet well knowing wit|i 
inward fatisfadtion, that every body will know 
fixe is the Heroine of the piece, as much as one 
knows who was Waller's Saccharifla, without 
reading her real name at the top. Had pur 
Duchefs not intended you fheuld publifh it^ 
what need had (he to enjoin fiars or dajhes i^ 
. Head of hpr and of her habitation's hzm^% ? 
2 Da 
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Po not deprive the public of the pleafurc they 

would have in reading it, and do not deprive 

*Her Grace of the compliment you intended 

her, and which fo much feems to pleafe her, 

'both by the letters ihe writes to me as well as 

'to yourfelf about it. In anfwer to your 

' queftion, I can fincerely affure you, that I never 

*once thought of the Duchefs's refuial, nor do I 

ca}l it one now ^ and am certain fhe means no 

^lore than what fhe exprefles to you about 

fuppreffing her name ; fo that yaur vamtyy were 

it ever io great, woul^ not be really hurt by - 

this, which your imagination only deems a difap- 

^ointment. 

Your Verfes to Lady Plymouth (whofe name 
is Catherine) pleafe me greatly, and fhe as; 
greatly merits your praife. Your expreffion in 
the laft line ought to be far from difpleafing 
Juord Plymouth, and is, in my mind, more 
proper and more elegant than any feigned 
name you could give him. I cannot but fay I 
Ihould rather wiih the infcription, being to a 
Lady, had been in Englifti. Could not chat hare 
been, and yet Horace's Latin motto have been 
prefcrved ? but I am no critic, having neither 
,capacity nor inclination to'^be one-, fo that 
what I fay upon fuch fubjcfts fhould be wro!;q 
in fand. 

^ Icon, 
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I - congratulate Lord Dudley upon his goo4 

luck ; and wiih his good neighbour as profit* 

able a foundUfs to warm himfelf .by.; Be i 

known that foundlefs is a Warwickfliire word^ 

as I am told : in honour to the cx>unty I ufe it, 

pr (hould elfe have ftolen a word from the 

French, and have faid, une trouvaille^ for fuch 

is a coal-mine at any time ; and I fpeak of it 

the more feelingly nOw th^t I fit freezing, an4 

can fcarcely get a little coal for a great deal 

of money. Pray, fince your county ^rarries 

fuch profitable things in the bowels of the 

earth, ranfack them well, and let me hear that 

you have found fome mines or other : It is. i| • 

felfifli wifli ; for I am fure, if you had thofe 

pf Perd, your fticnds would (hate w?ch youj 

^nd were it only^ by viewing the ufe you 

would put them to, in making them fubfer- 

vient to your good tafte, they would aflbrd 

pleafure to all wiiu knew how to relifh the 

works of tafte ; and as to the mifers, let thet2% 

avaunt.— Your Governefs and I are parted by 

floods : and Deadings are no rnore, for this 

fealon at leaft ; but they will ftill live in veile, 

jf you employ your pen in their praife. 

Since you are fo favoured by Apollo and 
jhe Mufes, that you can dream in vcrfe, you 
plight not to be niggardly of them, I want to 
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fee what alterations Somnus or Morpheus have 
made ip the pretty lines you wrote here in the 
year 1747 : They would not cafily find what 
to mend. • 

Adiey* The wind blows 5 I fliiver ; my ink 
^zes I my pen wants mending ; fo again 

adieu* 

gipccreljr yours, 

H. LuXBOROVGHt' 



^^mmftg^ 



LETTER Pir, 

B«frtUf» S«t«rday,^I>ecember ijlbi 1753; 
DEAR $IR^ 

SOME malicious fiend or other I^as furely^ 
by way of Chriftmas gambol, entertained 
himfclf by refolving to m^rr our correfpond- 
cncf, and to thwart whatever you or I have 
innocently projefted for our amufemcnt : and 
what I lefs forgive is, that when I mean to Ihow 
my gratitude for your friendly ^attention upon 
all occafions, my letter is carried to London 
inftpacj of Birmingham. J wrote i; on Tuef- 

4zf 
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day or Wednesday laft, and Ittclofed the 
Duchcfs of Soinerfet*s, which yop had fcnt 
me to fee. The froft came, the floods fucccedcdj^ 
and nobody could go ; nor did I dare truft my 
fervant and horfe to the weather, and ftill left 
dared truft my letter to the curious Poft-Offiee 
at Birmingham: fo even changed the cover, 
put it in a frarik, and fent it to-cjlay to go 
through London to you ; and it was no*&oner 
gone paft recall/ but trufty Thomas brought 
your laft obliging and entertaining letter : but, 
far from anfwering it, as I defigned, I only 
muft (and that with difficulty) return you 
more and more thanks for the entertainment 
you afford me, both by your cpiftle, and by 
Mr. Graves's lively Fable, which I return now. . 
*— As to your Stanzas to Afteria, I am too 
proud of them, and too well pleafed with your 
addition and emendations, not to value and 
prefervc them with care both in my memory 
and in my beft pocket-book. If I had pre- 
fcrved Mr. Somervile's little Poems and Im- 
promptu's in as orderly a manner, I would 
have fcnt you a parcel to-night to pick out any 
you lik^d for Dodfley 5 but they are in a drawer 
intermbced fo with other papers, that to un- 
dertake to look them out now is impoffible: 

befides^ . 
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befides, I have - a fever fit upon me, ancf 
have not flcpt thefe two nights, and Iivd 
Upon wormwood draughts j which^ though 
wholelbme, . do. not Immediately I'eftdrc one 
to ftrength, or to one's ufual ftile or con- 
verfation. This is alfo the reafori I niuft defer 
for a pofi or two anfwering Mr. Hylton's polite 
letter ; which I hope he will forgive, whilft I 
implore my fever to leave my mind capable of 
defcrving, by my punftual anfwcrs, the letter? 
i am favoured with.— You will have mine I 
hope from London on Thurfday next.— Our 
^rvants had, better be. a little fatigued with' 
journies between the Leafowes and Barrells^ 
than we molefted with impertinent Poft-people^ 
imdplent or carelefs chance-mcflengers^ or idle 
drunken farmers, who. undertake to carry let- 
tiers they peyer think of aften-^Your own in- 
tended Mifcellany will be higher in my efteemt 
riian Dedfley's, if his are to be deprived of you^ 
Works, — I told you my thoughts about your' 
miftaking the Duchefs of Sonierfet's meaning,- 
as you will find in my travelling letter.-^I fhall 
be glad to f^c the, Agriculture of Dodfley ; and 
as to Sir Cbarks GrandifoHy only wait its being 
CQmplete, to fend for it. Mr. Hylton recom- 
lY)t^ds,it alfo. 
You had better harrafs yourfclf than your 

fervants^ 
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lefi^ants^ arid kt me fee you tBis Chriftmas at 
Barrells: I afked you before; I alk you now 
the third time. I will fend the flea you in^ 
tended for Mr, Hylton, to &tch you, I can 
fee Ti& longer ; wery letter feems double ; fp ' 
adfeu/ Excufc an invalid, who iir 

^ Your faithful fervant, 

H. LtrXBO&OUGHi : 
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J, . 

Barrells, Friday, December 2ift, 175}. 

A N Opportunity ofFering itfelf, dear Sir, of 
xV fending this letter to-tncNrrow to Birmingi - 
ham, I .refolved without hcfitation to write ; 
it J, being vain enough to believe my laft gave - 
ypu pain ; for I wrote it with a trembling hand 
and confufed head, and with a fever-fit upon- 
nic. I hope you .h.ave burnt it, and wiU think ? 
no more of it, but to the fever's pfaife j which - 
(caufipg me to fweat) has raifed my fpirits and ; 
fiippled my limbs j fo that I am born anew: • 
and, if I continue in my prefent ftate, make na , 
5|^ftion but I fliall fee the Leafowes in Spring. 

Itt 
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In the mean tlmo^ it is your. ta&, as a Friend^ 
to perfedt this cure by giving me your company 
at the deferted Barrelb ; which place droops 
iio#, but will rcvivt at your approach. You 
have ufed it to that fehTibility in winter^ fa 
that no other company will reftore it to its 
gaiety*— Let me know if you received yeftcr- 
day iiiy travelling letter from London. What 
iay you to my reproaches about your manner 
of conftruing the Duchefs's letter of thanks to 
you about your Poem ? 

As to the little fcriptions I have of Mr. So^ 
mervile's, they are for the moft part too trivial 
or too local for the prefs. Perhaps yOu or 
Jack Reynalds may have others : however, 
thofe I have you may perufe here, arid ufe them 
i difireticny as the French Recipes term it. 

Lord and Lady Plymouth are at Umberflade, 
where Lady Archer has again been dying. 
Some inward impoflhume has broke ; and fhe 
goes foon to Bath, hoping perhaps to prevent 
its gathering again.— Mrs. Davies came here 
a week ago to make a formal vifit, with Mrs. 
Kendall -, whofc vifit was an adieu before fiie 
quits the country, which will be this Chrift- 
mas, ftnr ^zr^.-— Some places and things have 
the quality of attradtion : poor Warwickfliire is 
endowed with the reverfc, or I would dcfire it 

to 
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fe.draw-you from Shropfliire: it ougbf to have, 
pride enough to attempt it; but I fear it. has. 
not merit enaugh to fucceed, unlefs your hii- 
mafiity brings you to my ceU.— I think I muft 
read Sir C. Grandifon in my own defence j for 1 
hear of him till I am tired. Let us read hint 
Hfere together. 'I TcmcmberHt ' heard *ib- much- 
in Tom Jones's praife, that when I read him, I 
hated him., I want to fee Hogarth's Analyfis of 
Beauty^ Mr) Outing's ufual difetofrnefi-prevent- 
ed my being a fubfcriber.— I fee nothing new.*-*- 
L'hopei now the Jew3? Aft j* repealed; fhe 
writers, who^ tormented us about i^ will efnplqjr 
their pens . oi\ fome more^ agpeeable ftibjei^ ^ 
No, alas!, it will be Eledipr^ :,for the thick 
air and, ale of England infpire fuch heavy fyb- 
jefts of conyerfation and debate j to furnilh 
which, Gentlemen ruin their eftates, inftead of 
epjoying them gayly ^nd hofpitably (yet po- 
iitely) i- which they do pot do, ^ though thejr 
talk of iqfte for ever ^ bu;: never feel it; 

I juft now perceive tfiat I am fpijining but 

lionfenfe and dulnefs to a great length ; fo bafteil 

to break the thread^ by ending niy tedious 

letter with the fincereft alfurance of my being, . 

Dear Sir^ Your moft faithful 

(though hot mod fprightly) 
friend and fervantj 

B b Hi LuxBOROuort* 



/ 
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P. S. May your Chriftmas be jovial, and 
your days long and happy ! 

Remark. This Letter is ^ volunteer. 
^ere. When dots trufty Thomas comte ? 



LETTER CIV. 

DEAR S I R» Bttrctlsr j^htatrf ioth» 17$^ 

WHETHER you are well or ill, alive 
or dead ? and whether you remember 
that you have a fincete Friend here, wh6 is 
impatient for the pleafure of your company^ 
and that you promifed to come here befwc 
this time ? are the queries I defire you to anfwer 
by the bearer, who goes to the Leafowes.on 
purpofc to -receive thofe anfwfers ; which I 
hope will folve my doubts, ^txA fet my mind at 
eafe. You are two letters in nny debt. 

The ckfe ofCbrifimas is furely come; for tfce 
tooks are buildings and confirm tht new fiyie\ 
yet you remain by your own fire-fide, regardlcfs of 
us abfent mortals, who regret the want of your 
company, and which you beftow perhaps upon 
your parilhioners ; for I imagine your neigh- 
bours 
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hours of higher rank have abandoned you^ as 
pu do us: I fay us^ but it is improperly that 
I write in the plural number ; for God knows 
I am a^^inifch alone as an^Jlermit^ Uk how- 
ever I fhali fee Mr. Outing, and, I believe^ Mr. 
J,J8£y^§;beff, tbkwc^k.^ srfaich will rather 
I imagine haften than retard yowr jouraey i^i- 
ther. Neither roads nor w^tej-s^ nof wind uw 
froft, piuft be mentioned by yoy, fince the^^. 
/;m Mr. Outing refolves to,enc;oun5cr thpfe 
toemies. J /fbrj jhough you do not wear a cock- 
ade in your hat, I believe you as couragegjyii 
as he. '\' ' '■ . ' ' '■ '^^^* ' 

' Adieu : I fay no more j for you wilj eomq 
and hear whatever I have to fay, if you ar^ a 
man of yoyr word 5 and you will take mine, J 
dare iay, when I aifurp yo.u that 'l am un^ 
feignedly 

Yoyr fiwthful and dDligcd feryant, 

H. XiUKBOROtmii. ' 

Thp compliments of the Oldbarrow family 
attend you.-^i bav? .li«d m icply as yet from 
Mf.JHylcpa. ;^ 
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. . ' BArrells, Friday* Febriury 8tbf 1754* 

DBAR SIR, 

WH E N I fent my fervant to the Lca- 
fowes, I was very well; when he re- 
turned, I had got a bad cold, cough, and fever.; 
When your fervant came here, I had loft the 
two latter complaints \ but was ftill too much 
out of order with, my cold and fore throaty to 
tie able to hold a pen, or. even to diftate; and 
have kept my bed feveral days fince thatj but 
am refolved to write now, though my, eyes 
fmart for it. Far better it is to fmart than to 
have even the appearance of ingratitude, or 
of negledling tbofe one profefies a friendfhip 
fqr. This is no florid excufe, but is the real 
opinion of me your culprit, who cannot fo 
well excufe myfelf for the impolitenefs of letting 
your fervant go • back -without the Duchefs of, 
Somerfct's letter, and Mr. Hylton's, which 
you had lent me to perufe ; but the forget* 
fulnefs proceeded from having company at 
cards, and talking round me. — ^Though I con- 
gratulated Mr. Hylton up5n his difappoint- 

ment 
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incnt in the affair he had; engaged in, and 
thought he had no great lofs in beuig deprived 
of the pkafure of carrying a battk-as ; yet I as 
fincerely rcgrft your having ^liffed the, oppor- 
tunity, which feemed to throw itfelf in your 
way, of executing a rtKHie agreeable office 
without toil^ and one both honourable^ and-at* 
tended with great conve^ierjcies to a country 
gentleman^rwhp choofes to be exempted fron^ 
iqmt Jiupid or turbuknt offices in his county, 
Such would have been your cafe, had yoq 
fceen Sir R. Lyttelton^s Efquire, whofe Brother I 
think ihoul4 have propofed it to you, It 
•would b^vp cbeen friendly, neighbourly, and 
in nOj ways. doing you a pleafure at their ;Qwft 
expence.-frAs-tajthe. .account of your lU. healthy 
il^ am- not ^iipofed to believe it (pardon nie, Sin, 
for it was ym complained) 4- for I think ymr 
fotitude^ your want of air to h$eatbe^ objeHs tv coti-- 
'V&rft wUbj hiclminty cf~ weath^^ frivatiim from 
th^ amufimims yom own tafie^ bai pr<i€ured yw in 
your own environs ; are all poifons imbibed in 
vvwnter, and it is not blifim^ &c. &c. that will 
cxpd them* Try the company of your diftant 
friends; |)erhaps change oi.air and the exerr- 
.i:ifc p£ travelling may 4)qrform miwcles: if one 
place does not do, g© to another \ but pray 
rbegin bf tiis^ where I ^3^»ft you daily. Mr. 
B b 3 Qyting 
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Outing aft3 I will rturfe you, and the iniff 
roofc? will tell yon each ttioming liiat it is^ 
time? to Jjreparc for the feftiydh of *Spfing, and 
to bury your eomplaints in old Winter's 
gravfe. . . . ; 

My kindeft ftrvice to Mrs, "Rock, whom I 
fhali aiwfty3 be ready to oblige when in my 
power ; and Svi(h I (x>uld ferve ter clfentiattyj 
\>y contributing my intercft With Lady North-* 
umberland, in conjunction with the endeavours • 
of her other friends, to pkce her Daughter 
^bbut Lady Betty Percy: but unfortunately 
I caiinot be deemed a ptoper teegociator in 
thiis affair^ having fonfie titne -ago Wiehted her 
Lady&ip-s "fpending a confidefdble cim^ in 
my neighbourhood both at Lord Brook's 
arid Lord Hertford's, and paflT^ng thn»igl| 
Henley^ witho^ calling or even /ifi4ifig to met 
This appeared to. n\e unkind ; and I CQuld not 
forbear expreffing my opinion of it to the. 
Dpchefs frf Sotncrfet, wh<? probaWy mi^t 
^eak of it po her Daughtjer ; from whom, how^ 
ever, I h^ve .not heard, and to vfhom I have 
not ^rote, nor wouli^ I ieg^ by alking a lavour : 
jiil therefore I can -do is to naeBtion Mrs, 
Jlocks's rfcqucft to the Piichefs T wliich I wM| 
dojin a Ibw days. 
Is Bpadicea a good pby pr ^ btt(t Orfe? I 
' ^ have 



liaiTC not -feen por,xea4 ic-tYqu frighten toc 
with th« prolix ftilc of the Author of Sir 
ChfU*!^ Grandifon's Memoirs : fp X d<^er re^4* 
i^ that.— I thank you for the news articks of 
fjWt letter^ A^ alfo for acquainting me thaf 
hofd Dudley is well; to whom J beg my 
r^fpe^jts, ^ apd hope and lincerely wiih th^ 
fuficefs of his wal-mine. 
,, M>y.you, Sir^gain the mines of Potofi, anc^ 
If^t.jeitain your jgenerous ipirit ! which wiljl 
oblige others to |)e, as I ^^ (and as I w>9f 

. Yovpr fincere friend 

and humble fervant, . 

M. LUXBOROWJH.' 
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Barrcjls, Febraary 17th, 1754* 
PBAR SIJS, AOt-Wednerday. 

EVERY day have I been in cxpedation 
of wk aitfwier from the Duchcfs of Spmer- 
£fit to the letter I wrote Her Grace to recqv* 
^JBAend Mrs. Rock's Pay^ht^ti which I did in 
Bb4 . ;h<2 



1 
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Uta ftrongeft manner I w^s' capable of. Nq 
infwer is come las* yet ; Vhich nnay he owing to 
Her Grace's not* having had a proper oppor-* 
tunity of talking with the Countefs trf N'orth-* 
limberland about it, fie that as it will, ! am 
determined frot to defer longer than to-morrow 
fertdiAg % fcnrantto the Leafowes to « enquire 
^fter your health ; but have - ordered him not 
to fet out"tilI the poft is conie in, beoaufe if it 
flibuld bring an anfwer frcrni the Duchefs in 
the morning, ' it fliail'go to you inctefed in 
this ; in the mean time wilhing it may -be ^n 
agreeable one ^6-K$rs.- Rock, and confequently 
%o you and myfclf.. . i 
.r The iflclolcd^tter of rcqueft to me caufes 
me to make one to you; which is, dear Sir, 
that you will mention the affair to Lord Dudley 
^Vom nie, in ■ behalf of th6 young rtergyman 
who writes the letter. He was once at Barrells 
fome days with ^ir E^tet So^me, . to whom he 
is a neighbour. T^e appeared to me to be a 
very foBer, mode;ft man. Want of prcfer^nent, 
and 'ait laflr getting a trifling one, too little^ to 
If^e upon, (elpecially for a married man)'- he 
•rah in debt, and has been ftwrely tMiatcd, by 
' hrs creditors, who would, if^ ^tkey Goutd, '*aW 
'Wnfined him,- and taken from.' Jlim -the hoflcft 
means- by which - lie propofcd to cxtricatf Jbtfft^ 



&]£^ and to do juftice to them. Fortune, how** 
ever, and good friends have hitherto prevented 
their defiem, and- h»re.favwre4 hiijfi with 
fome preferment at SHeernefs (as you will read 
in his letter) ; but yet he fears his perfon is not 
fafe- without fofne'fort of prota$io|i. 'Perhaps 
fLord Dudley, may be aihleijto giyehim a chm- 
lainfbip-, which woul4/greatly . obUgexn^ 

.Speafc.of ity^^fay, to his J^ordlhip, .and let im 

:kn0w his airfwef. I have (tepjin^ .writing tp 
Madenioifelk deMontandre for an Ambaflador^s 
protean, fcof. particular re^fons, regarding qnly 

:h^r and myfclf^. and 1 am the more fpHgitous to 
endeavour to ferye himanoth^r w^y, which makqs 
,j^i i fear^ too troublefome to ?Lord Dudley. 

,1 have h^d a fccond letter frpm Mr. Hyltoij, 

;but have not anfwcred it, becaufe j^ou fay you 
cxpeft hifn. in the. country-, where I hope to 

. ^e^him with you at my houfe* 

. IVIy. tedious cold, which tortnents me in all 
Ibapes, ftupifies. my brain, aad makes me in- 

^^japable- of /writing more than to giv^ Mr; 
Puting's compliin^nts,. and. to affure you of t|je 
fxiendfhip of - 

ypur obliged fervint, 

*H': Luj^BOROircH. 

I] ,' ••■.%'^ * 

I forgot, laft- time T wrote, to^ make you 55r 
Peter Soamig's compliments. ' .. .. 

l-ETTER 
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DEAR SZR» B«mlk» Mardi }j, 1754* 

ON P MFOuid think there was a real or a 
p^T^ war between the Lealbwes and Bai^- 
rells, or at leaft a negociation of peace not 
conciTided, as fo many couriers pa6 ; but I hope 
there is no nat wzr* As to the^^i^ war, I am 
not aftiamed of it, however ill I may fupport nqr 
opinion by my weak argumehts.-^Did I not 
fay you mifconftrucd the Duchefs's meaning, 
when (he defircd ftars and dafhes might fopjply 
names? and did not that prove flie was defifous 
your Poem to her fhould be printed ? for (as X 
-feid to you before) there Would be no occafion 
for afterifks if your Poem wast not to be 
printed. You fee that Ihe cftecms it; and ipeaks 
gratitude a$ well as applaufe to you ibe ai^ber 
if it I and ihe is too fincere to fpcak what 
Jhe does not mean ; and I fliould be too im[][)er* 
tincnt in interfering, if I had not been the 
perfon who (by your defire) prefented it to 
Her Grace-— The copy of the requeft I made 
fcpr in iavour of Mrs. Rock's Daughter, I 
inctofe. The anfwer J could We wilhed more 
6 favourable: 
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favourable : but one can do no more than en- 
deavour to oblige one's friends :»— ^that I have 
often dcme i^i vain;i and have^.-ferfpd myfelf 
worfe upon many occafions. I have an unluckf 
handy as the Gamefters fay ; but l^can brag of 
^ IJncete he^rt, with *^Kich I am, ' Dear Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful lervant, 

Mr. Outing prefents his comptiments.— ^ 
fhall be glad to fee the Analyfis* bf Beauty, 
however d^ifcrrbed ; arid am forry I have noi: 
fmi) an 5 in my name to claim any'&^re in it. 

P. S; Be pleafed to retin-n me^the Duchefs's 
Jetter.^i^Pray prefent my rdpe6b to Lord 
p\KUey, and fervice to Mrs. Rock, 

Mrs. Hoiyo^k, &:c. are obliged by yotrr 
remembrance 5 but had rathpr fccj^w^ th^n ybw 
Writtep complim?nt$, 
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I>EAit SIR» Barrella^ March i6tb, 1754. 

NOBODY is fo u^fit as^ I to anfwer your 
agreeable letters ; for were I ever fa 
capable of ic, ^y fingers would not obey : the 
froll having made them almoft as ufelefs as 
|v^n I went CO Buh» and more painful ; and 
my head jias been ftupified eight weeks with 
^ cold that is not only pfpftjnate, but has taken 
as m^ny different fliapes as Prpt^us, to torment 
me in various ways,— I am forry for my fri^na 
,Tom, who has, I fuppofe, fuffered as weil as 
J, by the inclemency of the weather. 
. I have no new bqoks, alas ! to amufe myfejf 
or youij,' fo can only retqrn yours of Hogarth*s 
.with thanks/ It furprized me agreeably; fori 
had conceived the performstnce to be a kt of 
prints pnjy, whereas I found a book which I 
did not imagine Hogarth capable of writing ; 
for in his pepcil I always confided, but never 
imagined his pep would have afforded me fo 
much pleafure. As to his not filing the precifc 
jiegree tf obJ^uity^ which conftitutes beauty, \ 
forgive him, becaufe I think the ^alk too har4 
9 tQ 
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to bc^ performed literally; but yet he conveys" 
an idea between his pencil and his pen, which 
makes cmc conceive his meaning pretty well. 

When i write to the Ehicheft of Somerfct, F 
vfW} do it ip the manner you defire, as to your 
pQe^i; and will alfo name Mfs. Rock's 
Daughter again ; but fear the Duchefs^ (like 
myfelf) fees fo few of the inhabitants of this 
terreftrial globe, that flie* will not readrly find a 
proper perfon to recommend her to as a Lady's 
woman, though I make no doubt but tl^e young 
woman deferyes it. I fliould think Lady 
Elizabeth might with much propriety defirc 
her Mamma to recommend her to fomc Lady ; 
nor do I think Lady Northumberland would 
.take it at all amifs that Mifs Rock aflccd the 
chfld that favour. — The inclofed will be 
teazing to you, as it is to me ; for it vexes mc 
not to Jbe able to fcrve the diftrefled, who 
addreis themfelves to me. You would how- 
ever be kind to me, and charitable to the poor 
man, if you could contrive a way how Lord 
Dudley might ferve him-, and his Lordlhip 
would add to the favours he has always (hewn 
to me upon all occafions. 
' . I will not pofitively fay one word in behalf 
ef indokncpy fince it keeps you. by your fire- 

fl8e, 



;j 
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fide, though by proroife you oug^t tp b? by. 

mine.. 
Had I not been extremely out of ordcr^ I 

irould have feen Mr. Cotterelli but hop at 
leaii that my fervants have been civil to him. 
When he has finilhed your Eolian harp, J be- 
lieve I fhall defire you to befpeak one of him 
for me. Sure I am, thai inftrument will fare 
well at Barrells, fmcc the Winds are its food. 

Mr. Holyoak'a family would, I am cer- 
tain^ fend compliments .to you y but they are 
ihivering at Oldbarrow, as I am here. — ^Mn 
Bradley is freezing near Stowe in the Wold, 
with a fick uncle j qnd his wife i^ tormenting 
herfelf with fears for her four eldeft children, 
who are to be inoculated on Monday aext.-*— 
Such anxieties we mortals ar^ doomed to : yet 
who would be void of feeling ? 

Mrs. Davies fends you fome more ?oems, 
tranfcribed by her in hade out of the Grcm 
Book with a bad pen, and in ;a great hurry j 
fo defires you will excufe her defeA$j *nd 
proniifes to fend the remainder of the book 
foon. If flie does, I dcfire fhe will write 
better, or make her excufcs herfelf : buf .Ihe 
pleads that you owe her a ktter. 

Lord Ar-r- fays Mils Ba^nk^'s fortune ij 
i^^pooL which wants one cypher of the ac- 

count 
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comt^you had'of it } but her xmrit md ddmd 
will rda0e£iy£U Up that chaitn. . . '. : 
hMfs. Bartlet is &ere,i and pvefents h^ cooh 
plimems* Wc all thice wHh you faappunft 
aAdfuccefs in all your undenakings. : 
In :r:.f - , •• -^ . • . . ! V' 



-T- 
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• ' * Bamdls, Ap«9 ^th| I7f4r 

WH £ N your femnt brought me your 
tettet, I was in in bed with a fcvtr fit, 
which made it'ilbijyofflblcfoi- me to fitupi M 
"t6 ptit my htods out of bed to write. It 
wrtir t>ff next da^; but then 1 tecci^d the 
news of the death of an own Aunt (and 6f her 
Htilband, who funived her but- fix days) at 
Gerteva. Lord Luxborough fctit me word of 
It, bccatlfe my fiirtiving ' relations there 'did 
trot Well know where t6 dweil to me: but I 
was equally obliged to write to them upon the 
occafiort, and deferred writing to you merely 
upon drat acc6unti ted at the feme tfime re- 
foivcd dortig it by tny fervant Joftph, as to- 
morrow 5 , biit this day Mrs, Holyorft of H^- 

ley 
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' ky has fent to MCi t6 <lefire my chaife may 
fetch her to ftay at Barreils feme days-; fo 
tlat my epiflie xmnot ceach the Leafowes be^ 
fdre Monday;.; iThis will, I hope, be a fuffi^ 
cient excuib for. not anfwering yours fooner; 
which I ought to have done, upon account of 
the Gentlewoman you recommend to me as an 
Hoiilekeeper; Her charafter T would "take froni' 
you, Sir, as foon as from any friend or ac-^ 
quaint^ce living ^ but nluft.,;co&fef^ ;I have 
had fuch ill fuccefs with fervants in that poft,* 
th^t I , intend, to do .without one ; and have 
giyen the fame anfwer to a friend pf mi^t who 
recommended one of Birminghiim alfo. 

I ncyer was more furprizcd nor concerned 
than at the death of Mifs Polman. I ever 
cfteemed her, and wiflied her welfare. I con- 
dole with her Brother, as. I do with you fin- 
cercly, 

I rejoice that Fortune yifiits the Grange, and 

hope fhc win call at the Leafbwes next. Poor 

Mr. Bekhier is frowned upon by her ; and 

though he is much obliged to Lord Dudley 

and you and myfelf, for ;our endeavours to 

ferve him, he thinks Lord Dudley's lawyer ^ 

iittle too fcrupulous in his obje£tions : for 

,my part, I am no judge of that; but he fays 

.a few months would have been fufficient to 

extricate 
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extricate him $ and that the fame farour i$ 
granted to other clergymen : and Sir Peter 
Soame writes him word he muft not let it be 
known where he is ; for people are ready 
enough to enquire and to threaten to get writs 
out againft him, which his friend Sir Peter 
Soame has hitherto prevented. In the mean 
time, the poor man is tormented with the ague^ 
which Kent has given him, added to the vex- 
ation of his mind* If he dares get out, he will 
come with Sir Peter here, and thank me for my 
endeavours to ferve him.— * You will I hope find 
out that Jie thinks there are many precedents for ' 
Gentlemen in orders receiving the favour he 
alks.— Sorry I am tp be troublefome to my 
friends j but more fo, that I fee the diftrcfs of 
Others, without being capable of removing it, 
when they implore my affiftance* 

Talk to me no more, rdefire, of your wintirly 
ftate of beaUh j for Boreas has at length given 
place to the Zephyrs, who will fhortly blow 
out the buds in my Shrubbery; which will 
take it amifs if you (hould not be here to re- 
ceive its vernal offerings. 

Mr. Hylton is very obliging in remembering 
me. I beg you will make him my compli- 
ments, and aiTure him I would have anfwered 
Cc .his 
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his laft, but imagined he would have qilicted 
London for the Leafowes long before now. 
His cabinets and boxes I efteem as his har- 
bingers ; and as for his wine, I hope at leaft 
that you drank his health in it. 

I am not forry you have done nothing new 
of late at the Leafowes : it wants nothing to 
make its beauties more admired; and your 
fnmca will be the better for your indolence in 
that point; as would mine, if I had been al- 
ways as indolent as I am at prefent. 

Sir William Meredith is chofe Member of 
Parliament for Wigan. One of his Sifters 
is under inoculation. Sir Peter Soame waits 
the event of his friend Mr. Gardner's Elcdion 
for Hertfordfliire, to come to Barrells. 

I have not left myfclf room to fay a^truth, 
which is that I am 

Your faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCK. 

One in the Morning. 

Vou write me fourfides of paper— ^Troc : but 
pray count the lines and fyllables of my letter, 
and then let us reckon who is debtor : but I de- 
fire the contents may be left out of the account. 
Should the difference of our letters be men- 
tioned 
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tioned that way, I fhould be call in a moment^ 
and my refource then would be no better than 
a Lord Lainfborough^ who having maintained^ 
fbme years ago at St. James's CofFee-houfe> that 
England wa3 bigger than France, had no way 
to prove it, but- tb cut each kingdom out of 
two maps^ of different fcales, and to weigh 
them. If this be my cafe, I miaft make my 
packet as thick as I can : fo you will excufe 
the awkwardncft of it* 

My refpefts to Lord Dudley when you 
write i and compliments to Mr. Hyltoii* 
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Barrclls, Sunday, May izth, 1754. 

I CAN with great truth aflure you, deaf 
Sir, that I am in the higheft degree fen- 
fible of your kindnefs in exerting yourfelf in 
favour of a perfoh recfommended by nie ; Whofe 
diftreflcs are his chief recommendations to me : 
and I am highly obliged to my Lord Dudley 
for his feadinefs to confider of a proper metho4 
pf complying with the rcqueft I took the liberty 
C c 2 tc^ 
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€0 make in behalf of the diftreilM perfon, to 
^hom I fliall without fail fend his Lordfliip^s 
kind proteftion by to-morrow's poft ; defiring him 
to acquaint me whether he finds by people be- 
longing to thofe offices where he is to be entered, 
whether any .forms are wanting in the inftru- 
ment his Lordihip has fent ? not doubting but 
if that Ihould be the cafe, my Lord will extend 
•his goodneis by fupplying in a frefli form 

what may prove wanting in this. 

The inclofed I received from the fame Mr. 

(John) Belchier whom we are endeavouring to 

ferve ; with a fermon he preached upon the 

Eleftion of Mr. Charles Frederick, &c. for 

Quccnborough, 

My refpedls and belt thanks attend Lord 

Dudley ; and I defirc my compliments to Mifs 

Lea, and all your good neighbours. 
My fervice, pray, to Mrs. Rock, from 

Yours fincerely, 

H. Lu^BOROUGH. 

I find with plcafure, that Mr. Hylton is 
with you J and hope he will not forfakc you 
when you come to Barrells. Mr. Outing, my 
faithful Boftangy, affures m« the Shrubbery 
will be ready to receive you in its fpring- 

clothing 



J 
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clothing before next week is out: by which 
time (if not already) I hope you will have 
forgot you ever had any diforder in your health, 
which will be rather eftabliflied than impaired 
by riding a fliort day's journey. 

I have been out ^n my poft-chaife half a 
dozen times lately, and walked my ufual round 
of Gardens and Coppice, &c. on /Friday laft; 
and have fhredded my avenue, I hope, to fomc 
advantage to the eye, as it is undoubtedly to 
the grounds it Ihaded. I would have fent you 
fome cucumbers j of which I have cut feveral ; 
but it feems all that were fit to fend are de- 
voured already ; and a nofegay of the fineft. 
double hyacinths I ever faw, and which I meant 
to prefent to you, are too mature to bear the 
fhaking of the horfe without Ihedding. They 
would have gone fafe laft weck^-, but I am now 
reduced to the cafe of Bonniface in the Beau;» 
Stratagem^ who had had a fine loin of veal on 
the Wednefday before it was wanted. 

Poor Mifs Carrington's death grieves this 
neighbourhood. Would (he and Mifs Dolman 
had been inoculated, as it has fucceeded mi-' 
raculoufly hereabouts !— Mr. Outing defires 
his compliments to you and Mr. Hylton; to 
whom I defire mine very fincerely, though I 
did not write them, as I fhould have done, in 
C c 3 return 
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ff turn of his laft letter ; but really then thought 
him on the road to the Leafowes. — My neigh* 
hours are much your friends, or fhould not be 
mine; I being fo with unalterable friendfliip 
^d gratitude, 

♦ H. LuXBOROUOH. 

I obfcrvc you have a new Se^I^ with a pretty 
device. 
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Bfimlls, Aqgufi the la|l;, or September the firft> 1754. 
DEAR SIR, 

yOUR letter pf the 17th of July is before 
me ; but thp date makes me blufli ; fq 
I fet it afidc, not to be reproached: ipy con-r 
fcience, however, clears me, and I hope you 
will do the fame, when you are apprized that J 
have l^e^n too ill %o write a line, much lels to 
undertake a journey of picafure -, for fadneft 
would have accompanied me, and I fhould 
liavp fcattered it about your pleafing dwelling. 
You arc then obliged to mc for my abfence 
more, I fear, than you will be for my prefence 5 
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which (unlcfs you forbid it) I propofe to tor- 
ment you with next week. Say if I Jball^ 
without regard to compliment. I pay nobody> 
not even Lady Plymouth, the common com- 
pliment of a vifit, though I rclpedt her greatly ; 
but really the conjundkion of bad roads, bad 
health, *and bad fpirits, make me like an owl 
in the defart. 

What attractions muft the Leafowes have, 
which draws the lame, the fplenetic, the indo- 
lent, from every point of the compafs to that 
one, in order to admire the mixed beauties of 
nature and art, and to give their tribute of 
applaufe to ttxe mafter of the place, who in- 
vents and completes more for the 'pleafure 
of his friends or his vifitants of tafte, than for 
his own ! 

As I propofe feeing you fo foon, I wave any 
anfwer to the articles of your letter which do 
not relate to the prefent purpofe, though I 
could echo your founds, and lament the poor 
Duchefs of Somerfet for ever. As to Sir Peter 
Soame, he has bceri here a week, and \ Ihewed 
him the paragraph in yours about July. He 
fixed upon a day to go with me *, but behold, 
it rained to a degree, that no comparifon ca<i 
leaph. More or lefs it continued during his ftay; 
Adieu. 

C c 4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Davic» fays (he mufi fend her complin 
ments to you, as fhc intends feeing you fo 
foon ; ihe being to go in the chaife with mc# 
I will aik Parfon Holyoaki but fear church- 
duty will interfere, as it will be late in the 
week.—- 1 wouJd have you cxpeft me on Friday 
evening,'-*'not before : your fupper wiU be ouf 
regale. But above all, let Jofeph, my coach- 
man, be inftrufted to return with your anfwer 
by the new and good turnpike you tcU me *i» 
made by your houfe -, for fears and terrors 
might be too ftrong for my weak limbs and 
nerves. Such is the decrepit company you 
afk for, and fuch you Ihall have, if the jour* ; 
ney can be performed by . 

Your faithful humble fcrvant, 

li. LVXBOROUOH* 

Mrs. Davics's beft compliments. 

Snoday Night. 
Finding an opportunity of fending this 
to Birmingham to-morrow morning by Mr, 
Jackfon, I do not fend Jofeph, as I intended ; . 
.having employment for him concerning fifh- 
ing, &c. fo hope, dear Sir, you will excufe my 
not fparing him to go to the Lcafowcs this 
tmic ; and that you will remember to come ta 
Barrells foon. Adieu. H. I^ • 



I 
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DEAR SIR, Barrelb, Sefpi^mber zgth^ 1754^ 

YOUR thanking me for my vifit at the 
Leafowcs, before I had fent my thanks to 
you for your very kind and agreeable reception 
of me there, is very obliging j but being fo, it 
comes- the fevereft reproach you could have 
made me 5 by making me fenfible of the rude* 
nefs I have been guilty of, in not fending to 
you fince I left you. The truth is, that I had 
nobody to fend, having parted with the idle 
boy I had with me at your houfe 5 and every 
day Jofeph has been employed in driving me 
out: fo great a- gadder has the fine weather 
made me, and fo much better health and fpirits 
has my journey to the Leafowes given me. Ten 
phyficians, with an equal nun^ber of furgeons 
and apothecaries, could not have effedted fuch 
an amendment 5 I believe I might fay cure -, for 
I have never been fick once. I imagine your 
air is good j and I fee that your improvements 
in your Walks and Cafcades make your place 
a Paradife in miniature : yet, though I am its 
profeffed admirer, it muft permit me to fay 

that 
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that the converfation of the mafter and contri-i 
vcr of the beauties I faw there, was to me pre- 
ferable far to (hem; fo that I regretted lefs 
than I fhould otherwife have done the weaknefs 
of my limbs, which prevented my tram^ouzing 
fb much as I ofed. 

I have been to fee every neighbour I have, 
but the one I moft wifh to fee. Lady Ply- 
mouth.— -A crofs tenant of Mr. Sheldon's has 
cut off all connexion between. Hewell and 
Barrells ; yet I perfevere in trying for a road, 
as eagerly as thole who bore for a mine. If 
my endeavours are not fruitlefs, I propofe going 
on Wednefday. Would I could meet you 
there! Since I am wifting, I wifh alfo that 
your new artift was to make a Builo of yo\> for 
my Library, to accompany Pope and Shake- 
fpear.— I fend you a frame for the Fruit-piece 
you mention. It is the leafl: (ize I have, but 
muft be cut lefs* I took it from Queen Caro- 
line (for robbing crowned heads is no more 
than '^ fair reprifal). My other frames of that 
fize were not gilt, but lacquered, which I 
thought not good enough, though Mr. Thomas 
would have taken one, as it was out of ufe ; 
but I judged it to be lefs genteel than that 
which I fend, and I remembered this fuitcd 
t;o the frame oyer your parlour-chimney^ which 
\o might 
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might be an advantage if they fhould ever 
happen to hang in the fame room. 

I am obliged to the ingenious Mr. Baflcer- 
ville for wifliing my time had allowed me to 
call there.— I do not know any Mr. Bingley, 
nor a Mr. Dingley, exfccpt a jeweller at Lqii- 
cjon, who has fome place at Court, 

Mrs. Pavies receives your compliment with 
the utmoft fenfibility and gratitude. If in re- 
turn of ybur politenefs to her, you fhould afk 
her a favour, jhe can but deny you^ you know: 
but I think Ihe cannot. Pray then let it be 
that fhe fhould not leave me to myfelf, which 
is the worfl company, and to my thoughts, 
which are as little pleafing as the found of the 
weft wind tijat haunts my little habitation, 
and whipl> may be foon expeftecj to fake up 
its winter refidence here. Oh woeful thought ! 
Oh woeful found ! None but the friendly 
Robin Red-breafl fooths my ear after thpfci 
rough founds : ' but in the melancholy month of 
November^ in which the Englijh hang themfelveSy 
I expeft more pleafure than from the Robin ; 
fince you and Mr. Hylton will join in his 
harmony, and favour rnc with your company : 
then (and not now) gcniqs, tafle, &c. will re- 
fide in my Hermitage.-^Adicu then for the 

prefent, 
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preif nt ; and let November draw, near, as it 
will bring you ncahrr to 

Your faithful fcnrant, 

. H. LUXBOROUGH, 

I will deliver your kind and polite compli- 
ments to Mr. Holyoak and his Wife, who 
enquired much after you. Mine, pray, to Mrs, 
Mary and Mrs. Davies. We gave her more 
trouble than we can give her thanks.— -Mrs, 
Maynard's refpcfts to you* 
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D E A It S I R> Bantlls^ November 1 8th» 1 754^ 

IT is an age fince I heard from you, and two 
ages fince I had the pleafure of your com- 
pany.— Sir William Meredith has been here, 
and wifhed you had come then.* The Ihortnds 
of the days, the downfall of the leaves, the - 
badnrfs o£ the roads, and every other mark 
of decay in the progrefs of the year, fliould 
drive you from home 5 as the charms of your 

place 
7 
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place will be loft for a time, even to yourfelf • 
and as coal is to fupply the place of fun, you 
may as well warm yourfelf at my fire. 

I reluftantly fend the inclofed, which I re- 
ceived laft night by the bearer. I am per- 
fecuted by his Matter, whofe iettcr I fend 
you ; before which I had one to fay he was dt 
his duty on board the Norwich ; but was ar- 
retted at Portfmouth, and was fearful left the 
man of war fhould fail without him; and 
defired I would write to Lord, or Mr. Baf- 
rington. Admiral Smith, &c. I put that off 
by letter; but now is come this meffenger: 
and as he fends a letter direded to Lord 
Dudley, do Hot think myfelf entitled to keep 
it. I therefore forward it, though it is giving 
you trouble; but you will forgive what you 
. know proceeds from mere compafiion to any 
. perfon in diftrefs.— Mr. Outing is your fervan^ 
as I am Lord Dudley's, and ever 

Yours moft fincercly, 

H. LvxBOROtrcH. 
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LETTER CXIV. 

DEAR. SIR, Barrelis^ I^ecember 4tli, 1754^ 

THOUGH the ftcrility of fubjeds to 
write upon from this place, might be a 
fufficient excufe for my not troubling you 
with a letter at this time ; yet my not feeing 
you here according to promife, in the month 
of November, urges me to remind you that 
that month is paffed •,, and to aft you when I 
may expeft you? as alfo, what prevents my 
having the pleafure of hearing from you as 
ufual ? a pleafure I can ill (pare in my iicuatipn, 
which affords fo little joy ; and which I ftiould 
prefer to moft others, even- in a land abounding 
in gaiety. Befides, Sir, be it known to you, 
(if it is not already) that I wrote to you above 
a fortnight ago, by a meflenger who was dif- 
patched to me from Portfmouth, by the littk 
unfortunate and troublefome Parfon you was 
fo kind to intereft yourfelf for, with Lord 
Dudley, at my requeft; fince which, I have 
never feen or heard of the faid meflenger i 
neither has Mr. Outing, who fent a letter by 
him to Mrs. Rock. Pray unravel this myftery 

to 
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to mc if you can ; but let it be in perfon rather 
than by letter. 

I think I informed you that Sir William 
Meredith had been here in his way to Parlia- 
ment, and afked after you ; adding, that he 
had a little prefcnt for you of Kennel-Coal, and 
wilhing to have met you here- He is fo kind 
as to write me what pafles in the Houfc of 
Commons in general; and in particular, men- 
tions a fpeech of old , Horace Walpole's, as 
humourous as good-natured, in anfwer to one 
of young Beckford*s, who fpoke much of the 
flourifhing ftate of all our colonies, except that 
which he belonged to, Horace anfwercd, 
** That was in the moft flourifhing condition 
*' of all ; for there was a new growth there, 
*' and a frelh importation from thence: an 
*' importation of political geniufes, which bid 
*' fair to fill both the City and the Parlia- 
" ment/* 

Mr. John Reynalds and his Wife are gone 
to Bath with Sir Robert Cocks.— Bradley of 
Edfton is dead rich, from having been poor; 
and was growing richer ftill ; but it is the 
common rude praftice of death to interrupt 
fortune in her career.— I have been obliged 
to take a diftrcfs tipon a tenant, and to employ 
a lawyer. Should you have known me in that 

occupation ? 
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occupation?— Is Lord Dudley at the Grange,^ 
or at the Houfe of Peers? and is Mn Hylton 
with you ? ^ My compliments attend them 
and your other neighbours ; to whom, as well 
as to you, Mr. Outing joins his : and I am, 
(io^ipite of your lazine& in regard to mc) 
Dear Sir, 

Your faithful humblCvferrant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH^ 



LETTER CXV. 

DEAR SIR, 'PecemHerath, 1754. 

IT is late-, your fcrvant is but juft come;^ 
my fillers are not fo alert as in warm wea- 
ther ; my imagination is as contrafted as they 
are: judge then how unfit I am to give an 
anfwer to your letter; and far lefs fo to give 
my judgment of the beautiful, pieces of poetry 
it inclofed. I fhatl , therefore take the liberty 
to keep them till you food again, which you 
fay wUl be before the clofc of this week ; and 
jn the mean time wili read them with plea- 
fure and .impartiality i and will write you my 

opinion. 
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<>|)ihion, fince you do me the unmerited honour 
of defiring it; but am fenfible of my un- 
worthinefs to be employed as % Critic. I have 
had only time to read the Ode to Memory; 
which I had not feen^ and which plea^ me 
much. As to the two trifling Songs, which 
dropt from my pen fome time pafl:^ and which' 
you propofe to let Dodfley have^ I gif e you 
free liberty fo to do, if you really think them 
deferving of a place in his Mifcellanies ; being 
aflbred that, if you thought otherwife, you 
would not expofe your Friend,! nor difgrao# 
Dodfley's Colleftion. 

Your promife oif lettirig .me fee jrou foori at 
Barrells, I build upon j as that .foundation 
will fupporf me in a feafon when high winds, 
bad roads, and folitude, deprefs me fo^ as to 
make me fometimes ready to fink under their 
weight.— -As to your pafl: mifdemeanours^ (fuch 
as long filence in particular) I withdraw my 
charge, and will implicitly believe you could 
not help it ; for if I was inclinable to do 
otherwife, what fliould I gain by tormenting 
myfelf with the apprehenfion of having loft a 
friend, who may be as finccre as he profefles 
himfelf, and as I am perfuaded you are? and 
if he flipuld not. be fo, is not ^n. objedt wor- 
thy regretting the lofs of: fo, in fliort, write 
D d when 
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when y6tt can, without rdftrainrt to yoisrfclf, 
and I win do the fame ; -but eny indulgence 
does riot extend^ to allowmg you to be abfent 
from hence fo Srcry long, and to tbay "here fo 
▼cry Ihort a thne when you do come. 

I will tranfintt to Sir William iNferedith the 
kmd things yod &y of him ; and think it pof- 
£ble, and even iprobaTjle, you may fee him 
here, when the Parliament breaks trp for the 
holidays. 

Gladly I tell you, that you miftake the Mr. 
#radley that is living and well, at Wooton^ 
for the Mr. Bradley who died at Edllon. 

I hope Lord Dudley's new equipage will 
convey him &fe to the Grange ; though I fup- 
pofe he mull qtJt that again aftdr Chriflmas 
for the Parliament, 

I cannot excufe my friend Mr. Hylton for 
letting his panics deprive his friends of his 
pleafing company. Tell him I can by no 
means cotcufc it,«^I fay nothing of Mr. Outings 
he writes for himfelf, and of his own accord ; 
but adds by my dcfire a paragraph about the 
unlucky affair I embarked in wh^n I troubled 
you and Lord Dudley about the Parfon, who 
proves himfelf to have been fo undeferving of 
the regard we have fhewn him. 

Mr, Outing interrupts me to drink your 

health 
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health'— Here it is done, with a wifli of long 
life and happinefs ; and I fign my name to 
it, as it is the diftatc of my heart. 

H. LuxborouchJ 

P. S.-Obferve that I write with a crow- quill, 
which behaves tolerably at firfl: -, ' intolerably 
at laft;, and will make you think me incapable 
of the ufe of my fingers. I promife you, how- 
ever, never to write with it a^ain. 



LETTER CXVL 

Barrells, Thurfdfty^ December isth, 1754, 
DEAH SIR, 

AS foon as my friend Tom had "left Bar- 
rells on Monday laft, my intention wa« 
to have fat down to the arduous talk you had 
fet me ; but I was feized with a diforder which 
confined me to my bed on Tuefday, ahd to 
jny chamber yefterday ; and though it was 
a diforder which may prove rather conducive 
than prejudicial to my health, it totally inca- 
pacitated me from performing what I pro- 
D d 2 mifed 
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inilcd you, and even from confulting ^ith 
Mr« Outiqg, who was in a diftant apartment*. 
Finding myfclf better to-day, I only waited 
the abfence of company, who dined with me, 
to begin; and had gone through but two or 
three ftanzas, when Tom came with your 
laft packet. The poor creature was alraoft 
drowned lad time; and what chance he will 
Hand to-morrow is uncertain ; but the prefent 
moment is Ihockingly ftormy, and muft re- 
tard every projed, though Mr, Dodfley's re- 
quefting difpatch is reafonable ; fo that I fend 
you the rcfult of our evening proceedings, and 
write this whilft Mr. Outing writes our defired 
criticifms. 

When you (hewed my little Pieces to Mr. 
Dodfley, you did me more honour than I 
fliould have done myfclf; becaufe I fhould 
have feared to have difgraced his Mifcellany. 
I forgot in my laft to mention what Mr. 
Dodfley I find does mention to you, viz. in the 
Title of the two trifles of mine, to fay, fFrofe 
ly a Z^^'— which is, I think, unexceptionable. 

You was altogether right in aflfuring Mr; 
Crawley I would acquicfce in his conduit for 
Lord Dudley towards Mr. Belchier, wHofe 
impofitions upon me were reafons fufficient 
to deprive him of my patronage, and leave 

me 
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me much afhamed of having implored Lord 
Dudley's protedion for fuch an unworthy 
perfon, as time and circumftances Ihew him 
now to be. 

I wait with impatience the day g£ your 
arrival with Mr. Hylton at Barrells; and am 
ever 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

H. LirXBOROtrcii. 

What is become of your Autumn ? I hope 
Dodfley has it, as the poor Duchefs defircd. 

Mr. Outing is your humble fervant ; and l 
am ever, dear Sir, as I profcfs myfelf. 
Your fincere friend 

and faithful fervant, 

H. LuxBOkoecH, 

P. S. If Tom cannot come, I think you 
might venture to inclofe Mr, Belchier's letter 
in one to me, to Mr. Williams at Birminghiun. 
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LETTER CXVIL 

DEAR SIR» Barrellft, December 18th, 1754* 

THIS goes upon a different errand than 
my laft. It is to tell you, that hearing 
Mr. and Mrs. Holyoakc fpeak of a mare of 
Mifs Molly's, which flie intended to part 
with, bccaufe {he had a little Welch one bc- 
fides, which would ferve her, I thought of 
Mr. Hylton immediately i efpecially upon 
finding by all accounts that fee is perfedtly 
- found, gentle, and free from vices, and comes 
but four years old 5 has been rode by Mr. 
Holyoake's ybUnger fons a good while, and is 
tall enough and flrong enough for Mr. 
Hyltori's weight, and does not want fafhion ; 
came of fome very good horfe at Worcefler, 
and a itiare that had b^en given Mifs Molly. 
Now in cafe Mr. Hylton is not already pro- 
vided, why fhould he not come in the Bir-' 
mingham coach to Henley ? when here, he 
may fee this mare, and may hear of others ; 
and if he Ihould not purchafe, the coach 
will be a certain vehicle at his return. This 
propofal puts a ftop to yoiir future delays 

upon 
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upon his account, and fhows my emprejfement 
to fee you both. 

I have no time to write more; for Mrs. 
Maydew. muft have my letter to-night> «id' 
will carry it fafe to-morrow early to the poft. 

Mr. Outing is at Oldbarrow: I am alone 
and ftupid 5 fo adieu. — ^Believe me unalterably 
* Yours, &c. 

H. LUXBOROVGH. 

The coach fets out from Henley, I think, 
Mondays and Thurfdays^ and is at Henley 
by breakfaft (eight or nine). Mr. Hylton 
might lie over night at Birmingham. 

This letter is fhorter than ordinary, and 
perhaps you will complain; I will therefore 
fubjoin a trifling impromptu I once wrote in a 
hurry, and which I am doubtful if I ever 
fliewed you -, but think I never ihewed any 
body. It Y/ill ferve to read, and then kindle 
your candle, or /often your flutCy if you ufe 
paper, as ufual, on that occafion. 

Mr. Outing is much your fervant, though 
abfent : I am Mr. Hylton*s. 
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LETTER CXVIIL 

S.E A R S I R» Berrclls, Jaaaary 7th, 1755. 

THIS goes ' not only to make you the 
pompliments of the feafon, (which I do 
very fmcerely, and not merely becaufe it is 
cuftomary) but it alfo goes to aflc how you 
do,- and what can bccafion your filence ? It is; 
an age fincc I wrote to you about a horfe 
Mifs Molly Holyoake has to fell, which I 
thought might fuit Mr. Hylton ; and propofed, 
that if* he was not already provided with one, 
he might come to Barrells in the Birmingham 
coach when you Ihould come here : and in that 
letter I inclofed a few bad Lines of my own, 
wrote fome years ago : fince all which, I received 
the inclofed froip our troqblefome little Parfon, 
^ho is, thank God, failing pwards America. 
I f^nd it, becaufe Lord Dudley's proteftion 
is in itr which I defire you will take Qut 
and deliver to his Lordfhip from me, with 
jnany thanks and ma,ny cxcufes for having 
troubled hirn about this affair. — I inclofe, be- 
fides the other, a letter I received from Sir 
William Meredith, as you are mentioned in it.-^ 
Mr. Outing is gone to fup at Henley, and docs 
not know of my writing, or yoq woul4 hav? 
compliments from him, 

I have 
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I have not feen the new Tragedy Barharojfa : 
perhaps you can lend it me.— Mr. Outing has 
talked feveral times df making a vifit at the 
Grange ; but does not know whether Lord 
Dudley is there, or at the Parliafnent. 

Pray thavi" your ink, and your fingers, and* 
write glibly away till you come. Remember 
that Twelfth-Day is over, and do not forget 
your promife : — ^Remember likewife that I am 
very truly and unalterably 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUOH. 

Compliments to Mr. HyUon. 



LETTER CXIX, 

DEAR SIR, Barrells, Valentine's Day, 1 75 $• 

YO U R filcnce exdtes me to break mine j 
for upon the prefent footing one of us 
might be murdered (like the Dey of Algiers), 
and the other die of an apoplexy, and the 
longeft liver of the two know nothing of the 
fate of the other. Did you* not fay in your 
laft, that you would come foon to Barrells? 
Upon thofe hopes we have lived : but hopes 
fire meagre food:/ in punifhment for which, 

if 
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if I coukl commaod, you fhpuld be obliged to 
do penance here this Lent. It is true I di4 
not anfwcr your laft j l^t Mr. Outing wrote 
you the reafon, which ought to have been 
excufe fufEcienti for I was really ill, and in- 
capable of guiding a pen. I am much better : 
but as the Warwickfhire roads do not invite 
one abroad at this feafon, one doubly wiihes 
for the company of one's friends round our 
deferted hearths. 

Mr. Outing fends compliments : mine, pray, 
to Mr, Hylton, and believe me 

Yours, &c. 

H. L. 



LETTER CXX. 

Bamlls* Sunday, April zjihi^ i7{5« 
DEAR SIR, 

1 CANNOT well condefcend to thank 
you for your letter of the 17th, confidering 
that it was fcarcely the fhadow of what I long 
expcded, which yras your company and Mr, 
Hylton's in my Shrubbery, my Hermitage, 
my Library^ and, in the evenings, at my fire- 
fide. No lefs than three weeks are paft fince 
tht laft promife came, the others having been 

buried 
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buried in oblivion : but of this laft I held my- 
fclf fo fure, tha^ being obliged to go on 
Wednefday laft to Warwick, I left my butler 
at home with orders to fetch Mrs. Holyoake 
to entertain you till my return ; but behold ! 
you do not fo much as make mention of your 
having had thoughts, much Icfs of having 
given promifes to vifit this place and me!. 
The elms are green in vain : in vain the cu- 
cumbers^ are large, and as vainly the Shrubbery 
{hoots out, and the Coppice has a carpet of » 
primrofes, cowOips, &c. Let them reproach 
you-, and kt your Governefs, Mrs* Holyoake, 
' corrcdt you : and may fhe boaft 

«< Unraly Brats with Birch to tame.'* 

The prettieft thing I ever faw of the kind, 
is the fhell-room at Guy's Clift.: Mr. Greet- 
head and Lady Mary have executed it all 
with their own hands : bed-hai^ingSy ibimney^ 
boards^ piSures over the doors, &c» If you was 
not lazy, you would fee it. I came from ST 
through Warwick, Snitterficld, Bufhes, Bearly^ 
and Wooton ; but on horfcback you would 
not have had that trouble;. 

Mr. Nugent vifits me again. Mr. Soame i& 
under inoculation, very fuU, and in good 
fpirits.'— I go to*morrow to Kinwarton to dine 
with a clergyman, who feems to have fome 

tafte. 
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tafte.— Mr. Outing is immcrfed in cares about 
letting his houfe, and I do not kaow what ; 
but goes to a Friend's in Eflex this week from 
London.— If we are ta have no war, I have* 
done with politics.— I wifli Mr. Arne may 
acquiefce in your requeft.-J-I Ihould greatly 
like the four Roman Ryins you mention, pro- 
vided I could get them coloured 

I. am forry the weather permits the Beauties 
of the Leafowcs to be exhibited i fo^ then no 
. hopes remainr for your humble friends in War- 
wickfliire, who have nothing to exhibit but. 
hearts- and friendfhips fincere 5 fuqh arc poC. 
feffedby 

H. LUXBOROITGH. 
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BwrcUs, Wedacfdiy, May 281b, 1755; 
DEAR SIR» 

1WAS moft agreeably furprized • yeftcrday,; 
and at the fame time as difagreeably difap- 
pointed. You will cafily guefs that I mean 
Mr. and Mrs. Greaves's vifitj without you, 
whom I had fo long expefted. They left Bar- 
rells this morning, and gave me the fatisfadtion 
to hear they left you well yeftcrday. May yon 
continue fo, is my wifh ! do not therefore toi?-^ 
.9 mcnt 
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mcnt yourfelf more than is neceflary about 
the embroilments of worldly affairs y but. avoid 
if poffible, the devouring monfter' called Law ; 
it often fwallows Juftice itfelf. I remember 
once to have heard Lord Chancellor Cowper 
fay, " If every body knew as much of the law 
'' as i do, they would, were their caufe ever 
** fo good, give' up half, rather than embark 
" in our courts," This I take to be a good 
caution. Thofe law3wrs, who are not arrived 
to the fummit of their wifhes, and who taftc 
the iweet of large ifcsrs, will not fpeak fo fin- 
cerely. I hope very very foon to hear you 
and Mr. Dolman difengage yourfelves from 
them, though both may be obliged to yield a 
little. 

I return Mr. Dodfley's Letters ; than which, 
none can be more polite. Pray keep me in his 
good favour. 

I Ihould like to fee Hagley chanceUwindow : 
fure it muft be bigger than the whole chancel 
I faw ! 

. My beft compliments wait lipon Lord Dudley 
and Mifs Lea, and thankis for his Lordfhip's 
fending here. I am alfo Mr. Hylton's mod 
Jiumblc fervant ; as Mrs. Davies is yours, and 
I am ever 

Your faithful and affedionate fervant, 

. H. LUXBOROUCH/ 
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JBHrrelK Wf^ncfifaqr i^gi^ Jone t%^ f 755; 

LADY Luxbprougb {ce^ her compliiiieat» 
to Mr. Shenftotie^.and if it is agreeable to 
im ki ^ i^fpei^s, /hi: would go on S^tuiday 
m^m^ €0 the Lcid(]G(WQ5> to iie ooe night 
ooly.-^Sir Pj^t^r Soamc amd kU Son ate nt Bar* 
fcUs^ and arc very d££»>v» >of waking on Mr. 
Shcnftooe. Mr. Outing and Mrs. Davies are 
alfo at Barrells, and ^jaold JKXOoipany her, if 
lOOt trottbloibnae* Mr. Outiog is perfuaded he 
ihas intere!fl:<moiigh to get a .bed at Lord Dud- 
ley's for hinifclf and Mr. Soame, to avoid 
crowding Mr. Shcnftone too much. Lady Lux- 
borough propofes i:arrying no wonian-fervant 
with hjBr; apd hopQs thtt Mr. Shcnftone willict 
her know if this projedt be in any &rt ihcon- 
.lenient to hun» jand that without compliment. 



LETTER from Mr. Holyoake /« 
William Shen^tonj, E/q. 

. D B Ait &I R» Oldbwrqw^ March 29, 17$6. 

1HAVE the favour of yours by your fervant; 
and as you fey you have had intelligence, the 
moment you wrote, of (he melancholy hews from 
J Barrells, 



i 
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Baff^^, pvt rtit kaw to aflHre y(SKi I ^xpefted 
Mrs. Davies or Mr. Oxjimg wo^ald liave ac- 
iquamted you >f^kh it as fbon €s the poor Lady'j 
breath was gone, ^ ?hey 4ki the fame to Sir 
Peter Soaitie, Sir WiUiam Meredith, and fomt 
oiJbfcfs oif my Lady's relations, i depended cipoit 
this, as my Wife mentioned it to theai t o fe n e 
mic ; which if i had imagined they had ne- 
gledcd, 1 wotdd certainly havse wrote to foil 
tnyfclf.-- We -have been, and 'indeed ftiH ^re, 
in hurry and confufion, irhbugh ^ the iame 
time it gives me gi^eat fatisfa^liion 'to iky tndy, 
t^at nothing hath been wanting, either to fim^ 
long her life, or to prepare her for the odi^ 
world, as far as opportunities aaid intervafe 
would give kave. The beginmngof her illncft 
was oeeafioned by a eold and hoarfenefs, about 
a month fince, in fetting out for Wootton aboiA 
five o'clock on Friday : the Sunday following 
(he lent for my Wife and Daughter to drink 
tea, and a meffage to me, that fhe expedted I 
would call as I returned from UUenhall Chapel ; 
which accordingly I did,, and obferved the 
above-mentioned fymptoms upon her, and told 
her, that as I had the care of UUenhall, fhe 
would give me leave to fay to her, is I thought 
it incumbent to do, that as ihe had not attend- 
ed Church nor the Sacrament very lately, I 
would advifc her to receive the Sacrament She 

anfwcred. 
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anfwered, I was very good, and that (he^ould 
fend to me very foon j and accordingly received , 

it with great devotion. The night before flic 
died I read the Recommendatory Prayer to her ; 
^nd I hope (he is perfeftly h^ppy, though flic 
^ad fo great troubles and affiiAions in this life. 
—My Wife would gladly have wtote to you ; 
but the trutlj of it is, flie returned from Barrella 
Jbut yefl:crday, and is very ill ; and for this rea- 
ion, flie hopes you will not take it unkind.— 
Mrs. Davies and Outing have been with Lady 
JLuxborough . all her illnefs, which I am very 
glad of.— Lord Luxborough is expefted at % 

Barrells to-morrow, to give orders about the 
funeral.^ — I have nothing more material to add, 
but my Wife and Daughter's beft compliments^ < 

and to aflc your pardon for this incoherent j 

Jctterfrom, Dear Sir, , j 

Your moll obliged humble fervant, 

W. HOLYOAKE. 
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